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REVIEW OF THE WORK OF THE EXECUTIVE BUREAU OF BBF
In 2013 the work of the Bureau was not very active. Stefan Avramov also expressed his
desire to leave the EB, but it was not accepted by the other members. Three meetings
on strategic topics were organized with all the members. Probably it is the natural stage
of the organizational development or reflection of relatively calm year for BBF.
There is a gap into the inter-organizational communication, meetings and exchange of
information between the teams of BBF. There are no new people in the team in 2013,
but we parted with our longtime expert – Andriana Andreeva and one other is in
longer hospitalization period, but we believe that she will be back soon.

REVIEW OF BBF'S REGULAR ACTIVITES
Green belt and Natura 2000
European Green Belt
In 2013 BBF as an NGO representative from the Balkan Green Belt Section participate in
the work of the European Green Belt Coordination group (EGBCG) during a number of
meetings held in Riga, Berlin and St.Petersburg. The EGBCG is chaired by the BBF
partner organization of Euronatur, Germany. Together with BUND - Friends of the Earth
Germany, Euronatur and the support of BfN (the German Federal Agency on Nature
Protection) the initiative is operational during the last three years.
Joint Declaration of Intent on the European Green Belt was prepared and signed during
an official Ceremony held in Berlin, Germany during the Celebration of the 10th
Anniversary of the Initiative on 15th of May 2013. Fifteen countries join the Declaration
till now among these Bulgaria represented by the Minister of Environment of The
Caretaker Government.
On 4th of November 2013 on behalf of the EGBCG, BBF representative Petko Tzvetkov
presented the Initiative in Brussels at the high level Conference on “Green
Infrastructure: Engaging regions, cities and civil society". This event was very important
step in convincing European Union institution to support and allocated funds to further
implementation of Green Infrastructure projects in Europe.
The EGBCG is working on development of the organizational model of the European
Green Belt Initiative. The Coordination Group is developing a proposal for establishment
of Association which main aim is to sustain the coordination of the Initiative. The
European Green Belt Association e.V. is meant to provide legal framework for
cooperation of large number of associations, groups and technical authorities in 24
countries along the EGB and to work together for the conservation and design of natural
and valuable habitats along the former Iron Curtain on a total length of 12.500 km. The
organization shall be subject to German law. It shall be recognized as charitable under
German tax law. The legal framework shall also provide the possibility for limited
economic activities.
BBF declared its interest and support for the establishment of the Association and
further decision on the issues is necessary to be taken by the Board of the Foundation.
Next meeting of the EGBCG is to be held in Bulgaria in February in Osogovo region and
BBF is the Technical Organizer of this event.
Natura 2000
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BBF representatives are involved in the working groups developing the national Priority
Action Frame on Natura 2000 which main aim is to streamline EU and national funding
on biodiversity for the next planning period 2014-2020.
BBF representatives have been invited to participate in the working group of the Ministry
of Environment and Water on assessment and revision of the Natura 2000 sites forms
and dossiers in Bulgaria.
In the frame of CEE WEB BBF organized a " Natura 2000 Management Workshop with
special focus on threats, forests and the Biogeographic process " held on 12-14
September 2013 in Blagoevgrad. Representatives of NGOs and other experts from
Central and Eastern Europe took part in the meeting to discuss issues related to
management of Natura 2000 habitats and development of join statements to the
European Commission.
Protected territories and species
BBF in collaboration with BSPB and Black Sea Salinas Ltd started a project “Urgent
Measures to Restore and Secure Long-term Preservation of Atanasovsko Lake Coastal
Lagoon/ LIFE11 NAT/BG/000362 with acronym Salt of Life”. A Site Restoring Activities
Plan was developed: “Recovery of dikes and wood-earth banks on the territory of
Atanasovsko Lake”, and 2 540 m earth dikes and 740 m wood-earth banks in Northern
saltworks were recovered in 2013. A technical plan for clearing of the circumventing
canal around Atanasovsko Lake, 23km long, with the adjoining securing dike, was
developed.
An important preparatory action, completed in 2013, is the Development of a
comprehensive monitoring scheme for Atanasovsko Lake lagoon. Ornithology monitoring
has a long tradition in Atanasovsko Lake, which is the most popular site for watching
birds in Bulgaria. The main goal of this action is establishment of a comprehensive
monitoring scheme at Atanasovsko Lake, including programmes for hydrological,
hydrobiological, ichthyological, phytocoenological, and ornithological monitoring.
BBF submitted comments to the Management plan of Belassitsa Nature park in order to
improve the protection of the old-growth forests there. The comments were generally
approved and the plan amended as requested.
BBF finished the preparation of the National Ramsar action plan. The plan passed public
hearings in February and was accepted by the Ministry in October 2013.
BBF carried out field researches in order to evaluate the influence of the grazing
subsidies on the Central Balkan National Park. A report was developed with
recommendations for the future management of the grazing in the National park.
BBF continued to promote the adaptive management of protected areas. We organized
three international seminars with almost 100 participants from state authorities, NGOs
from more than 10 different states. The participating authorities were enthusiastic to
start to apply the adaptive management in their management activities.
In 2013, work on adding information on biodiversity in Osogovo continued, of major
interest being monitoring of large predators in the mountain through usage of photo
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shots, which resulted in new data about the existence of lynx in the region of Osogovo.
BBF implemented its first project on bat conservation “See more for the bats”. Its main
goal was spreading more information about biology, species diversity and the importance
of bats for society and people, who have a direct influence on this group of mammals
and their habitats.
BBF continued its work for the preparation of action plans for the Capercaillie, Threetoed and White backed woodpecker in Bulgaria. The first draft of the action plans were
developed after significant field work for studying the distribution and the limiting factors
of these three species. The action plans should be developed till the end of 2014.
BBF lobbied and helped World Parrot Trust to get and transfer to Uganda 32 Grey parrots
which were the last remaining alive birds from a group of the confiscated 108 birds in
2010 at Sofia airport. With our mediation WPT established contacts with Sofia Zoo which
took care for the birds and the Bulgarian Ministry of Environment and after long
negotiations the birds were transferred in Uganda and after acclimatization were
released by Dr Jane Goodall.
PR and Education by BBF in 2013
The beginning of the year was very active, related to the scandal named “Dunesgate”
which erupted just before New Year’s Eve. Our PR expert as local person from Burgas
presented live the news for bTV and thanks to few TV emissions and active position of
Toma Belev, the case receive high public interest, including several investigations, etc.
The buildings were stopped and some changes in the laws were made.
This year was dedicated to the Tulips and their family (the idea realized with the support
of Rossen Vassilev). Calendar with the most typical species was published and
distributed. It was used for the events related to the Patchwork field which was
implemented all the country around.
A big part of PR activities this year were related to our projects especially “For the
Balkan and the people”, “Salt of Life”, where our PR expert is working. Other important
news source was Belasitza region, thanks to the project “Belasitza beyond the borders”,
as well as Osogovo region. All these provide certain focus of our activities, but in parallel
a lot of other unplanned activities happened which changed our agenda:


Protest for Irakli – January 14th



Law changes for long-term conservation of the forests, coast and dunes. Meetings
with Prime Minister, participation at the working groups in the Ministries,
Parliament. The result is that we are back to the street with the civil movements –
January 18th



For the Nature Coalition organized protest in Sofia for the Black Sea coast and
Pirin preservation – February 14th



The Coalition sent a letter to each Minister in the caretaker government with ask
not to participate in the procedure for changes of the Pirin Management Plan,
which is initiated by Bansko Municipality.



Interview of Stefan Avramov from BBF in Dnevnik Newspaper – for the protests
and not only …
http://www.dnevnik.bg/zelen/2013/07/22/2106847_stefan_avramov_protestut
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_e_borba_za_lichnostno_i/?ref=substory
Traditionally we took part in several festivals and events:
Events
Sixth Winter Belasitsa – February 15th – 17th. 30 people from the country were
organized by BBF and leaded by Pavel Pavlov and R.Vassilev. They participated in 12
hours tour over the hills of the mountains.
„Water and biodiversity” was the topic of this year Biodiversity day – May 22nd. This
day BBF announced the collection of Biodiversity Awards nominations.
Annual awards were one of our big events this year. At a festive ceremony in Borisova
Garden on October 12 the Ambassador of the Swiss Confederation in Bulgaria - Her
Excellency Mrs. Regina Escher awarded the winners of the 8 categories of Annual
Awards that Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation traditionally dealt . Besides the
symbolic bell medal , a plaque and a check for 500 lev winners received gifts from the
Swiss Embassy . The annual awards were organized within the project " For the
Balkans and the people" , which is financed by the Bulgarian- Swiss Cooperation
Programme . The event took place with the support of the Sofia Municipality.
The jury of the Awards – Kalin Terziiski, Katya Lestanska, Krasimira Velichkova and
Martichka Bozilova took the following decision:
I.
The most successful campaign for biodiversity conservation won
the big civil campaign in Orlov most against the lobbying changes of the
Forest Act, which culminated in June 2012. But as the campaign for
saving the forests has no leader or organizer, and behind it are thousands
of citizens, organizations and the media, the jury decided the check of
500 leva to be awarded to the Campaign of Initiative Group of Dubovitsa
village in Kotel Mountain against destruction of River Luda Kamchia.
II.
The best media material - the jury decided to split the prize in this
category to two awards – for media and for journalist. The award
received internet site https://bivol.bg/ for the many investigations
against attacks on Bulgarian nature and for a journalist - Bosilena Meltev
from Dnevnik
III. Volunteer for the nature - the jury decided to split the prize in this
category to two awards. Undoubtedly the most impressive was the
participation of hundreds of volunteers who took part in extinguishing the
fire in Bistrishko braniste reserve, Vitosha in the summer of 2012. The
check will be given to Svilen Ovcharov, Veselin Paskalev and Alexander
Dunchev nominated for their volunteer campaign to reflect the decision
of the Committee of the Aarhus Convention on the mismatch of the Law
of the spatial planning.
IV.
IV. Politic with special attention to Bulgarian nature - prize in that
category will be not awarded.
V.
Pro biodiversity businesses - The jury found that "GLOBUL" deserves
the award for the support of WWF in the organization of the national
campaign "Day of the Nature Parks."
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VI.

Donation / donor for biodiversity - the jury awarded Ralitza Hess godfather of the vulture Father Gregory (K4L), bought the transmitter for
its tracking.
VII. Institution / organization with contribution for nature
conservation - For their long-term and consecutive efforts in the
protection of birds and nature of Bulgaria, Bulgarian Society for the
Protection of Birds deserves this award.
VIII. Honor award for biodiversity conservation - Probably nobody has
doubts who in this active period deserves to be honored for his overall
contribution on many issues related to the Bulgarian nature - without any
debate the jury selected Toma Belev.
During the celebration of the nominees were presented with pictures of their
campaigns, information materials and even two large model of vultures. Tasting of
farm products from the Central Balkan showed the connection between unspoiled
nature and sustainable local development. The ceremony ended with a concert of the
bands "Merudiya" and "Wickeda".
Partnership for “Wild life of Eastern Rhodopi” – the photo exhibition of New
Thracian Gold Project visited Blagoevgrad (June 5-20), Burgas (18.09-18.10) and
Plovdiv (December) thanks to BBF support.
BBF creates interesting cloth exhibition with the small painted or embroidered cloth
pieces which are part of “Field of patchwork” project. The exhibition was presented at
Wild flowers Festival in Smolyan. Later on it was presented in Burgas, Bulgarevo,
Kostinbrod, etc.
Information materials
Out of print was long-awaited book "For the dragonflies & their homes". Milen Marinov
is the author and the authors of the drawings are Dan Powel and Rosemary Powel
from the UK. The book is printed with a donation from English entomologists in 2005
and some contribution from BBF, which will be compensated with the sale of 140
books.
The National Plan for the protection of the most important wetlands in Bulgaria was
printed in Bulgarian and English within the project "Life for Burgas lakes".
A series of posters for protected areas in Bulgaria were printed – Strandja, Pirin, Rila,
Kamchiya, Vitosha and other.
Already 10 years BBF is printing small, cute calendar in 14 pages dedicated to the
Year of a certain species or group. We started in 2005 with the Year of Dragonflies,
2006 was devoted to Mushrooms, 2007 – Balkan Chamois, 2008 - Orchids,
Amphibians for 2009 and 2010 – the Year of biodiversity. 2011 was related to the
Capercaillie , 2012 for Butterflies and Tulips and their family – 2013. 10th anniversary
in 2014 is dedicated to the Woodpeckers and the calendar was ready in November.
Last year's BBF’s exhibition for butterflies visited the Directorate of Pirin National Park
in Bansko from March to June 2013. It was installed in the yard in Bansko - accessible
to all visitors and providing good opportunity for students with special classes devoted
to butterflies
Interesting info panels in the form of huge bats were installed inform of Uhlovitsa
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Cave , Devil's Throat, Yagodinska, Devetashka, Orlova Chuka, Lepenica, Ledenika and
Magura.
Many media appearances of the BBF team – for different project activities and in
relation to conservation cases throughout the year - BNR, bTV, Nova TV, Radio Focus,
Darik, Dnevnik, and many regional media (especially in the region of Burgas,
Blagoevgrad , etc.)
Continuing our partnership with Bulgarian and foreign organizations – BSPB, Green
Balkans Balkani, etc.; the Norwegian Environment Agency, CEEWEB, Euronature,
European Green Belt, Pro Natura, SDC, DBU, Macedonian and Greek partners,
Romanian, Ukrainian, etc. Despite numerous controversies with MEW on various
issues, we continue to have good and professional relationship with many experts in
the Ministry, but not so with the leadership at the moment. BBF continues to play a
leading role in the development and operation of the coalition "For the Nature in
Bulgaria".
Student Activities of Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation are continuing for already 8
years. The Biodiversity course which happened every week in Biology Faculty of Sofia
University "St. Kliment Ohridski”, provides interesting presentations on various topics
related to the environment made by the best experts. The course gaining higher
popularity and audience becomes more varied: teachers, researchers, experts,
students, environmentalists, people of different professions, united by their interest in
nature and solving its conservation problems. Average number of people is around 80.
Lectures till the end of the students year in June as follows:
Date
16.01.2013
19-20.01.13

23.01.2013
30.01.2013
06.03.2013
13.03.2013
27.03.2013
03.04.2013
10.04.2013

Lecture
Characteristics of the hunting in
Cypress
Kerkini National Park
Management of protected areas –
examples from Greese
Eco
tourism
and
nature
conservation
Biodiversity of Kirkini National
park
Hawai – the dying paradise

Author / lecturer
Pavlina
Mihaylova,
journalist
Stefan Avramov
Borislav Tonchev – Stil
travel Ltd.
NP Kirkini Information
Center team
Antonia Hubancheva ,
NTC
BAS

The future of the ancient forests in
Bulgaria
CITES - the trade with endangered
species

Aleskandar Dunchev ,
PSD Balkans
Lazar Petrunov BSPB ,
a former RIEWs Sofia
expert
From Addis Abeba through Afar to Stoyan Nikolov BSPB
Amhara: a story for vultures,
people and wild lands”
Are you a tulip? – for the Tulips Rossen Vassilev, BBF
and their family
The
wild
beauty
of
Boinik Stefan Avramov, BBF
mountain
The orchids in Bulgaria
Prof.
Antoaneta
Petrova
Botanical
Garden Academy of
7

Bulgarian biodiversity foundation

17.04.2013
24.04.13

15.05

The present status of large
carnivores in Europe – problems
and prospects for development
The rare and extinct plants of the
Balkan

29.05

Interpretation and eco-tourism –
what it is?
The biodiversity or the miracle so
called life
Osogovo in the Green Belt

05.06.

The unique Belasitsa

12.06.2013

What is BIO?

22.05
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Sciences
Diana Zlatanova expert
fauna
Sofia
Zoo
Prof.
Rosen
Conev
expert habitats, Sofia
University
Andriana
Andreeva,
BBF
The team of Bulgarian
Biodiversity Foundation
Peter Todorov, Petko
Tsvetkov – BBF
Latinka
Topalova Zhezhiha,
Vladimir
Milushev – BBF
Dr. Stoilko Apostolov,
director of Bioselena

In 2013 BBF recovered an activity implemented few years ago: Students camps. This
summer student camp was organized at Ambaritza hut in Central Balkan National Park
as a part of “For the Balkan and the people” Project. 30 young people took a part in the
camp and support some conservation activities around the hut, including cleaning of the
tourist roads.

ACTIVITIES OF THE BBF BRANCHES
Belasitza branch
1. A new project has been launched in 2013, named „Belasitza beyond the borders –
trans-border cooperation in the Balkan Green belt”. The project will continue the
popularization of the Nature park “Belasitza” and the region as well as the
development of nature-friendly, sustainable tourism together with our partners from
the Nature park Directorate, the National Park “Lake Kerkeni”- Greece, the ecological
society “Planetum” – Macedonia and foundation “Euronatur”- Germany.
2. We support and further develop the internet portal of Belasitza - www.belasitsa.com.
An actualization of part of the information available on the website was done in 2013
and this activity will continue during 2014 with inclusion of information for the Greek
part of the mountain and additional information and revision of the existing one for
Macedonia and Bulgaria.
3. We participated in the second edition of the Chestnut festival in the village of Kolarovo
– we had an information stall, activities with the children and guided thematic tours.
4. Interpretative activities with children along the thematic touristic routes in the
territory of the park were conducted in cooperation with the Directorate of the Nature
park “Belasitza”.
5. The Branch team provided support for hosting of the “Wild world of Eastern Rhodopes”
exhibition in Southeast Bulgaria.
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6. Participation in public hearings, discussions and the Consultative council of Nature
park “Belasitza.
7. A new project “Feasibility Study for Trans-border Biosphere Reserve Osogovo” has
been developed.
Strandja branch
The branch has active presence in the region of Strandja and Bourgas through meetings
with the local and regional authorities, discussions of current ecological problems,
participation in commissions for selection of experts of the Directorate of the park etc.
The branch provided support for a BBF expert for the transfer project of the Klaus
Toepger Fellowship program – Promotion of the concept “The man and biosphere” of
UNESCO in Bulgaria (study for the nomination of Nature park Strandja for biosphere
reserve). Meetings with experts who participate in the projects of the Directorate of
Nature park “Strandja” - part of the “Operational program Enviroment part 2” when
opening the offers for Consultative committee
of the park. Participation in the
discussions for the Tourism strategy of the park.

REVIEW OF BBF PROJECTS IN 2013
In 2013, BBF works mainly on 15 projects in four thematic areas – “Protected areas and
species”, “Green Belt and Natura 2000”, “Coalitions”, “Educational and PR activities ”.
Urgent Measures to Restore and Secure Long-term Preservation of
Atanasovsko Lake Coastal Lagoon/ LIFE11 NAT/BG/000362 with acronym Salt
of Life
Donor: LIFE+ Programme of the EU
Partners:
Associated partners: Bulgarian Society for Protection of Birds and Black Sea Salinas
Ltd
Total value: 2 013 027 €, BBF’s budget is 510 265 €
Funding for 2013: 107 845 lev.
BBF team: Diyana Kostovska – project manager; Radostina Tsenova; Snezhana
Ivanova; Svetla Dalakchieva – Conservation Activities Coordinator; Georgi Gyuzelev –
hydrologist.
In 2013, Salt of Life team worked actively to
complete the planned activities and to achieve the
goals and results of the project.
A Site Restoring Activities Plan was developed:
“Recovery of dikes and wood-earth banks on the
territory of Atanasovsko Lake”, and 2 540 m earth
dikes and 740 m wood-earth banks in Northern
saltworks were recovered in 2013.
A technical plan for clearing of the circumventing
canal around Atanasovsko Lake, 23km long, with the adjoining securing dike, was
developed. The plan was coordinated with Burgas Regional Inspectorate for Environment
and Water, and restoring works will be executed in stages till 2018 with the help of the
project procured Dragline excavator.
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The first 2 545 meters of the bed of the canal in its northwestern part, bordering with
Atanasovsko Lake maintain reserve, are cleared from alluvium consisting of silt, sand
and rotting vegetation. 3 145 m of the crown and the swaths of the adjoining securing
dike are cleared from grass, reed and low bushes, and a 3 000 m road along the top of
the dike is established, which ensures access to the canal to people and equipment. This
is one of the most important direct environmental activities on the project, which will
guarantee protection from floods and will decrease pollution of Atanasovsko Lake lagoon.
In 2013, a study was opened about the opportunities for support of traditional sea-salt
production through agro-ecological measures, and, for this purpose, French experience
is being studied and information gathered about sea-salt extraction as economic activity
in Italy, Spain and Greece. A meeting with an economist was held for studying the
opportunities for switching of salt extraction from mining to economic activity and for the
mechanisms of evaluating the restrictions in maintaining of traditional salt extraction at
Atanasovsko Lake.
An important preparatory action, completed in 2013, is the Development of a
comprehensive monitoring scheme for Atanasovsko Lake lagoon. Ornithology monitoring
has a long tradition in Atanasovsko Lake, which is the most popular site for watching
birds in Bulgaria. The main goal of this action is establishment of a comprehensive
monitoring scheme at Atanasovsko Lake, including programmes for hydrological,
hydrobiological, ichthyological, phytocoenological, and ornithological monitoring. The
first draft of the scheme is ready and is presented for internal discussion at BBF and
BSPB, and will later be coordinated with Burgas Regional Inspectorate for Environment
and Water (RIEW). The scheme includes field forms, instructions for filling them,
electronic Excel tables, in which gathered field information is recorded and summarized.
Data from monitoring of hydrological and hydrochemical parameters of the lagoon in
2013 showed that the north salt works is in considerably worse ecological condition
compared with the south one (estimate by all biological quality elements and by biogenic
conditions)
2013 was very important for communicational
positioning of the project. The web site of the
project http://www.saltoflife.biodiversity.bg/ was
on from June with all its information sections. It
has been visited 2754 times for eight months since
then. The first annual electronic bulletin was
issued and distributed: The Project in short, and a
booklet about
the project,
which
is
available
in
the site both
in Bulgarian
and English.
The focus in the communication activities during
the year was the first Salt Festival, dedicated to the
main product extracted in the lagoon – salt, its
various uses in food, health, amusement,
cosmetics, art. The festival took place on the shore of the lagoon in South salt works on
August 23, and was managed by BBF, as well as with the help of the project partners
and young people – participants in BSPB’s brigade for protection of the environment.
An interesting communicational initiative starts in October 2013, which will make it
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possible for citizens and guests of the city to acquaint themselves closely with the
feathered inhabitants of the lakes of Burgas, as well as learn curious facts about them
from the huge posters, situated at the bus stops in Burgas. This is an innovative
partnership between BSPB, BBF and Piero 97 media agency (which services the bus
stops) aiming at helping Burgas citizens to be proud with their nature – To preserve
Burgas as city of lakes and birds.
Considerable media presentation of the
project – 18 press announcements in
2013 and 294 publications in the media. A
public council for Atanasovsko Lake was
initiated, which gathered all stakeholders
(institutions, NGOs, businesses). Two
meetings were held in March and
November 2013.
In March 2013 the initial report (Inception
Report) was sent and approved to EC.

Osogovo in the Green belt
Donor: Pro Natura, Switzerland and Frankfurt zoological society - Germany
Partners: Macedonian Ecological Society
Total value: 37 500 euro
Funding for 2013: 25 000 euro
BBF team: Petar Todorov, Petko Tsvetkov
In 2013 as well, work in Osogovo mountain was focused on communication with
representatives of local and regional institutions and representatives of local community,
organizing educational trips, research and monitoring of biodiversity and environmental
education. All activities on the project were oriented with regards to one main goal of
the project – protection of biological diversity in Osogovo mountain and supporting
development of local communities through demonstrating and applying the principles of
functioning of biosphere and natural parks.
The project team participated in a number of meetings aiming at acquainting the local
community with the principles of work of biosphere and natural parks, the benefits and
the challenges they pose to local people, as well as in public events, in which the project
team presented information about biodiversity in Osogovo and opportunities for
sustainable use of natural resources in the region.
Preparation of students for participation in an environmental competition, Osogovo
mountain – protection and biodiversity, and the two rounds of the competition were held
in the period January – August 2013, with the invaluable help of Kyustendil Regional
Education Inspectorate (REI) and teachers from the schools in the region. The first event
of this type organized by BBF in the project region allowed 124 students from 11 schools
in Kyustendil and Nevestino municipalities to participate in the competition and to gain
knowledge about biodiversity in the mountain and the opportunities for its protection.
The ten best performing students were awarded participation in the special green school
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with participation of BBF expert biologists, which additionally increased their knowledge
and interest in nature protection.
In 2013, a team of BBF experts conducted a research and made a report regarding
selecting forests with high conservation value on the territory of hunting area Osogovo,
one more step, confirming the good cooperation between BBF and Osogovo Hunting
Area. The research was conducted in close cooperation with officials from Osogovo
Hunting Area. The results of the research are of particular importance not only as one of
the requirements for forest certification, but also as a source of additional information
regarding Osogovo biodiversity and identification of the most successful approach for its
protection.
In October 2013, an international journalistic trip in Bulgarian and Macedonian sections
of Osogovo mountain was conducted. The trip aimed at popularizing biodiversity in
Osogovo as well as the principles of functioning of biosphere parks and how they apply
to the specific conditions of Osogovo mountain. The event was made public by
participating journalists with articles and video materials in local media.
In 2013, work on adding information on biodiversity in Osogovo continued, of major
interest being monitoring of large predators in the mountain through usage of photo
shots, which resulted in new data about the existence of lynx in the region of Osogovo.
The project team participated also in preparation of project proposals, aiming at
ensuring further funding of activities on protection of biodiversity and sustainable
development in Osogovo mountain.

PATCHWORK MEADOW
Donor: Culture programme - EU
Partner: Turizem Bohinj (Slovenia), PlantLife International (United Kingdom), Rodopi
Environmental Organisation (Bulgaria), Fundatia Adept (Romania), Stari Grad
(Croatia), North Highland Initiative (Scotland)
Total value: 9000 euro, including 4500 euro own financial contribution
Funding for 2013: 6139,35 lv
BBF team: Rosen Vasilev, Radostina Tsenova, Martina Koleva
Patchwork Meadow campaign is a part of an international initiative of Plantlife
International, conducted simultaneously in five European countries (Slovenia,
Bulgaria, Croatia, Romania and United Kingdom). It aims at popularizing wild flowers
through stimulating art, within the framework of the project Wild Flowers of Europe,
financed by Culture Programme of the EU.
The initiative was conducted in Bulgaria by BBF, successfully integrated with Wild
Flowers Festival, held by Rodopi EO within the framework of the same European project.
The activities were shared among the partners, with Rodopi EO engaging in conducting
the campaign and preparation of the patchwork in the region of Smolyan Municipality.
In the first months of 2013, a series of presentations of Patchwork Meadow initiative,
discussions on plants in Bulgaria and local flora, workshops for preparation of
patchworks were held. A total of over 400 children and adults from over the country
participated in tens of events – in Children’s Centre in the town of Aksakovo, the school
in the village of Gabarevo, the natural science museum in Burgas, the building of
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Dragoman Municipality, the kindergarten in Kostinbrod, and schools in Sofia. In the
region of Smolyan Municipality were held over 10 meetings with representatives of local
schools and community centers, and that resulted in that the art school in the town,
three local community centers and one club in handiwork engaged in the campaign. In
the beginning of the month of April, the project manager made a presentation on Plant
wealth of Bulgaria for the participants in the campaign from Smolyan art school.
The campaign was promoted together by BBF and Rodopi EO together, and for the
purpose was used the network of partners of the organisations, as well as open media
announcements and the internet sites of the organisations. Both organisations printed
and distributed a special informational flyer.
As a result of BBF campaign more than 300 images of flowers on cloth were received –
so called patchwork. They were all scanned and uploaded on the central site of the
European initiative http://wildflowereurope.org. With the help of volunteers, 200 of the
works were fixed on wooden panels and set for exhibition.
On June 24, 2013, during Wild Flowers Festival, at Petar Staikov gallery in Smolyan, the
first exhibition Patchwork Meadow was opened, presenting the best works of the
initiative. The exhibition attracted great media and public interest and was visited by
over 200 people. In August 2013, it was moved and set at the Natural Science Museum
of Burgas, where it was successful as well, and in September it visited the building of
Aksakovo Municipality, in October – the office of BBF in Varna.
During the seminar Plantlife International, conducted in November in Sofia, some of the
patchworks were exchanged with partners from other countries, participating in the
project, and now the exhibition includes works from Romania, Croatia and Slovenia. In
December 2013, the exhibition was set in the children section of the library at Ivan
Vazov Community Center, Kostinbrod.
In 2014, Patchwork Meadow exhibition is set to visit Dragoman Municipality, the school
in the village of Gabarevo, Botanical Garden in Balchik, and others.
“See More for bats”
Donor: Mtel eco grant
Partners: Center for study and protection of bats (CSPB) at National Natural
Science Museum – BAS; Helictit Speleological Club
Total value: 13 589 lev
Funding for 2013: 13 433 lev
BBF team: Svilen Delchev, Blagovesta Pavlova, Elitsa Ivanova
See More FOR bats project was completed in the period May 1, 2013 – December
12, 2013 by Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation in partnership with Center for Study and
Protection of Bats (CSPB) at National Natural Science Museum – BAS and Helictit
Speleological Club. Its main goal was spreading more information about biology, species
diversity and the importance of bats for society and people, who have a direct influence
on this group of mammals and their habitats. Popularizing good practices for conducting
group visits in the habitats of bats, consistent with the life cycle and their behavior.
The planned activities of the project were completed and the main accents are:
-

Gathering information about the biology, species diversity and habitats of bats
in Bulgaria, selection of text and photo materials for preparation of information
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tables, the selected information having been translated in English for the
needs of the project and for conducting highly sustainable informational
campaign.
-

Selection of materials and making a web site:
www.zaprilepite.biodiversity.bg

-

Preparing a questionnaire in two variants:
o for the guides in caves with a higher level of difficulty;
o for visitors of caves in order to get a cross section about the level of
informedness of the general public.
The first was used in preparing the educational system for the officials providing
services to the tourists in the caves, and the second – in preparation of the appendix
to the site of BBF.
Additionally, an anonymous survey was conducted among guides, which should
establish their knowledge. In every visit, at each site, a survey was conducted among
the tourists visiting the cave. An analysis of the surveys was done, and its results
showed that knowledge of species diversity, types of habitat, level of protection and
biological characteristics is a low level. This was used in clearing the content and
message in the texts of the information tables, as well as in additions to the guide’s
presentations and the information in the newly created site.
Based on the information received from the filled in surveys by the guides handbooks
were prepared, reflecting biodiversity of bats and their managed habitats by sites.
Two visits were made at the caves envisaged in the projects as follows:
- Caves Saeva Dupka, Ledenika, Magura;
- Caves Devetashka, Bacho Kiro and Orlova Chuka
- Caves Dyavolsko Garlo, Yagodinska, Lepenitsa
The first visits aimed at specifying the location of the forthcoming fixing of the tables
in front of each cave, conducting of first stage of education of local structures,
managing the ten caves included in the project.
The main accents of the visits were: inclusion of the information presented in the
trainings by sites, clearing guides’ questions regarding biological diversity of bats and
restricting passage through the habitats and restricting groups (not more than ten
people) in the periods when the flying mammals are vulnerable.
In addition informational brochures were designed and produced (pencils).
There were presentations presenting the projects for students, experts, lectures
among the officials managing the caves. Ways for restricting human impact on bats
and their habitats were put forward: control of tourist groups, passing of adequate
information and creating positive attitudes towards bats.
Corresponding Wikipedia information was also added.
The beginning of a new information campaign was set, whose goal is enriching
information about the biology of bats and their habitats. The campaign encompassed
a great geographic territory and various social groups and ages in poorly developed
regions (Northwestern Bulgaria) and in regions with intensive tourist flow (Rodopi).
The campaign touched on people from children age to retired people.
Volunteers to the projects were attracted - young enthusiasts, as well as specialists
from the Center for Study and Protection of Bats (CSPB) at National Natural Science
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Museum at BAS, Green Balkans Association, Helictit Speleological Club, Silivryak
Speleological Club, Lovech Regional Historical Museum, Strivana Dryanovo
Speleological Club, Belogradchik Regional Historical Museum, Syutka Rakitovo Tourist
Club, Silivryak Trigrad Speleological Club, Rodopeya Yagodina Tourist Club.
Belasitsa beyond borders – cross-border cooperation on Balkan Green Belt
Donor: German Federal Environment Foundation (DBU) – 50%
50% joint funding by project partners
Partners: Belasitsa Natural Park Directorate, Kerkini Lake – Greece, Planetum
Environmental Association – Macedonia and Euronatur Foundation - Germany
Total Value: 203 177 euro
Funding 2013: 82 000 euro
BBF team: Latinka Topalova-Zhezhiha, Vladimir Milushev, Simana Markovska, Martina
Koleva, Desislava Zhivkova
The execution of the project Belasitsa beyond borders – cross-border cooperation on
Balkan Green Belt started in the beginning of 2013.
Main goal of the project is to contribute to protection and popularization of the unique
nature of Belasitsa – situated among three countries. The specific tasks set before the
project team are:
1.
Development of international partnership for protection of Belasitsa, including
experience exchange and capacity building among the project partners, as well as
among local population in the three countries;
2.
Popularization of ecotourism benefits as a measure of economic development of
the region and a long-term perspective for nature protection;
3.
Informing better the public about the unique nature of Belasitsa.
In 2013, the following project activities were completed:
1. Traditional walking-tour Winter Belasitsa – six consecutive issue of the traditional
walking-tour Winter Belasitsa. Thirty people participated and climbed together
some of the highest peaks of the mountain, and enjoyed the local cuisine and
folklore. The walking-tour took place in the period 15-17 February 2013.
2. The educational tour to the Bavarian and Austrian Alps – in the period 22-27 July,
eight people from the project management team from Bulgaria, Greece and
Macedonia took part in an educational tour to the beautiful Bavarian and Austrian
Alps.
The goal of the educational tour was acquainting with available tourist services and with
good nature protection practices in the region, which could be applied in Belasitsa. The
visit of one of the most modern visitor centers in Germany, nature park Weissbach in
Austria, discussions with professional nature guides and with people from state agencies
and municipalities enriched the experience and knowledge of the members of the project
management team, and will inevitably lead to use of some of the good examples back in
the region of Belasitsa.
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3. International youth camp “Belasitsa Nature Park – place for unique biodiversity
and for nature lovers” took place in the period 24-29 September 2013, and the
activities included in the programme were concentrated in the region of the two
neighbouring villages – Kolarovo and Samuilovo, situated on the northern borders
of the protected area. Youths from Bulgaria and Macedonia took part in the camp.
They got acquainted with interesting facts and acute problems with regards to
biodiversity at Belasitsa Nature Park, the work of Park Directorate, the
opportunities for rural tourism, the history of the region, livelihood of the local
population, as well as folklore, cuisine and crafts.

4. Student exchange Belasitsa – protection of environment and sustainable
development – students from Bulgaria, Macedonia and Greece took part in
educational tour in Belasitsa Mountain. The tour took place between 1 and 4
November 2013, going through Bulgarian and Macedonian Podgorie, Doyran
Lake and Kerkini National Park in northern Greece.
The young people got acquainted with the work of Belasitsa Nature Park Directorate
(Bulgaria) and Kerkini Lake National Park (Greece), visited some of the most impressive
sites in the region and exchanged ideas about future development of sustainable tourism
on the territory of the three countries.
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5. Exchanging tours in the tourist sector, from the Republic of Greece – on 15 and 16
of October, Bulgarian and Macedonian Podgorie were visited by Greek visitors
from the region of Kerkini National Park in northern Greece. During their visit in
Bulgaria and Macedonia the six Greek participants got acquainted with the work of
Belasitsa National Park Directorate, some natural and cultural-historic sites, local
cuisine, folklore and available touristic services. Problems on the tourist market in
the region of the split among three countries mountain were discussed.

6. Exchanged tour for people from the tourism sector, from Republic of Macedonia in
the period 16-17 November 2013, second exchange tour for people from the
tourism sector, within Belasitsa Beyond Borders project, took place. This time the
participants were from Macedonia, and they visited some natural and culturalhistoric sites, got acquainted with available tourist services in Bulgaria and
Greece. Problems on the tourism market in the region of the split among three
countries mountain were discussed.
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7. Photo competition Incredible Belasitsa – in the period September-October 2013
Incredible Belasitsa competition was held, in which 50 participants from Bulgaria,
Greece and FYR Macedonia took part with 259 photos, presenting the beauty and
charm of lovely Belasitsa.

8. Photo exhibition Incredible Belasitsa – at the end of 2013 the newest exhibition
about the mountain and the region was presented, with the photos chosen among
the participants in the photo competition Incredible Belasitsa, which took place in
the period September – October 2013. The uniqueness of the mountain was
recorded in 45 separate shots, presenting its nature, people and culture. The
exhibition is scheduled to be opened in January 2014.
Raising quality through experience exchange – political and environmental
education
Donor: Youths in Action programme
Partners: Sapere Aude (Austria), Kulturno izobraževalno društvo PiNA (Slovenia)
Total Value: 660 lv
Funding for 2013: 660 lv
BBF Team: Latinka Topalova-Zhezhiha, Vladimir Milushev, Simana Markovska, Elitsa
Ivanova
Four of BBF’s representatives participated in an international exchange in Austria in
the period 17-21 May 2013. The main goal was experience exchange of nongovernmental organisations, working in the field of political and environmental
education.
More than thirty people from seven organisations took part in the exchange. The
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participants took part actively in intensive educational sessions during five consecutive
days. Each of the organisations had at its disposal half a day, in which to present good
practices and methods. The project “Raising Quality through Experience Exchange” is
funded through Youths in Action programme.
Cross-Border Environmental Cell Awareness In Doxato And
Municipalites With Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation Contribution

Banite

Donor: European Territorial Cooperation Greece – Bulgaria 2007-2013 programme
Leading organization: Doxato Municipality (Greece)
Partners: Banite Municipality and BBF
Total value: 352 102 euro
BBF team: Latinka Topalova-Zhezhiha
The project was successfully completed in 2013. An Environment Information Center
and a Room for enhanced reality were constructed. The two new information cells are
situated in Blagoevgrad and use new technologies for building environmental
conscience in children and youths.
„Life for Bourgas lakes”
Donor: LIFE + Programme of EC
Leading organization: BSPB
Partners: BBF, the Royal Society for Protection of Birds, UK (RSPB), the Burgas
Municipality, the Black Sea Salt Works AD
Total Value: 1 743 000 евро
Financing for 2013 (for BBF): BGN
BBF team: Radostina Tzenova, Andriana Andreeva, Rosen Vasilev
On February 26th in the MoEW hall was organized Public Hearing of the project for
National plan for conservation of Bulgaria's most significant wetlands. The meeting was
opened by the Vice Minister Evdokia Maneva. All received statements and
recommendations were reflected in the Plan.
The revised Plan was presented to the National Biodiversity Council meeting on October
8th. Negative campaign against us and the Plan was organized by National Society
“Bulgarian Black Sea coast” just before the NBC meeting with press release to all media
that the Plan will establish new Natura 2000 and that team doesn’t organise any
consultations with the Mayer of Pomorie Municipality. Statement of this society was sent
to NBC too, but it didn’t reflect to the acceptance of Plan and its approval by the Minister
of Environment.
For the other activity which is on behalf of BBF – meetings with stakeholders, BBF
team organize meeting with representatives of MoEW, RIEW and Park Directorates for
demonstration of good practices in wetlands management – reed bed cutting,
deepening of the water areas and putting deviators on the electricity network. The
meeting was very successful and gathers more than 40 people, including media at
Poda center.
Two meeting of the Steering Committee of the project were held – in March and
December with participation of BBF Director. After requirement of BSPB, the project
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was prolonged with one more year – till the end of 2014.
“Cooperation for biodiversity conservation and sustainable local development
in the Strandja mountain"
Donor: The Financial mechanism of the European Economic Space (Island, Lichtenstein,
Norway) - EEA Grants.
Partners: The Strandja Nature Park Directorate, the Bulgarian Committee for the
UNESCO Man and Biosphere Program and the Nature Management Directorate of the
Norwegian Ministry of Environment.
Total Value: 519,780 EUR
BBF team: Radostina Tsenova, Andriana Andreeva, Petko Tsvetkov, Desislava Zhivkova
The audit of the project was made in August, conducted by Audit of EU Funds
Department of Ministry of Finances. The work was organized at the office of BBF in
Sofia (documents checkups), a visit to the office in Burgas and the region of NP
"Strandja", meeting with the Park Directorate and others. As a result of the audit
report, BBF has to recovered 24 BGN as unrecognized costs after the checkups of two
verified payment of the project- the last and penultimate (with most budget lines).
There have been some inaccuracies in the tender procedures, but fortunately without
financial penalties.
The project was successfully finalized.
RESEARCH AND RESTORATION OF THE ESSENTIAL FILTERS OF THE SEA REEFS
Donor: Black Sea Basin Joint Operational Programme 2007 -2013
Partners:
1. ONG Mare Nostrum, Constanța, Romania;
2. Odessa Branch of the Institute for Biology of the Southern Seas (OBIBSS), Ukraine;
3. Ilia State University, (ISU), Georgia;
4. Karadeniz Technical University (KTU), Turkey
Total amount: 528,480.12 EURO
Amount for 2013: 97 958 BGN
BBF Team: Petko Tzvetkov, Julia Jordanova, Sneja Ivanova, Mariana Stoyanova,
Dimitar Kojuharov, Viktor Karakehaiov
A new artificial reef (AR) type was discussed on a round table in Romania (May 2013)
and all the project partners from Ukraine, Romania, Turkey and Georgia agreed that it
is the most suitable one to be installed/ submerged into the Black Sea. Other topics
discussed were: tools and methods for managing and monitoring of AR; role and
specifics of different stakeholders and institutions in the region. Scientific methods for
research and monitoring of AR were revised.
Reports about AR regulations in the partner countries and a summary with analysis
about the region were prepared and finalized.
Tender procedures for purchasing of reef equipment were initiated, as well as of
marine equipment necessary for installation/ submersion of the AR.
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Regular activities on project visualization and visibility include interviews, pressreleases and articles on the project website.
The project REEFS was presented on the Euro-Mediterranean conference on artificial
reefs in Marseille, France.
Two progress repots were submitted to the financing organization and an application
for National Co-funding from the Ministry of Regional Development, Joint Operational
Programme Black Sea 2007-2013, was prepared.
Because of a delay in the implementation of the project actions, the project partners
and the Managing Authority are negotiating a minimum 6-months-extension of the
initial project time limits.
Action plans for Capercaillie, Three-toed and White-backed Woodpecker
Donor: Operational Program „Environment 2007 – 2013”
Partners: no
Total amount: 437 962,69 BGN
Amount for 2013: about 82 700 BGN
BBF Team: Dimitar Plachiiski, Katerina Angelova, Stefan Avramov, Georgi Popgeorgiev,
Patar Shurulinkov, Dessislava Zhivkova a.o.
Main goal of the project is to elaborate three action plans for species conservation:
Action Plan for Capercaillie conservation
Action Plan for Three-toed Woodpecker conservation
Action Plan for White-backed Woodpecker conservation
Research on biology, ecology, occurrence, relative numbers, limiting factors
and habitat characteristics of the Capercaillie, Three-toed and White-backed
Woodpecker
In 2013 the process on gathering and analyzing existing information about the three
targeted species continued. Species’ research areas are prioritized year by year on the
basis of the analyses of the existing information and the results from the field work
done in previous years. The methods for realization of the field work planned for the
project implementation are identified and written down. All contracts with experts and
subcontractors for activity implementation which were previewed in the project are
signed. After a tender procedure 69 the Bulgarian Society for Protection of Birds was
chosen to implement the research for the two positions – Position 1 for field work of
the three species and Position 2 – field work on the role of the Capercaillie as umbrella
species. The formed teams of key and field experts made researches in the prioritized
areas. Field investigations were carried out, as well as verification census (monitoring)
for calibration of methodologies. The results from the researches in 2013 are entered
into a data base and their analysis is expected.
Drafts elaboration of the three Action plans and their Attachments
In 2013 the drafts of the three Action Plans were further elaborated and upgraded.
Consultations with experts from Executive Environment Agency (ExEA) and the
National Museum of Natural History in Sofia (NMNHS) about the research
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methodologies were held, and they will be included as texts in the drafts of the Actiojn
Plans. Consultations were held with experts from State Forestry/ State Hunting,
Regional Inspectorate of Environment and Water, NMNHS and the National Park
Directorates about the conservation measures of the target species. GIS layers were
elaborated for the National Parks and herewith the foundations of the GIS data base
have been laid. On this basis the digital maps for field work are updated. Every month
the biological information about the three bird species gathered during project field
trips and validated is integrated into the GIS platform. The borders of the habitat
types referring to the role of the Capercaillie as umbrella species are digitalized.
Information channels and visibility of the project
The way the project is communicated and presented in public space is strictly
following the EU regulations and the contract conditions. Information about the
project is published on the BBF website. A leaflet has been elaborated and its content
is uploaded on the BBF website. An information sign is put next to the BBF office door.
Stickers are prepared and printed to mark the equipment that is to be purchased for
the purposes of the project. Texts to be included in the contracts of the
subcontractors, requiring observation of the regulations about how the project is to be
presented in public space, are prepared. A press conference for starting the project
has been organized.
Initiation donation campaign for Legal protection of nature
Donor: "Bulgarian Charity Aid Foundation" (BCAF)
Partners : no
Total amount of the project: 12000 BGN
Funding for 2013 : 2242.20 BGN
BBF Team: Petya Sheremetova , Nadejda Maximova
Aim of the project: Organization of donation campaign "Legal protection of nature"
to raise funds for juridical cases for protection of nature, initiated as part of "To
achieve more" Program - a program for training and support in fundraising by BCAF
Key project activities:
1. Development of Web site application of the campaign with information about legal
successes, cases, and different forms for donation of "FortheNature" Coalition justice.forthenature.org;
2. Production of promotional materials - video, banners, flyers and more;
3. Organizing of different events to promote the donation campaign;
4. Searching of partnerships for the campaign and various forms of donation - DMS
campaign, donation through PayPal and e-pay, through bank account and etc.
LINKING NATURE PROTECTION AND SUSTAINABLE RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Donor: Bulgarian-Swiss Cooperation Programme through the Reform Fund linked to Civil
Society Participation
Partners: Foundation for organic agriculture Bioselena, Association of parks in Bulgaria,
Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation, Bulgarian society for protection of birds, Executive
Agency for Selection and Reproduction, World Wide Fund for Nature, ProNatura,
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Schweizer Vogelschutz – Bird Life Switzerland (SVS), Réseau – Echanges –
Développement Durable (REDD), Safeguard for Agricultural Varieties in Europe (SAVE)
Foundation
BBF Team: Rumyana Ivanova, Radostina Tzenova, Dessislava Zhivkova, Snejana
Ivanova, Vladimir Milushev, Katia Milusheva, Tania Schnell, Rossen Vassilev, Elitza
Ivanova, Petar Todorov, Martina Koleva, Petia Sheremetova, Bertrand Sansonnence,
Pierre Galland
Component C.1.
In 2013 two methodologies have been elaborated in the framework of the component:
1. Methodology for evaluation of the mountain grazing effects, in the sense of the
implementation of the agri-environment measure “Traditional practices for
seasonal grazing(Pastoralism) on the natural habitats on the territory of Central
Balkan National Park
2. Methodology for evaluation of the economic effect of the implementation of
measure 214 “Agri-environment payments” from the Rural Development Program
for the local population on the territory of Troyan and Karlovo municipalities.
On that basis filed researches were carried out and a report about the grazing effects
was prepared in the sense of the implementation of the agri-environment measure
“Traditional practices for seasonal grazing (Pastoralism) on the natural habitats on the
territory of Central Balkan National Park.
The report contains valuable information about the grazing effects on the ecosystems in
the protected territory, as well as recommendations for the high mountain pastures on
the territory of Central Balkan National Park;
Training on adaptive management for experts in environment protection field has been
organized. It was held in the period 25-27 June 2013 and attended by 10 experts from
the public administration and the environmental non-governmental organizations.
Later in the year, between 21-25 October, an international training on adaptive
management has been organized and carried out and it was related to the sustainable
use of high mountain pastures and the implementation of the submeasure “Traditional
practices for seasonal grazing (Pastoralism)” from measure 214 “Agri-environment
payments”. The seminar took place in Ribarica village and was attended by more than
40 participants representing more than 20 organizations and institutions from 10
different countries.
The theoretical and practical sessions were moderated by experienced professional
trainers from Holland, Greece and Germany. The participants were introduced to the
basic steps in the implementation of the worldwide recognized methodology and they
had the chance to put them into practice.

In the end of October a two-day seminar on adaptive management with international
participation has been held and it was attended by 32 experts from 10 countries. The
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seminar was also a chance for 7 Bulgarians to enrich their knowledge in this
worldwide recognized methodology for elaborating and implementing environmental
activities and projects.
Component C.2.1.
With the help of an expert on interpretation and one on economy in 2013 the final choice
was made for building the Nature academy for children - the Information Center of
Gabrovo Municipality at Uzana locality. The Academy will be built with the support of the
other two stakeholders – Nature Park Bulgarka Directorate and the Regional Directorate
of Forestry.
Throughout the year a concept about the education modules of the Academy was
elaborated. Significant role in its amelioration and finalization had the Swiss Expert
Guido Masse who visited the place, became acquainted the concept and suggested to
the team concrete steps for its amelioration.
On the traditional festival “Uzana Polyana” the idea to create an Academy for children
was widely spread among visitors.
The team working on the Component prepared a survey in order to evaluate
adjustments, needs and knowledge of local tourists regarding the region of Gabrovo and
Uzana.
Component C.2.2.
Our traditional students’ lectures on conservation biology in the premises of Sofia
University continued with increasing audience. Throughout the year 20 lectures were
given by experienced scientists, leaders of NGO-s and people who visited interesting
countries.
The lecture course ended up with a training camp on Ambaritsa Hut. Participants were
30 students from different universities and the program was varied with following
accents:
- 5 focus groups, supervised by an expert in a specific field – Plants, Mammals,
Invertebrates, Birds, Reptiles and Amphibians.
- Cleaning up an old abandoned tourist path important for the logistics of Ambaritsa hut
and most suitable in case of rescue operations in the region.
- First aid course
- Build a composter for the needs of the hut
- Presentations about the biodiversity of Central Balkan National Park
- Discussions and games dealing with the topic „Environmental protection”
where participants commented on how they contribute to the protection of the
environment in their every-day life.
Component C.3.
- The Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge (at the Bulgarian Academy
of Sciences) carried out a survey with 6 focus groups in order to identify the
attitudes of the different stakeholder types;
- The Annual Biodiversity Award Ceremony took place under the patronage of the
Swiss Ambassador;
- The project was widely promoted at several emblematic events with numerous
audience:
o The “Green Days” open-air spring festival of responsible tourism, nature and
healthy living was held 25-28 April in Sofia. We participated with a stand on
wich promotional materials, especially prepared for the project were offered:
T-shirts with great variety of colours, print designs and shapes; mugs with the
logo of the project; badges; stickers. Some goods and souvenirs made by local
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people from Western Balkan region were also offered. A degustation with milk
products from that region was organized as well.
Two presentations for the project were made by Stefan Avramov (BBF) and
Mira Dikova (BSPB) during the festival evenings in the big tent.
The festival organizer (BAAT) invited BBF to collect materials from members
and friends of the For the Nature Coalition for the spring issue of “360
degrees” Magazine and the festival website. From the five texts delivered, the
editor chose two for publishing.
o The Rhododendron Festival in Strandzha held on 25 May at a big meadow
close to the village of Evrenozovo – we arranged a stand and organized a
workshop for children. A numerous group from BBF participated in the event,
presented the project “For the Balkan and the people”. BBF experts held a
lecture on bike tourism in the Natural Park. We were accommodated in
Brashlian village and attended the second festival day as well.
o Uzana poliana Fest took place in the period 12-14 July and we disposed of
two tents to present the project “For the Balkan and the people” (one with
promotional materials and one with food products). We participated also with a
workshop for children that was very successful and well attended. A BBF
expert had a presentation on Ecotourism and interpretation.
o Beglika Fest did not take place in 2013. The organizers need to rethink the
way the festival shall continue: the number of fans increases every year but
this raises some ecological questions as well.
o We participated as well at the Chestnut Festival on 28 September in
Kolarovo village near Petrich. BBF disposed of a tent where we could tell
stories about the chestnut trees, birds, plants and butterflies of Belasitsa
Mountain making paper masks and 3D models of birds. We presented the
exhibition “Belasitsa – the newest Nature Park in Bulgaria” and a new thematic
touristic route “Trip in the history”.
o Between 3rd and 5th of December the project “For the Balkan and the people”
participated in the „Challenges’s days“, dedicated to the extreme sports and
adventures, but also providing field for presentation of important
environmental issues. This year BBF participated at the “market” area of the
festival and presented there the results of the first year of “The Balkan and the
people” Project. Information materials about the project were distributed and
products specially developed to promote the project idea were offered to the
audience.
There was a presentation of the Coalition “For the Nature” in the second
evening. “Justice For Nature or how the struggle to save the biodiversity
continues in the court” on the second evening. Jordanka Dineva from BBF and
Svilen Ovcharov from the “Green Lawyers” talked about the most important
fights and juridical successes of the Coalition. A launching of a fundraising
campaign entitled “Justice For Nature” was announced.
A variety of promotional materials was prepared for the participation of the
project in the different events. They had a great success and reached thousands
of people;
In the framework of the component regular coordination meetings of the “For the
Nature” Coalition were organized. A strategic meeting took place as well for
clarifying the main priorities for the further work of the Coalition. Four round
tables were organized. The website of the Coalition is maintained and regularly
updated.
A voluntary action in help of local rose farmers was carried out – friends of the
Coalition helped out in gathering rose petals.
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National Focal Point of CEEWeb for Biodiversity
Donor: CEEWeb for Biodiversity
Partners: no
Total: 1350 Euro
Funding for 2013: 1350 Euro
BBF Team: Petya Sheremetova, Stefan Avramov, Elitsa Ivanova, Neli Nikolova
Key project activities
1. Assistance in activation of Bulgarian sleeping members of CEEWEB;
2. Finding of new potential national CEEWEB members;
3. Assistance in different CEEWEB activities in Bulgaria:
- Development of two researches on habitat restorations in Bulgaria;
- Development of two case studies for realization of a green infrastructure (GI) in
Bulgaria;
- Analysis of application of the recommendations of European Commission for
considering the effects of land use, change of land use and forestry to climate changes
in Bulgaria
„Organisation of International Photo competition”
Donor: CEEWeb for Biodiversity
Partners: no
Total: 3500 Euro
Funding for 2013: 3500 Euro
BBF Team: Stefan Avramov
Key project activities
BBF participated in the detailed planning of the organisation of the international photo
competitions. Information campaign was carried out; two Facebook events were
created to promote the contests.
https://www.facebook.com/events/381369245330430/
https://www.facebook.com/events/177877469083564/
3950 Bulgarian profiles were invited to join the Bulgarian event and 432 foreign
profiles were invited to join the English version of the event.
Information
was
posted
also
at
the
BBF
web
site
http://bbf.biodiversity.bg/indexdetail.php?id=6
and
http://bbf.biodiversity.bg/indexdetail_art.php?id=853 .
Two BBF representatives participated in the work of the jury, which defined the
winners. BBF also provided the awards for the winners.
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THE BBF STRUCTURE IN 2011
Board of Managers
Bertrand Sansonans
Rossen Vassilev
Rumyana Stoilova
Buriana Konaklieva
Plamen Dimitrov
Krasimir Delchev

Executive Bureau
Rumyana Ivanova
Stephan Avramov
Radostina Tsenova
Yordanka Dineva (on maternity leave)
Petko Tsvetkov
Dessislava Zhivkova

BBF Branch Managers:
Strandja - Radostina Tsenova
Belasitsa - Latinka Topalova - Rzerzycha
Eastern Rhodopes - Stevan Avramov
Kaliakra - Petko Tsvetkov

Executive Director
Rumyana Ivanova

Office Coordinator

Accountant

BBF Experts
Desislava Jivkova - project administrator
Tanya Georgieva - Shnell - GIS expert
Peter Todorov - ecologist
Petya Sheremetova - PR
Katerina Angelova - EU financing expert
Martina Koleva - ecotourism
Elena Urumcheva - organiser of the Kaliakra centre
Elitsa Ivanova - organiser of lectures for undergraduates
Diyana Kostovska – LIFE+
Svetla Dalaktchieva – ecologista
Dimitar Platchijski - ornitologist

BBF Offices
Headquarters in Sofia
Regional office in Burgas
Regional office in Blagoevgrad
Kaliakra visitor centre - village of Balgarevo
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