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I. Context

In the country
World crisis, global epidemic and 20 years of transition - 
so observed 2009 the analysts. Under the sign of looming 
over the country a world economic crisis and with her 
related obscurity the year started. 

If the business "froze" at the beginning of 2009 and 
generally remain so throughout the year, political passions 
are aroused in full force. In January, major protests erupted 
against the government of the ruling triple coalition. The 
response of the authorities was with violence and police 
brutality. 

On January 6th the country was left without “blue” fuel - 
gas. So 13 days. Our economy suffered damages to more 
than 150 million leva. After the crisis Bulgaria began 
urgently to build new alternative gas connections with 
Romania and Greece. The pipelines Nabucco and South 
Stream have become projects of high priority.

During the year three times the Bulgarians went to the 
polls to vote. On June 7th, we have chosen the new 
Bulgarian Members of the European Parliament. A month 
later, on the parliamentary elections, GERB party won the 
election convincingly, but not by an absolute majority. 
MPs and ministers became many representatives of local 
authorities. So in the fall in many places in the country led 
to a partial local vote. For first time in the history Sofia 
elected a woman for mayor. 

One of the main topics of the new coming government was 
the revision of the previous authorities. Only few months 
later with legal charges were former Prime Minister Sergey 
Stanishev and three ministers of his cabinet. First accused 
was the Agricultural Minister Valeri Tsvetanov for over 15 
replacements of lands, signed the day before a ban for 
such replacement to be enforced. Together with Tsvetanov 
culprit is also the former director of the Forestry Agency - 
Stefan Yurukov. 

Mrs. Irina Bokova led UNESCO - this is the highest 
management level position in international organizations, a 
Bulgarian has ever occupied. The Executive Board elected 
Bokova as Director-General of the Organization in dramatic 
and unprecedented in the history of UNESCO's elections. 
She prevailed over indicating the favorite candidate of 
Egypt in five rounds. 

In recent months the European Commission finally 
unfreeze 140 million Euro under SAPARD Programme and 
unblocked 127 milion Euro under PHARE.

In the field 
of nature conservation
The year began with mass protests in front of the Parliament 
against the illegal replacement of forest. Despite the 
undemocratic and violent end of the protests, we have 
achieved our goal - the National Assembly voted to stop 
the replacements. 

Seven criminal proceedings were opened by the European 
Commission against Bulgaria for inadequate protection of 
the Natura 2000 network of protected areas. 

The MoEW has finally declared the Irakli-Emine Protected 
Zone on Birds Directive of Natura 2000 network. 
Unfortunately, the declaring order contains legal precedent 
- an attempt to subordinate the EU law on municipal 
decisions. According to it, construction and destruction of 
habitats in the area is prohibited until Nessebar Municipality 
decides otherwise. Currently the European Union launched 
a procedure against Bulgaria over the destruction of Vaya 
River and the illegal construction of Swiss Properties in 
the locality. 

In Rila and Pirin National Parks appetites for huge ski areas 
have become uncontrollable and led to numerous illegal 
constructions of hotels and facilities. 

Representatives of For the Nature Coalition in Bulgaria 
participated in the Committee on Petitions of the European 
Parliament in considering the petition to stop the illegal 
construction in Rila. Direct result of working with MEPs 
was launching a criminal procedure against Bulgaria over 
illegal construction in Rila. 

During the year breakneck increased the number of projects 
for renewable energy sources authorized without any impact 
assessment and cumulative effects on protected areas. On 
this basis, run another criminal proceeding against Bulgaria 
of the European Commission - the Kaliakra Zone. 

The topic has become even more discussed because of 
the Copenhagen meeting of the leaders of 193 Member 
States of the United Nations. Besides the official delegation 
which participated in the official negotiations, Bulgarian 
representatives took part in the civil actions and parallel 
climate forum. Nine representatives of NGOs from Bulgaria 
took part in the biggest ever demonstration in world history, 
called on world leaders for immediate and tangible steps 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions of the economics.
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II. Year 2009 for BBF

About the Foundation 2009 was marked by major structural 
changes in governance. a new management structure - 
Executive Bureau (EB) was created which aims to ensure 
more effective joint management of the Foundation. Its 
members are the Executive Director, the coordinators of 
the thematic areas and the managers of the branches. The 
establishment of EB is an expression of the desire of the BBF 
team to devise and implement new approaches in decision 
making, communication and monitoring to improve the 
capacity and effectiveness of the organization. 
Another very important feature of 2009 was the 
development and winning of the first major European 
project from Operational Program "Environment", OP 
"Human Resources" and the Financial mechanism of the 
European Economic Area. 
And last but not least the year and passed under the sign 
of preparations for the implementation of a new Bulgarian-
Swiss Program. BBF played a crucial coordinating role, 
which allowed leading conservation NGOs to develop 

a partnership project that was proposed and adopted by 
the SDC. In the process were involved and will continue 
to participate BBF, the Association of Parks in Bulgaria, 
WWF, BirdLife International, Bioselena Foundation and the 
Association for local and rare farm species.

III. Review of the regular activities of the BBF

PR and educational 
activities
In 2009, BBF was very active in educational activities through 
the project "Extracurricular activities for development of 
environmental awareness, creative skills and extensive 
conservation culture in schoolchildren in Plovdiv, Bourgas 
and Blagoevgrad Regions”, funded by the European Social 
Fund and led by Katerina Angelova. Besides the traditional 
Natura 2000 competition for students from grade 7 to 12, 
in several schools in Plovdiv circles “Biodiversity and 
creativity” for smaller students were organized to develop 
creative skills of children and teach them about nature. This 
project reinforced the strong position of BBF in the regions 
of Plovdiv, Blagoevgrad and Burgas, but it is important to 
find funding and to continue in coming years.

The Lectures in the Biology Faculty at the Sofia University 
St. Kliment Ohridski become very popular. The lectures 
during the academic year 2008-2009 continued until May. 
In October launch the new course "Biodiversity conservation 
and protected areas”, which will be co-organized this year 
with BSPB. Parallel in Blagoevgrad began an educational 
programme for young environmentalists, which includes 

lectures and outdoor excursions. Participants will set 
up houses for birds and bats, will learn about current 
projects and how they can join them. Beside BBF, among 
the organizers are also the Regional History Museum - 
Blagoevgrad, Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, 
Fund for Wild Flora and Fauna. In May, the traditional youth 
camp “Kartali” 2009 brought the record 120 people with 
various interests connected with living nature.
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Publications of BBF: 

• In April, we have published the booklet "Biosphere 
Reserves - more than protected areas" in circulation 
1000 copies.

• On print is the “The interesting plants of Belasitsa”, 
which is prepared by Latinka Topalova and a team of 
botanists. 

• Authors of the new book of BBF "Flora of Plovdiv” are 
Prof. Ilia Cheshmedjiev and Rossen Vassilev. More 
than 300 pages, richly illustrated edition presents 
an exceptional variety of plants in the most beautiful 
city in Bulgaria - Plovdiv. The publication is intended 
for professionals in the field of biodiversity and plant 
resources, for fans of ornamental plants and for all 
lovers of nature. It is useful for students studying 
natural sciences. 

• Guidelines for assessing the favourable conservation 
status of Natura 2000 species and habitat types 
in Bulgaria (Summary) - in Bulgarian and English 
language

• Books for self-training for the Natura 2000 competition – 
“Nature under Protection in Bourgas Region”, “Nature 
under Protection in Blagoevgrad Region”, “Nature 
protection in Plovdiv region”. 

• Map and brochure for Dragoman Marsh (edition of 
BALKANI Wildlife Society, in partnership with BBF and 
the Dragoman Municipality) 

• Map and brochure for Chepun mountain (edition of 
BALKANI Wildlife Society, in partnership with BBF and 
the Dragoman Municipality)

• Tourist map of Belasitsa Nature Park (in BG and ENG) 
• Several materials were prepared for the For The Nature 

Coalition in Bulgaria as a part of the Norwegian 
Project, led by BBF - calendars, T-shirts, bags, folders, 
stickers. 

• Experts from BBF participated in the preparation of the 
handbook "From Osogovo to Belasitsa” for children, 
which includes book for the teacher and a small guide 
for biodiversity. After testing in 10 model schools, the 
handbook will be issued in 2010.

BBF launches a project about Strandja funded by a grant from 
Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway through the EEA Financial 
Mechanism, which starts with organising of a special press 
conference in Bourgas in October with participation of the 
Project management team, the Norwegian Partner from the 
Directorate for Nature Management, the Directors of the 
Strandja Nature Park Directorate and the Regional Forestry 
Directorate - Bourgas. As a result there were more than 20 
publications and reporting in electronic media.

This year BBF participated again in the organizing and 
implementing of the Beglika Fest 2009 (August, 5-9). The 

festival was held in the Batlaboaz Protected Site near the 
Golyam Beglik Dam, Western Rhodopes. The Foundation 
Team participated also the Rhododendron Festival, which 
took place at an unprecedented interest in mid-May and 
was organized by the Strandja NPD.

The BBF website (www.bbf.biodiversity.bg ) was improved. 
After finishing of the project of the Pirin Tourism Forum, 
the web portal for Belasitsa (http://belasitsa.com) was 
officially donated to the BBF - Belasitsa Branch.

2010 is declared by the UN of International Year of 
Biodiversity and BBF will focus its activities for promoting 
the initiative and everything related to biodiversity. As 
always we started with issue of calendars for 2010, 
dedicated to the International Year of Biodiversity.

Conservation of species and 
Protected areas
BBF participate in the National Work Group for 
implementation of the Action Plan for the chamois and in 
the preparation of an Action Plan for the Capercaillie in the 
Rhodopes.

During the year BBF developed and deposited in the 
MoEW the documentation for the Boinik Planina Protected 
Area, helped the Smolyan Municipality and RIEW Smolyan 
in elaboration of the documentation of Soskuchanski 
Dol Protected Site and lobbying by the Deputy Regional 
Governor of Kardjali for declaring of the Maglenik Protected 
Site and request the appointment of a commission for 
Gerzovitsa Protected Site. All these procedures are 
blocked by Mr. Mikhail Mikhailov, Head of Protected 
Areas Departmernt at the MoEW because of his refusal for 
declaring new protected areas.

BBF has consulted the ToR for the management plans of 
Belassitsa Nature Park and Central Balkan National Park 
and much of our proposals were accepted. 
BBF representatives participated in a seminar of Europark 
for presentation of an European charter for sustainable 
tourism in protected areas. Europark is actively working 
on cross-border programs and is interested in cooperation 
with Bulgaria. 
We have participated in the conference in Prague for the 
preservation of the wild areas in Europe, which is part of 
a process which must ensure the protection of the few 
remaining wild areas in Natura 2000. 
A BBF representative took part in the mission of the French 
company ACT Consultants for studying of the forests in the 
Kamchia Reserve. The result has been obtained ownership 
information on the dunes of Kamchia Sands, which is used 
to signal to the EC.
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Policies and legislation
In 2009 we continue with the campaign for the Forestry 
Act. The active media support has its result and the law 
became a fact on 21 January. Following a letter to G. Pirinski 
(Chairman of the National Assembly) and the Executive 
Forest Agency (EFA) about the replacement of forests, 
the EFA invited us to participate in the Working Group 
on the Law. In response to media publications the State 
Agency for National Security (SANS) began inspections 
in the Ministry of Agriculture and Food (MAF) and EFA, 
which stopped a series of future, not dated replacements. 
Our participation in the press-conference of GERB party 
about replacements of forests has led to the entry of our 
campaign for fighting against the replacement of forests in 
the election programs of GERB and the Blue coalition. 

We prepared 2 letters to the MoEW on issues of the 
Operational Programme Environment (OPE). As a result 
Mrs. Miglena Plugchieva appointed a meeting with 

representatives of the Ministries and radical changes in the 
implementation of Axis 3 of OPE have followed.
At the end of the year we have taken an active campaign 
against changes in the Hunting Law. We sent a justification 
of our proposals to EFA and MoEW and involved Euronature 
in the campaign, which also sent letters to the MoEW and 
the Parliament and lobbied the European Commission. As 
a result of all this, our efforts have succeeded - the Law 
was voted in early November and published at the end of 
the month and the periods for hunting waterfowl were not 
extended. 

We prepared and participated in protest actions against 
the dismissal of the directors of three nature parks. After 
mass street protests and a meeting with Mrs. Plugchieva to 
discuss the dismissals, all Coalition efforts were rewarded 
and the directors of the PP Vitosha NP, Vrachanski Balkan 
NP and Strandja retained their posts.

IV. Review of the BBF Projects

In 2009 BBF implemented 33 projects in four main focus areas - Protected areas and species, Natura 2000 and the 
Green Belt, Coalitions, Public Relations and educational programmes. The main ones are:

1. Cooperation for biodiversity Conservation and sustainable loCal 
development in strandja mountain

After 15 years of active work in the region of Strandja Nature Park, BBF 
has launched a new two-year project for biodiversity conservation and 
sustainable local development. The Project is supported by a grand from 
Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway through the EEA Financial Mechanism 
and is in the amount of 519 780 euro. 

The project aims to achieve a harmonious coexistence between people 
and nature in Strandja by demonstrating the benefits for local people 
from protected areas and their active involvement in biodiversity 
conservation. 

The project is implemented by BBF in partnership with the Strandja NP 
Directorate, the Bulgarian National Committee of the Man and Biosphere 
Programme of UNESCO and the Directorate for Nature Management at 
the Norwegian Ministry of Environment. The project is managed by BBF 
through the Central office in Sofia and the newly established office in 
Bourgas. 

Until now the project management team has been established (Project coordinator, Regional facilitators, Technical 
assistants in the Bourgas and Sofia, Accountant, PR expert, Biodiversity expert) and from September actively functioning 
is the Regional office of BBF in Bourgas. 
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Series of meetings were organised with local stakeholders and partners, including the mayors of municipalities, directors 
of regional and local institutions, local entrepreneurs and others. After the official meeting between BBF, NNPS and the 
Norwegian Embassy, representatives of MoEW submitted an official letter of their commitments under the project.  

Consultations with the project partners have been organised to clarify the scope and specific researches on the monitoring 
system and development of GIS. 

Special press-conference was organized for regional media in Burgas in October with participation of the Project 
management team, the Norwegian Partner from the Directorate for Nature Management, the Directors of the Strandja 
Nature Park Directorate and the Regional Forestry Directorate - Bourgas. The PR-expert took part in the 3-day study trip for 
the local people from Strandja, organized by the Strandja NPD, in Rila and Pirin, to compare the level of tourist services 
offered in small villages. 

In December the National Centre for the Study of Public Opinion (NCSPO) held a survey on the needs of the project in 4 
regions – Sredets, Primorsko (new regions for BBF) and Tsarevo and Malko Turnovo (in which we work for many years). 
The Results showed ignorance of the idea of Biosphere parks, as well as the nature park as a whole (despite his 15-year 
existence). 

The process of identifying of local entrepreneurs (people and families), who have started pro-biodiversity businesses has 
began. The identified local people will be involved in trainings, study tours and other activities under the project. Another 
5 accommodation places in Gramatikovo, Brushlyan and Kovach were certified with the Strandja Regional trademark in 
November.

2. „for the nature in bulgaria”

Project funds were provided by the Financial Mechanism of the European Economic Area and are worth 83 995 euro for a 
period of two years. The main objective is the development of structures of civil society for effective nature conservation 
in Bulgaria. It was performed in partnership with the Association of Parks in Bulgaria, “Za Zemjata” Society and "Mountains 
and People”. 

We are committed to the following activities: 

strengthening and enhancing the capacity of the Coalition.

The Strategic planning of the Coalition "For the Nature in Bulgaria has been organized and all interested members and 
friends of the Coalition were invited. 3 trainings are performed for activists and experts in Sofia: Legal protection for the 
environment; Risks and threats from the introduction of GMOs; How to organize large public action?. 

A strategy for fundraising of the Coalition through direct donations and donations of citizens is working out. Code of Ethics 
was developed and first steps are made to interact with the business. 

pr and communication for the problems, decisions and actions 

This included 8 large actions: Planiniada of Vitosha Mountain, Earth Day, Cleaning the beach of Irakli, Concert in Sandanski, 
Procession for Rila, Irakli and Vitosha and National Crusade "I love Rila, I walk”, concert, exhibition and posters for Earth 
Day, Celebrating International Day of the Black Sea in Balchik. 

A communication strategy for the coalition with messages to each interest group and SWOT analysis of external and 
internal communication and public image of the coalition was developed and discussed. 

Ten numbers of newsletters are prepared, 7 of them have already been translated into English. The Bulletins contains 
summary information about events and news from last month and aim to inform people about the results of our common 
action. 

the scientific observations and research in the campaigns for nature conservation 

At present, in collaboration with the academic community field studies have been carried out and alternative environmental 
impact assessments of specific projects planned or carried out in the following hotspots are prepared: impact of planned 
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wind farms on birds and biodiversity in the Eastern Rhodopes, the impact resulting from planned and start of the ski area 
projects on priority birds in the Rila and Rhodope Mountains, occurred due to impact of the ski runs on the grass habitats 
in the Bansko ski zone in Pirin National Park, impacts occurred as a result of building golf complexes and wind turbines 
on the grass habitats in protected areas Kaliakra, Kamchiiski pjasaci, and White rocks, study of mortality as a result of 
building wind turbines on birds. 

Watchdog institutions 

A new complaint to DG ENV on the incomplete transposition of the Habitats Regulations in the assessment of compatibility 
with Natura 2000 was made. The complaint was registered in the EC as valid. Additional information for 4 punishment 
procedures was prepared: Rila, Kamchia Sands, Kaliakra and forests exchanges.  In the preparation of the appeals 
consultations with lawyers are made. 
Two meetings were held with representatives of the European Commission and Parliament: one in Brussels, where 
representatives of the coalition "For the Nature in Bulgaria” attended the meeting of the Committee on Petitions and one 
in Sofia, at the invitation of the European Commission, representatives of institutions addressing complaints and our 
signals. 

Work with local communities 

Representative sociological survey was conducted for the attitudes of local communities regarding the benefits and 
limitations of the inclusion of private ownership in the network of protected areas Natura 2000, and the attitude of local 
communities to implemented, planned or potential investment intentions in business using nature as a fundamental 
resource in 11 municipalities in five regions with rich biodiversity and numerous large scale projects: Black Sea (north 
and south), Pirin, Rila, Rodopi, and focus groups in 2 of the places: Bansko and Nessebar.

3. Campaign "for the nature in bulgaria”: inCreasing the support - involving 
aCademia, business and responsible Citizens of the Country 

The project is funded by the Foundation Open Society Institute and is worth 14 970 leva for the period February - 
December 2009. Its main objective is to provide durable and effective protection of nature and people in Bulgaria. 
During the project a collaboration of experts from NGOs and experts from research institutions and universities was 
looking for. Although received assistance on specific issues: exploring the impact on habitats in protected areas "Kamchia 
Sands” and White Rocks, a study of the impact of the planned ski trails and facilities in a protected area Rila on priority 
species Brown bear, is not yet established a permanent mechanism for exchange of information. The changes in the 
Law on Environmental Protection and the Law on Biological 
Diversity are expecting soon, for the first one the Coalition has 
already been written proposals for amending the procedure 
towards the abolition of the financial relationship between the 
investor and experts hired to prepare an Environmental Impact 
Assessment. 
Steps to present the problem of poor estimates of the EIA 
have been taken at European level by the partners of BBF from 
CEEWeb at a meeting of directors of the National Service for 
Protection of Nature in Brussels and a meeting for European 
wild areas, organized by the European Commission in 
Prague. 
Additional information was sent for the complains in EC about 
the destruction of nature in protected zones from Natura 2000 
network in Bulgaria in three cases: Kamchia Sands, Kaliakra and coverage of Natura 2000 network for the bear. In fact, 
this year 7 procedures against Bulgaria have been started, after sent information provided by the Coalition For the Nature 
in Bulgaria.
During the project the first meeting between representatives of environmental NGOs and business took place, and additional 
support from the International PR Association (IPRA) was found. Within the activities for preparation of a Strategy and 



7Bulgarian Biodeversity Foundation

Internal rules for dialogue with the business, a presentation of the Coalition was made, as well as a Code of ethics and 
common position on the green corporate social policy.

4. elbarn Workshop for south east europe 

The aim of pan-European projects ELBARN is to create a network of rescue stations - "Noah's arks“, participating actively 
in the conservation of indigenous breeds in their natural environment. Working meeting of countries from Southeastern 
Europe, which took place in Blagoevgrad May 7 to 10 is an important step towards the conservation of old breeds and 
dissemination of information on EU legislation and examples of good practice. The workshop reached 35 experts from 10 
countries. The local partners in organizing the meeting were the Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation and the Association 
Semperviva. 
The aim of the project ELBARN is to prepare the necessary infrastructure and logistics in each European country in case 
of conduct of a worst-case scenario, endanger the existence of rare breeds. Euronatur Foundation, the European SAVE 
Foundation and partners from Southern, Central and Western Europe are working on the project with financial support 
from the European Union. 
Based on a comparison with other parts of the old continent, participants at the ELBARN workshop identified particularities 
of the region of Southeast Europe with special characteristic of these large flooded or dry pastures. Very often, these 
pastures are abandoned and overgrown, and require traditional grazing, which may be provided by local breeds and their 
good management. Participants in the meeting also found that rescue farms and institutions, known in other parts of 
Europe also as tourist attractions and venues of educational activities are virtually unknown in Bulgaria and neighboring 
countries. 
Peaking at the workshop was the visit of the Bulgarian NGO Sempreviva and its rescue center for endangered rare breeds 
in Bulgaria in the village of Vlahi near Kresna. The team of experts appreciated center Vlahi as an excellent example of 
the rescue center. 

5. building Chitalista (loCal Community Culture institutions) Centers 
in support of sustainable livelihoods of loCal people in podgorie 
(belasitsa) 

The project was funded by the Social Investment Fund and executed by the BBF - branch Belasitsa in partnership with the 
Municipality of Petrich. The main objective was to equip Chitalista (community centers) in the villages close to Belasitsa 
to enhance the capacity of their employees and create opportunities for alternative livelihoods of the unemployed in the 
region, through the cultivation of medicinal plants. 
The project also equipment 5 centers with computers, printers and copiers and held on computer literacy training for 
Center’s secretaries. 
Unfortunately this little project has become the first unimplemented project of BBF. Due to failure and delay with the 
planned activities, the project was terminated and the Foundation was launched notarized invitation to recover transferred 
funds in advance.

6. extraCurriCular aCtivities for development of environmental 
aWareness, Creative skills and extensive Conservation Culture in 
sChoolChildren in plovdiv, bourgas and blagoevgrad regions

The project is funded by the European Social Fund through the Operational Program "Human Resources" and is worth 
49 875 leva. Its main objective was to create an applicable model for extracurricular work with children in the field of 
biodiversity and creativity and inclusion of a large number of students in regional competitions Natura 2000. 

During the project the following activities were implemented: 
• Development of a curriculum and methodology for conducting the Circle "Biodiversity and creativity" with children 

from third and fourth grade. 
• Training documentation is developed for each of the planned circles. 
• Preliminary prepared program and methodology for conducting the Circle "Biodiversity and creativity” were tested in 
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practice from 4 pilot circle in the three partner schools in Plovdiv during the academic year 2008/2009. They included 
79 children from the third and fourth grade.

• Preparing and publishing a color book - a teaching tool for the job in Circle "Biodiversity and creativity". 
• Preparing and publishing teacher methodology and program of circle "Biodiversity and creativity". 
• Supplying books, albums, and visual materials on biodiversity and art for school libraries and cabinets of partner 

schools from Plovdiv.  
The regional student competition "Natura 2000" was held in Blagoevgrad region and 750 children aged 7 to 12 grades of 
38 schools were involved. In 2009 it was held for the second time, while its first conducting was in 2007 when it joined 
600 students. 
Natura 2000 was held successfully in Bourgas and Plovdiv regions too, despite the difficult situation and a two-week 
influenza epidemic, which coincided with the announcement of the competition. In both areas the competition was also 
held for the second time. This year 262 students from Bourgas and 344 from and Plovdiv regions participated. BBF works 
to make "Natura 2000" competitions traditional and will continue to seek funding for the competition for the future years.

7. development of eCotourism as a primary tool for biodiversity 
Conservation in the Western frontier mountains 

The project is funded by the Small Grants Programme of the Global Environment Facility and has a total value of 104 000 
BGN. The main objective of the project is biodiversity conservation in the Western Border Mountains (Osogovo Vlahina, 
Maleshevska and Ograzhden) by creating conditions for development of ecotourism

Within the project the following activities were realized: 

• Develop a system of various types and complexity of routes - water, bicycle and pedestrian. The Walking routes 
are one in Maleshevska and one on the border between Ograjden and Maleshevska. The Cycling routes are one for 
qualified cyclists (located in Vlahina Mountain) and a lighter, passing on the dyke of the Struma River from the town of 
Kresna to the town of Strumyani and the Water routes - one extreme in the Kresna gorge and a lighter, aimed at families 
with children in that part from Kresna to Strumyani. The routes were marked with the participation of 48 volunteers 
from throughout the country. 

• Information boards are made for approaches to the routes, as well as metal arrows marking following the requirements 
of Bulgarian Tourist Union.

• To promote the Western frontier Mountains, routes and conditions for tourism it has developed an electronic guide 
www.trips.biodiversity.bg . Descriptions of the routes can be printed from it as a brochure. 

• A fund for nature conservation was create, in which to attract funding from various stakeholders in the region (mainly 
from tourism enterprises) with which to create a common responsibility towards nature conservation in the region and 
maintain the established routes and their information systems. 

• Strumyani Information Center, the only info point in the area was equipped with demonstration components for energy 
efficiency. 

The project has managed to somewhat change the attitude of locals towards tourism, who have never been visited by 
tourists and tourism as a whole subject is too far for them, because of the border regime of the area in the near past.

8. osogovo in the balkan green belt

The process of activities implementation of the project coincided with the pre- and election period and the conduction of 
national and European elections in Bulgaria. 

•	 To	provide	information	basis	for	biodiversity	conservation,	integrated	management	and	sustainable	use	
of	natural	resources	in	the	region.

A short study of the Bulgarian conditions for implementation of a project (in the frames of “Osogovo in the Green belt”) 
concerning the utilization of forest ecosystem services for CO2 sequestration and the financial mechanisms for support 
of these processes was conducted. The interest in practices related with the reduction of the effects of climate change to 
the biodiversity and utilization of the potential of the forest ecosystems for carbon sequestration led to inclusion of BFB 
representative in the climate change workgroup initiated by MoEW.  
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•	Elaboration	and	utilisation	of	GIS	data	base	

Preparation of habitat types map in GIS format also 
continued during 2009 by collecting of additional 
field data and verifications of the satellite information 
analysis. The work consisted of: Renaming some 
classes which clearly represented a habitat type; 
Merging some classes into one habitat type with a 
name and a code; Splitting some classes according 
to the altitude of distribution and given the two 
resulting classes different habitat names and codes; 
Merging of all classes into one vector layer. 

•	 To	improve	the	protected	areas	system	in	the	region	with	participation	of	local	stakeholders.	

During the reported period BBF staff took part in public hearing on EIA and Appropriate Assessment report according Art 
6 Habitat Directive for a project of construction of small hydropower plant at Eleshnitca River, Nevestino Municipality and 
preparation of standpoints on building of wind park in Osogovo Mountain on the territory of Kustendil municipality.

•	 To	 enhance	 regional	 and	 cross	 border	 cooperation	 and	 to	 increase	 the	 administrative	 capacity	 for	
protected	areas	management	and	sustainable	use	of	natural	resources.

Meeting between Wolfgang Fremuth, FZS, Project Leader and Assistant met Mihail Mihaylov, Head of National Nature 
Protection Service, MoEW and other NNPS employees was held. Main issues discussed were: the NNPS Pas policy, Natura 
2000 sites and management in Osogovo, Balkan Green Belt in Osogovo Project and its role was discussed. It was clarified 
that the current strategy of MoEW is not the declare new large scale Pas which overlap with existing Natura 2000 sites 
in Bulgaria, Only small scale protected sites can be proposed and proceeded when some values of national importance 
are found. Further zoning of the area including development of Natura 2000 management plan according the national 
legislation could be authorised to Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation if an official request is hand in the Ministry. 

During the regular meeting of the Coordination Committee of stake holders in Macedonia some key stakeholders from 
Bulgaria took part in the meeting: Green belt Focal point, MoEW; Kjustendil District Governor; Regional Forestry Board; 
Kjustendil and Nevestino municipalities. The meeting was held on 23rd of November 2009.

•	 Elaboration	of	Communication	Strategy	-	Sociological	study

The issue of possibilities of sustainable forms of tourism and their implementation led to meetings with representatives 
of the Tourism directorate - municipality of Kustendil and the Tourism council and led to planning of educational meeting 
in the beginning of 2010.
Concerning the hunting and game issues preliminary consultations were made with the Regional Forestry Directorate and 
a consultation with mayors of local villages are planned till the end of November.

•	 Practical	training	for	teachers	in	Biology	from	the	region	of	Osogovo

Preparation and conduction of practical field training for protection of the biological diversity and observation of specific 
representatives of the ornitofauna and flora in the region of Osogovo Mountain ws held. The field training was held in 
Kjustendil State Travel Agency residence in Osogovo Mountain between July 7-9. The training was organized in cooperation 
with a partnership project for preparation of education program and teachers guidebook “Osogovo, Belasitsa and Ograjden 
for kids” of the Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe and BBF.

•	 Environmental	education	programme	for	schools	

The Ecology Club of Hristo Botev Vth Basic School in Kjustendli was supported: a series of field expeditions (dedicated to 
acquaintance with the biodiversity in the region of Osogovo, bird watching, identification of plant, fungi, algae and animal 
species, methods of studying and identification of invertebrates) with selected students was organised. Experts from the 
Bulgarian Academy of Science, Sofia University and BBF were involved as well.
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9. Conservation of globally signifiCant biodiversity of the belasitsa 
mountain through involvement of loCal Communities in eCotourism 
development 

In 2009 the project continued with his innovative work on building conditions for sustainable tourism in Belasitsa. Local 
people were involved in numerous activities: 

•	 Improving	human	resources	for	sustainable	development	and	nature	conservation

 25 informational meetings and consultations to providers of ecotourism 
products and services, as well as potential ones were held. More than 100 
people were directly introduced in the principles of sustainable tourism - 
the opportunities for biodiversity conservation in Belasitsa and increasing 
benefits to local people. Over 50 people were familiar with the opportunities 
to improve energy efficiency at home or at work. 
40 students from Strumyani community visited the thematic trail "Butterflies 
and flowers of Belasitsa” and more than 70 children were familiar with the 
thematic trails and biodiversity of Belasitsa in the summer school organized 
by Regional Museum of Blagoevgrad. 

•	 Development	of	tourism	services	and	infrastructure	

The main objective of the project is to convert resources into services so that 
local people actually to have a chance to benefit from them. This includes the development of routes for biking and hiking, 
the creation of thematic trails, including cultural and historical monuments in tourist visits, demonstrations of local crafts, 
folklore, traditional dishes and others. For this purpose, two new interpretive routes were developed: route "Friends" and 
"Path of the Ant”. 
Outside the planned activities of the project, after several consultations with experts and officials of DNP Belasitsa the 
need to create a Strategy for information support for the area of the Park was assessed. The main objective of this 
strategy is to contribute to building of complete image of the region of Nature Park Belasitsa by establishing a system of 
rules for the design, type and manner of disposal of boards, signs, tourist signs and markings. The developed strategy 
was discussed with DNP Belasitsa and was adopted as an official document. It is represented by the Directorate to all 
stakeholders in the region. 
A GIS model and map of the new marked tourist routes is developed. 11 information panels with a tourist map of the route 
are placed at the center of each village and near hut Belasitsa and hut Kongur. In short marked trails 30 arrow panels are 
placed.  Poster exhibition for Nature Park Belasitsa was prepared.

•	 Activities	related	to	improving	the	energy	efficiency	of	guest	houses	and	public	buildings	

Boilers for hot water with solar panels were installed on guest houses, kindergartens and the building of the Directorate 
of NP Belasitsa. 20 informational meetings and private consultations with various stakeholders were held to discuss the 
relationship between biodiversity and climate change. 

•	Development	of	marketing	plan	

Six programs are made for short stays (3 days) and 1 program for longer stays (5 to 7 days in the region). Programs are 
presented to interested tour operators. Route maps, information leaflets, Guide for Belasitsa (in print), image brochures, 
Guide for “Interesting plants of Belasitsa” (forthcoming) were printed. 

•	Promotion	of	ecotourism	models	

BBF-branch Belasitsa promote opportunities for ecotourism development in the region of Belasitsa by participating in 
several initiatives: 

1.	 Opening	of	the	thematic	trails	"Friends"	and	"Path	of	the	ant”	on	25/07/2009,	hut	Belasitsa	
About 50 people attended. In addition to the local representatives, there were guests from all over the country, Macedonia, 
and French film crew which shot Belasitsa as one of the best examples illustrating the efforts of one Bulgarian NGO for 
nature conservation in Bulgaria. Despite the hot day, guests were entertained with folk program and tasting local dishes. 
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2.	 Roundtable	on	the	development	of	ecotourism	in	Belasitsa	on	30.09.2009,	
Official organizers were Petrich Municipality, DNP Belasitsa, BBF - Branch Belasitsa and Pirin Tourism Forum. About 50 
people took part. The results of this certain project and the project "Marketing of a destination for sustainable tourism 
Belasitsa” were presented. The possible future ideas for continuing work on the development of ecotourism and nature 
conservation in the region were discussed.

3.	 Tour	for	journalists	and	tour	operators 
In late September a tour for 15 journalists and tour operators was organized.  All the efforts of BBF for ecotourism 
development in the region and in neighboring Greece and Macedonia were presented. Participants gave useful comments 
and suggestions for our future work. 

10. Conservation of biodiversity in the muniCipality of kostinbrod through 
sustainable use of natural resourCes and development of environmental 
eduCation 

In 2009, continued the implementation of the envisaged project activities. More specific results were obtained in the 
following activities: 

•	 Mapping	and	monitoring	of	globally	important	species	and	habitats.	

This year continued the study of the rich biodiversity of the area. Leading experts from the institutes of the Academy 
of Sciences were involved. Reports for the species composition and distribution of rare plants (by Antoaneta Petrova), 
invasive plant species (by Vladimir Vladimirov), mushrooms (by Boris Asyov) and mammals (excluding bats) (by Rossen 
Mirchev) were received.

•	 Establishment	of	database	and	GIS.	

Information from the researches is fulfilling now in the established database. 

•	 Preparation	of	proposals	for	the	designation	of	protected	areas.	

After introduction of the four proposals for new protected areas to MOEW we received two answers for appropriateness. 
The first one confirms the appropriateness of the proposal for a natural landmark “Karst springs near the village of Bezden" 
and assign to BBF the preparation of the documentation. The second one rejected proposals for protected areas "Beledie 
Khan" and "Wet meadows Ranislavtsi" on the ground that match the area of the Natura 2000 network. We consider this 
reason to be unfounded and will continue to work for effective protection of these areas under the Protected areas law. 
For the fourth proposal - a protected area "Old oaks near the village Drenovo" we received a letter from RIEW Sofia, 
which reasonably suggests a reformulation of the proposal in such for a single old trees (under the Biodiversity Act). On 
23.04.2009 terrain visit with representatives of RIEW Sofia was conducted. 

•	 Working	with	teachers	from	schools.	

In the hut Luliaka large seminar was held with teachers of biology, geography and native land of all schools in the 
municipality. Attended by experts from the BBF and BAS, attended the deputy mayor of the municipality and the municipal 
ecologist. The seminar gave an opportunity to exchange information on current status and problems of biodiversity and 
environmental education in the municipality. 
Natural objects from Kostinbrod municipality were visited by teachers from all over the country participating in a national 
workshop on environmental education organized by REC - Bulgaria. 

•	 Conduct	after-school	classes,	lectures	and	excursions.	

Instructors provided by BBF regularly participate in extracurricular activities on nature conservation clubs in schools 
in the Municipality of Kostinbrod. The clubs were provided with print, computer and video materials, and interactive 
installations. Many tours, excursions and field visits were conducted with children from schools. In May 9-10 students 
and teachers from Kostinbrod visited the Nature Conservation Center Eastern Rhodopes in Madjarovo and got acquainted 
with the activities of BSPB/BirdLife International to protect the rich biodiversity of the area. In October 10-11 students 
and teachers from Kostinbrod visited the Nature Park Belasitsa and familiarized themselves with the results of the project 
"Belasitsa" of BBF, funded by GEF-SGP. 
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•	 Providing	information	for	Chitalista	(community	culture	center).	

The Libraries of the Chitalista in the municipalities were also regularly visited in order to provide information, images and 
literature on biodiversity. 

•	 Conducting	Days	of	biodiversity.

Like every year, special interest among children and interested citizens of Kostinbrod caused the events organized by BBF 
under the motto "Days of biodiversity. On 14 and 16 of May excursions for observation of nature were held within the 
municipality, and on May 21, in the library "Ivan Vazov" - Kostinbrod the traditional student competition "Natura 2000 - The 
Nature of my native land" was organized by BBF. 
The project activities will continue through 2010. The next steps are related to development of the database for biodiversity, 
preparation of web site and a brochure about the nature of the municipality, as well as to organize actions for the cleaning of 
valuable wetlands. Extracurricular activities on biodiversity and nature conservation will continue, as well as the municipal 
competition "Natura 2000 - The nature of my native land”. 

11. Conservation and sustainable development of karst Complex near 
the dragoman marsh in bulgaria 

The project started in late July 2009 and is funded by DBU - Deutsche Bundesstiftung Umwelt (German Federal Foundation 
for Environment), managed by the Foundation EuroNatur - Germany and implemented jointly by the "Balkans" Society 
and BBF. 

The first months pass with the preparation of the project implementation. On October 5 in the hall of Dragoman Municipality 
a large meeting was held to present the project to the local stakeholders and institutions. Prof. Vamhof - Deputy Secretary 
General of the DBU, and Gabriel Shvaderer - Executive Director EuroNatur participated in the meeting. Experts and mayors 
of the municipalities Dragoman, Kostinbrod, Godech, Slivnitsa and representatives of the Ministry of Environment and 
Water, State Forestry - Sofia, Regional Governor - Sofia region and others were invited. The meeting passed with great 
interest and discussion on some of the upcoming activities was held. 

The area of the project was visited by representatives of the Foundation EuroNatur. Details of the forthcoming activities 
were discussed.

The main engagements of BBF within the project are: developing a management plan for the wet meadows and pastures in 
the region and consultations with local stakeholders, implementation of management plans for rare plant species Fritillaria 
meleagroides and Viola pumila, re-introduction of the fish Misgurnus fossilis, developing a strategy for sustainable tourism 
and buying on behalf of BBF parts of wet meadows in the area Ranislavtsi (municipality Kostinbrod). Implementation of 
these activities will begin in 2010.
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V. Financial report of BBF for 2009

PROJECT DONOR	 BUDGET	
BGN

Cooperation for biodiversity conservation 
and sustainable local development in 
Strandja Mountain  

FM of EEA 1035801

Balkan Chamois and Brown Bear 
Conservation outside the protected areas

OPERATIONAL PROGRAM ENVIRONMENT 2007 - 2013 560000

Dragoman Marsh and Chepun DBU 2500

Osogovo in the Green Belt Zoology Society of Frankfurt 69000

Osogovo in the Green Belt Pro Natura Switzerland 51000

Nature conservation of Belasitsa UNDP – GEF 37868

Small Grants Programme 37868 147406

For the Nature in Bulgaria FM of EEA 147406

Ecotourism in the Western Frontier 
Mauntains  

UNDP– GEF – Small Grants Programme 45000

Campaign for the Nature  Open Society Foundation 15289

Environmental education in Kostinbrod 
Municipality 

UNDP GEF Small Grants Programme / Kostinbrod 
Municipality

15680

Preparation of the documents for PA Studen 
kladenec  

GEF -  Rhodope 2500

Educational activities and Natura 2000 in 
Plovdiv, Bourgas, Blagoevgrad 

Ministry of Education 50000

Preparation of the documents for PA Vrushka 
chuka

RIEW Montana 869

Students activities BBF 5000

Agriculture in Natura 2000 14200

River Osam KNIP - MATRA 12200

CHM Maintenance MOEW 8900

Chitalista in Belasitsa  Social Investment Fund 74550

Handbook for Western Frontier Mountains REC for CEE 8000

Assessment of the tourist potential of 
Strandja

CEEWEB 3400

Action plan for Capercallie State Forestry Agency 20000

Campaign for the Nature  BBF 5300



Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation 
in the International and 
European Biodiversity Year
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I. Context

The year 2010 is a classic year of dramatic contradictions. The ever increasing economic crisis and increasingly unclear 
policy of the Government has outlined unprecedented activeness of civic organisations and movements concerning topics 
common for the entire community such as government proposed changes in the legislation on electronic communications 
and access to personal information, the attempts to liberalise the growing in nature of GMO, discussion of the legislative 
foundation for reviewing of the transactions for exchanging of lands and forests, and discussion of the new forests act. 

• Exceptional success of civic organisations 
and movements in prohibiting the releasing of GMO in 
nature.  The basis for prohibiting of GMO growing was 
the preservation of a 30 km buffer around the Natura 2000 
areas. The well developed network of protected areas allows 
this provision to cover virtually the entire country. This is a 
very good example of combining the European legislation 
and the civic activeness to produce very good results. The 
efforts to build an overall environmental network during the 
recent years has served as a direct tool for protection of 
human health and for provision of quality food for people.   

• Lists of more than 40,000 signatures collected 
in 2009 in support of the Vitosha Nature Park were 
deposited with the Council of Ministers and are yet another 
demonstration of the commitment of the community toward 
nature protection and conservation of the parks. 

• The court cases in protection of Strandja and 
against the illegally approved General Management Plan of 
the Tsarevo Municipality produced results after the Ministry 
of Environment revoked the published Environmental 
Impact Assessment and following a 5 year period of 
silence reviewed the plan in the Higher Council of Experts 
at the end of the year.

• The public interest and the long-term campaign 
to protect the former protected area of Kamchiski Sands 
have lead to discussions among the responsible ministries 
of potential measures to protect this area. 

• The Agriculture and Forests Commission in the 
Parliament adopted on a second reading the draft forests 
act removing debatable language opposed by the coalition 
“In order that some nature remains in Bulgaria”. 
The Ministry of Agriculture and Foodstuffs fulfilled the 
commitments undertaken by Minister Miroslav Naidenov 
and Deputy-Minister Georgi Kostov, and the GERB MPs 
withdrew the disputable proposals.

Cooperation between NGOs and civic groups is in contrast 
with the financial and economic environment in which they 
operate. Although many, the available programs envisaging 
NGOs as beneficiaries virtually inaccessible because 
of the required preliminary investment of own funds or 
substantial co-financing, which is practically impossible 
for most NGOs in Bulgaria and in Europe. This allots them 
the role of performers of public procurement orders but not 
the conducting of environmental policies or of their own 
policies of nature conservation.

II. 2010 for BBF

This has been a most unstable and difficult year for both the entire nature conservation community and the BBF. All 
attempts at planning of activities and funding proved to be heavily dependent on factors beyond BBF’s control. The fact 
that this year 90 % of the funds we operated with were received from on-going projects has made us heavily dependent 
on the operating efficiency with which the relevant donors administer their reports and payments. Despite this, the team 
managed to follow its priorities, to carry out its project with good quality and to manage its funds in a way that enabled it 
to make all due payments without affecting the financial reserves of the Foundation.
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On the other hand, this year being International Biodiversity Year, was a year of intensive media and public activeness for 
us – we realised scores of events, exhibitions and media events that position us among the important factors for nature 
conservation.

This year’s victories of ours, which make us feel satisfied with our work, are:

• After 5 years of disregard of laws by the MOEW, the Strandja Nature Park Management Plan was reviewed at the 
end of the year by the Higher Council of Experts, which returned it to BBF for updating by the end of March 2011. 
The Plan, containing the recommendations, will be subjected to a public hearing and deposited with the MOEW for 
consideration by the HCEE and for adoption. At this stage the former team manager in charge of the elaboration of 
the management plan has refused to update it, leaving this work in the care of the BBF to carry out within the Strandja 
project. The MOEW may provide certain funds from the Environmental Protection Activities Management Enterprise.

• In partnership with other organizations, the BBF has developed a project in the frame of the forthcoming Swiss Aid for 
Bulgaria. This project is embedded in the memorandum of cooperation signed between Bulgaria and Switzerland.

• The Foundation has not lost a single person from its team (other than the ladies on maternity leave) and has, in fact, 
increased the team by a high quality and particularly important addition – a GIS expert.

III. BBF activities:

1. PR activities 

In 2010 г. Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation (BBF) join the call by the UN and devote their activities to the Year of 
Biodiversity. In this regard, in the begging of the year MOEW planned  a special calendar for the Biodiversity year and 
included many activities and events from all over the country. So far we have done the following: 

• Printed a calendar for 2010 dedicated to the International Year of Biodiversity, which was circulated among our 
partners, children participated in our events and others. 

• Printed a series of stickers "Endangered and threatened species” with drawings.

• We celebrated the International Biodiversity Day (May 22) with a Carnival of biodiversity (costumes of plants and 
animals). In Bourgas wonderful children's festival was organized by BBF in partnership with the Municipality, RIEW 
and Pobeda AD in the Sea Garden with over 70 participants from kindergartens, schools and individual citizens. In 
Sofia, BBF organized a Carnival as part of the campaign, organized in the capitals of six selected countries from the 
European Union - Madrid, Amsterdam, Sofia, Warsaw and Rome in the European campaign "Biodiversity. We are all 
part of it.”

• We participated in the jury of the Photo Contest, organized by the EC Representation in Bulgaria – “Biodiversity. We 
are all part of it.” and we will organize the presentation of the exhibition in Bourgas. 

• We ran the nomination procedure for Annual biodiversity awards.

• BBF became the only official partner for Bulgaria of the international initiative of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
for the Year of biodiversity – www.cbd.int/2010/partners/ 

• We participated and presented BBF at the “Days of Pirin” (10 July). 

• We organised a large public event regarding the presentation of the photo exhibition on BIODIVERSITY. WE ARE ALL 
PART OF IT in Burgas, 17-23.08.2010. We received full cooperation by Mrs. Atanaska Nikolova, Deputy Mayor on 
Euro Integration and Environment in the Burgas Municipality, for partnership by the Municipality in the exhibition in 
Burgas; We have adapted and printed various information publications: 200 posters, 2,000 advertising leaflets and a 
transparency for the Burgas exhibitions, art invitations for the official guests (with an apple as part of the Pan-European 
campaign); The easels and photographs were arranged by the entire team of the BBF.

• The exhibition was opened with very high interest by the citizens and guests of Burgas – more than 100 persons 
became involved in the celebration; Apart from the official guests, who made welcoming speeches – Mrs. Zlatanova, 
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Mr.s Nikolova (Burgas Municipality), Mrs. Dukova (Burgas Regional Government), Mrs. Ivanova (BBF), the opening 
was attended by colleagues from the Strandja Nature Park, the Regional Inspectorate of Environment and Water in 
Burgas, the Burgas Regional Museum, the State Forestry Board of Burgas, the Bulgarian Society for Protection of 
Birds, the Poda Nature Protection Centre, the Green Bulgaria Association, the Chamber of Architects of Burgas, the 
Union of Forestry Specialists, Kronoshpan Burgas, etc. Particular interest was caused by the quiz for the guests on 
marine and Strandja related subjects, as well as the awards provided by the EC Representative Office and by the BBF 
(bags, seeds, biodiversity calendars). The merriest place was the children’s corner – the art workshop where children 
created using natural materials and painted their biodiversity bags. Each guest who wanted to, left his or her small 
biodiversity protection message. The Zharava Strandja Folk-lore group provided entertainment for all.

• Media coverage: The preliminary message was sent to all local and regional media and was broadcasted by 19 
electronic media, 5 radio stations and 2 local televisions; Representatives of more than 10 media came to the 
festivities. The event was covered widely also following the opening on August 17 in 13 electronic media, 5 printed 
media and 5 radio stations. One TV team filmed the exhibition during its preparation in the morning, and another 
filmed it after it began. 

• The BBF presented itself with a stand with materials about the Pirin Mountain Days in July. The municipalities of 
Simitli, Kresna, Strumiani and Sandanski presented local products and souvenirs, and also the possibilities for 
tourism in Pirin. The guests had the chance to taste traditional tasty food and enjoy authentic folklore performances. 
Topical walks were organised for the youngest with guides from the Pirin National Park Directorate on subjects such 
as ‘Guess the Tree’, ‘Fragrant Herbs of Pirin’, ‘Who Lives Here?’, as well as open-air pursuits – ‘I Paint Using Nature’s 
Colours’. Nature-related films were shown to the children in the Lagera 
hut, and they enjoyed a cable trolley. The high point of the program was 
the presentation by Bagatur – a Proto-Bulgarian survival school – the 
way toward spiritual and bodily awakening. The guests held their breath 
watching the overwhelming demonstration, and later on those who wanted 
to, tried bow shooting. Although the ‘Pirin Mountain Days’ still fail to reach 
a wide range of tourists, they have become a tradition which unites the 
municipalities around the Pirin Nature Park and the Park Directorate in 
their efforts to aid in the development of sustainable tourism in the Pirin 
Mountain.

• The GEF has awarded the BBF for its good eco-practices in the field of 
biodiversity during the exhibition workshop of good eco-practices in the 
Small Projects Program of the Global Environmental Facility in Bulgarian 
on July 9, held in front of the National Palace of Culture. Representatives 
of 35 project funded by the GEF SPP took part in it. The organisations 
demonstrated innovative ecopractices in the 5 areas of operation of the 
GEF SPP – climate changes, land degradation, biodiversity, water and persistent organic pollutants. BBF was awarded 
during the ceremony for presentation of best eco-practice diplomas in the field of operation of the GEF SPP for its 
Strandja Regional Brand (jointly with the Strandja Nature Park Directorate), for the European Green Belt and for the 
Belasitsa Nature Park. Diplomas were awarded also for other GEF SPP funded projects of the BBF – ‘Conservation of 
Globally Significant Biodiversity in the Belasitsa Mountain through Involvement of Local Communities in Eco-Tourism 
Development’ and ‘The Western Boundary Mountains’.

• This year we celebrated 30 years of the designation of the Atanasovsko Lake reserve and for this reason the three 
organisations united their efforts in their desire to prepare a modest but non-standard celebration aimed at those 
who visit the lake for its medicinal lye and mud, those who have not even heard about the reserve or those who do 
not even suspect that they live near such a place, unique in Europe. The reserve birthday festivities were organised 
by the Regional Inspectorate of Environment and Water in Burgas, the Bulgarian Society for Protection of Birds and 
the Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation. We promoted the natural features of the Atanasovsko lake and celebrated 
the International Biodiversity Year 2010 with in an even less traditional manner. We installed among the lye and 
medicinal mud a large board with information about the Atanasovsko lake, the lye, the mud and the production of salt. 
The wooden part was made and installed by the BSPB nature conservation brigade members. We gave information 
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materials (leaflets, stickers, T-shirts, bookmarks, “fortune slips”) to all guests and despite the cold weather the bravest 
participants entered the lye and the mud and made a pelican figure on the sand.

• The three organisations started a photo competition on the subject of ‘Atanasovsko lake –people, birds and salt’ and 
13 authors took part. The best photographs were included in the BSPB 2011 calendar.

• On September 2, 2010, the Sofia Regional Governor, Mr. Krasimir Zhivkov, opened the exhibition “The Green Belt – 
Places Forbidden, Forgotten, Protected...” in the Sofia Regional Government Building. It was organised jointly with 
the Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation on the occasion of the International Biodiversity Year. The opening was attended 
by the Deputy Regional Governor, Mrs. Rositsa Ivanova, the Secretary General, Mrs. Maya Tsanova, the Green Belt 
and Natura 2000 coordinator from the BBF, Mr. Petko Tsvetkov, the Director of the Regional Forestry Directorate, Mr. 
Anton Popov, the Executive Director of the Sofia RIEW, Mr. Valeri Georgiev, mayors of municipalities in the region, 
ecologists, and representatives of the Balkans Wildlife Association. Mrs. Irevan Petkova, head of the Ecology and 
Environment Protection Section in the Regional Government, presented the exhibited photographs and the intent of 
the exhibition. The opening of the exhibition is the first initiative of the Regional Government on the occasion of the 
biodiversity year. The Sofia Regional Government and the BFB are planning for a series of initiatives aimed to raise 
the environment protection awareness of the population. The Green Belt exhibition was presented at 6 Vitosha blvd., 
in the building of the Regional Government, on the first and fifth floors, between September 2 and October 2, 2010, 
following which it will be provided to those municipalities in the Sofia area, who are interested. 

• During the Ecology and Sustainable Energy Week in Burgas (20-24 September), The Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation, 
in partnership with the Burgas Municipality and the Strandja Nature Park Directorate presented an interactive educational 
exhibition titled ‘Save Energy – Live Better!’ and an exhibition titled ‘The Black Sea: North-South’ by the photograph 
Alexander Ivanov.

The first exhibition is a travelling interactive educational exhibition – ‘SAVE ENERGY – LIVE BETTER!’, created under 
a project of the Golden Strandja Association. The modules demonstrate visually for the students various methods for 
energy saving at home, how electricity is generated, how a solar power charger may power your phone in the mountain, 
what insulation can be made when building a house, how many kilometers do fruits and vegetables that we buy and eat 
in Bulgaria ‘cost’, etc. The purpose of the exhibition is to provoke the children toward thinking on how much and in what 
way does each one of us pollute the environment, even by what we eat… The exhibition was opened on 20 September 
2010 in the Bogoridi gallery.

The second event was the photo exhibition titled „THE BLACK SEA: NORTH – SOUTH”. It is a small, but breath stopping 
selection of 24 exceptional photographs by Alexander Ivanov, known for his exciting aerial photographs from Bulgaria. 
The selected photographs show the Black Sea as an astounding, unknown and terrifying sea, presenting some of the most 
beautiful parts of the Black Sea coast area, and some of the areas which, unfortunately, have been lost irretrievably. The 
exhibition was shown for a very short time, but in a very central and much visited location between 20 and 24 September 
2010, in the gallery of the Society of Burgas Artists, on 22 Alexandrovska str.

‘The Black sea: north – south’ is a project of the Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation within the frame of the Coalition ‘In 
Order that Some Nature Remains in Bulgaria’ financed by the NGO Fund of Norway, Island and Lichtenstein under the 
European Economic Space financial mechanism, through the Eco-Community Foundation and the Local Self-Government 
Development Foundation. 

A new opportunity to present the exhibition was found and was the exhibition was shown free of charge for two weeks as of 
18 November 2010 in the newly opened hall in the centre of Burgas, where it enjoyed renewed viewer interest. The author, 
Alexander Ivanov, attended both presentations.

We became a key partner to eco magazine for kids "MOGI" and took part with materials and pictures of various topics 
in each issue (on wetlands, biodiversity, traces, etc.). Also we are helping them to spread the magazine in the Bourgas 
region. 

BBF won the tender announced by the MOEW to develop “Terms of Reference for the National Information and communication 
strategy for Natura 2000 network” under the OP "Environment 2007-2013". Preliminary analysis of available information 
so far made in communicating the theme in the country was prepared. The Terms of Reference as a final product of the 
contract was prepared and accepted as the legal framework of the Communication Strategy and its future implementation 
by the MoEW.
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Printed materials of BBF:
- a new brochure for BBF in Bulgarian and English (in print 2000), which includes a small set of leaflets for each of the 

current projects of BBF (edition 1000) was published.

- "The interesting plants of Belasitsa” (2000 edition)

- Toolkit for teachers and field guide for children “From Osogovo to Belasitsa” (edition of REC for CEE – Bulgaria, in 
partnership with BBF) 

The web portal for Belasitsa (http://belasitsa.com) has been supported and developed by the BBF - Belasitsa Branch

Participation in different media events: National: VTV , Kanal 3, TV7,  Pro bg (Rumi, Petko, Danche, Andi, Laty), BNR, Darik 
radio (Laty, Radost); Regional (Andy, Laty, Radost)

2. Educational activities 
More than 5 months were necessary for the reporting of our project for Natura 2000 competitions, which was finished at 
the end of 2009. At the same time we win a project under the programme “The Youth in Action” for the camp and lectures 
with the students. In May more than 60 people participated in “Kartali” camp in Eastern Rhodopes. There is still very high 
interest for our educational course on biodiversity in the University of Sofia (this year in partnership with BSPB).

This year we’ve started Educational course for kids and students in Blagoevgrad (in partnership with Regional museum, 
BSPB and FDFF) – 15 lectures and 3 field trips were organized. We supported the process of preparation of representatives 
from Language secondary school in a National competition on natural sciences and ecology. They presented “The unknown 
Belasitsa” and won 7th place.  

We are still continuing with the educational activities in Kostinbrod Municipality – students competition, the winners of 
which visited Trigrad as a price, Earth Day, field trips, etc.

In December we will join the Christmas market of National Nature History Museum in Sofia with special stand for 
educational materials and lectures for biodiversity.

3. Protection of species
The action plan for Capercaillie (Tetrao urogallus) has been finalized and deposited in the Executive Forest Agency. 
The inspection of the plan by the Biodiversity Council is forthcoming. The conduction of the project for protection of 
Capercaillie for Biosphera NGO as well as mapping of the leks continues. 

There are serious problems with Operational Program Environment and the project for Chamois  and the Brown bear At the 
present moment only tender procedures have been conducted and no project activities have been implemented. An audit 
of the project has started in March and still has not been officially finalized. 

On the 05.03.2010 we took part in a work meeting for discussing the reaclimatization of Falco cherrug in National park 
“Central Balkan”

We have lobbied for improvement of the protection of Red Breasted Goose in Dobrudja. 

Informal correspondence with the Deputy Minister Evdokia Maneva concerning the problems related to Red Breasted 
Goose and the necessity for banning the hunting in protected territories of the Durankulak lake and the Shabla lake 
complex as well as handing of official letter to the Minister concerning the same issues has been done. 

We are coordinating the development and handing of a letter on the behalf of touristic operators that concerns the same 
issue. After the handing of the letters the Ministry of Environment and Water has speeded up the publication of ordinances 
without solving the issues we have posed a question on. 

4. Protected territories
We won the execution of research of the biodiversity of the Batashka planina aiming at proclamation of new protected 
territories. Activities related with studying Capercaillie, large carnivores, flora and habitats, fishes and others have been 
started. We take part in the conduction of informational campaign for promotion of Biosphere Park Batashka planina. 
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In March we have visited the ex Straljan marshland in order to get acquainted with the possibility of its recovery. The 
Marshland is unique territory of high importance and value, but in order to assess the possibilities for its recovery 
preliminary researches have to be conducted. 

In May we have visited a forest in the plains, wetlands, an old quarry close to Chirpan, where ideas for recovery of 
wetlands exist. We support the process of development of proposal for proclamation of new protected territory there. The 
Bulgarian Society for Protection of Birds is going to cooperate with us by provision of an English bird expert for preliminary 
researches in September or October. We made additional visit to the place in October with the British expert.

5. Natura 2000 and the Green Belt 
Yn the frame of two projects BBF together with other partners is developing draft management and development plans 
of Natura 2000 sites and Municipal development programs based on the local Natura 2000 sites in the municipalities 
including Nikopol, Kresna and Dragoman municipalities.

BBF took part in working meetings and is part of the working group set up by the Ministry of Environment and Water for 
the development of Marine Natura 2000 network.

Through it project in the border areas as Strandja, Rhodope mountains, Belasitsa and Osogovo regions BBF continue to 
be most active partner and contributor of the European Green Belt Initiative in Bulgaria. 

Two BBF representatives took par in the Pan European Green Belt meeting held in October in Kuhmo, Finland were an 
overview of the initiative have been done and the its future discussed. BBF is recognized as the main promoter of the 
initiative in Bulgaria and gave a presentation for the experience of the Foundation in Osogovo, Belasitsa and Strandja 
border regions. 

6. Policy and legislation
- As a result of our suggestion a meeting with the Minister and the Deputy Minister with the topic of policy of the 

Ministry of Environment and water for biodiversity has been conducted on 20.01.2010. We have received an offer for 
cooperation for the informational campaign, biodiversity and protected territories. 

- We have participated in a conference for protected territories in hotel “Gloria Palase” on 16.02.2010 organized by 
the Bulgarian Society for Protection of Birds. The Deputy Minister Evdokia Maneva and the Deputy Minister Kostov 
participated there. M.Michailov rejected to announce new protected areas.

- During February we have renewed the campaign against land substitution – meetings with journalists and participation 
in TV broadcasts of BBT, Kanal 3. TV7, interviews for several newspapers and radio stations.

- There were several meetings with members of parliament concerning the issue of “Kamchiiski piasatci” protected 
territory. After a two time remaindering from our site for the engagement taken by the Prime Minister the case has been 
set in motion and in the beginning of July a special commission with representative from the two ministries NGOs for 
studying the casus and offering of solutions have been formed.  

- We have prepared a standpoint for the Foresty Law – participation in three meetings of NGOs related with the Forestry 
Law and three meetings with the deputy minister Georgi Kostov. We have lobbied to the Prime Minister in relation to 
the Forestry Law. 

- We lobbied with Executive Agency of Forest in order to improve the final version of the future Forest Act. We lobbied 
with member of the Parliament to submit our proposals as amendment. He submitted them.

- Two representatives of BBF participated in the Natura 2000 meeting organized by CEEWEB in Triglav National Park, 
Slovenia, 30.06-03.07.2010. We succeed to receive a lot of information about internal procedures of EC on the 
infringement. The visit of Triglav NP was also very useful.

- We participated in a seminar on Wilderness in Europe in Brussels, 16-18.11.2010.

- BBF lobbied successfully with the Prime Minister in order to be established a special commission for investigation of 
the “Kamchiyski pjasatzi”. Two meetings of the Commission were held. Following the commission the MoEW banned 
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the building activities for one year in the Natura 2000 site Kamchya. Unfortunately later there were no more meetings 
and activities on this topic.

- We guided a French tour operator in Eastern Rhodopes and discussed the opportunities for common projects in the 
end of July.

- Two representatives of BBF participated in a seminar on adaptive management of protected areas in Kerkini National 
Park, Greece. BBF covered the participation of the Directors of Rila and Central Balkan National Parks. The seminar 
was very useful. We discussed with representatives of the Greek NGOs and National parks. 

7. Eco-tourism 
The Eco-tourism coordinator was included in the BBF team who contributed to the implementation of many such activities 
during the year:

- Third edition of the traditional tour „Winter in Belasitsa” with continuation in Macedonia attending the Strumitsa 
Karneval;

- Negotiations upon Green school in the Green Belt of Bulgaria with German and Bulgarian Students, BFB is partner of 
Grune Schule grenzenlos, Zethau, Germany; the project should be financed by the EC program „Jouth in Action”;

- Elaboration of tourism strategy for the region of Dragoman, Godech and Kostinbrod 

- Bicycel Tour from Strandja along the Black Sea Coast to Istanbul;

- Tour for Swiss group of nature-lovers „Culture and Nature in Northeast Bulgaria”, gathered and guided by Christian 
Zindel;

- Preparation of a project proposal for the European Cmmission:

Iron curtain trail from the Romanian-Serbian border to the Black Sea (applicant: Bulgarian Association for Alternative 
Tourism, other partnering organisations: Ministry of Economy, Energy and Tourism, Bulgarian Environmental Partnership 
Foundation, Municipality of Thassos, Greece, Bike Attack Association Romania).

IV. The review of the BBF projects

Collaboration for nature conservation and sustainable 
local development in Strandja mountain 

This project is one of the main projects of the BBF for two reasons – it has created many possibilities for partnerships with 
important stakeholders (MOEW, the embassy of Norway, the municipalities of Tsarevo and Malko Turnovo, etc.) and has 
covered a substantial part of the administrative and overhead costs of the Foundation.

Despite the serious financial problems of the project, the team and its partners have managed to compensate for the 
delays and to carry out the various activities in the best manner.

1.	Creation	of	GIS	and	Monitoring	Systems

The tender documents and TORs for biodiversity related studies, GIS, a sociologist and an economist were prepared. 
The specific requirements for the TORs for the individual positions were discussed with the Strandja Park Directorate and 
the Norwegian partner during the visits to the area. The tender was held and contracts were concluded with the selected 
experts. Their field work has started.

2.	Elaboration	and	implementation	of	a	communication	strategy	

A sociological study concerning the attitude of local people toward the park was held by the National Center of Opinion 
Polls in December 2009, and the results were presented on a special media event in January. 

The education and training program started in June with 2 study trips to Norway – one for local entrepreneurs (6-12 June) 
and another for the institutions active in the Strandja Nature Park (20-27 June). The trips were financed and organised by 
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the project partner – the Norway Nature Management Directorate. The study trips were very motivating and inspiring for 
the participants. 

The other training events envisaged in the project – ‘Sustainable Local Development and Development of the Strandja 
Regional Brand’ and ‘Conflict Resolution and Joint Protected Area Management’ – were carried out.

Inventorying of agricultural farmers in the park is impending, as well as provision of consultancy for those in need of such 
consultancy, and a large-scale international seminar with UNESCO.

Work on the project communication strategy was started early in the year involving the Norwegian partner – the Nature 
Management Directorate. The strategy framework was prepared and its most controversial points were discussed. 

3.	Development	of	the	Regional	Strandja	Brand	

A national competition for a trademark slogan was started in January. The award winner was ‘Adventure for the Senses’. 

Two sessions to certify new guest houses and attractions were organised in November 2009 and June 2010. New facilities 
were certified in November and, for the first time, two tourist attractions – a boat trip along the Veleka River and horse-
riding adventure tours in the park. 

Unfortunately, there are serious delays by the Patent Agency in considering the documents required to register the brand 
and deposited as early as 2008 by the BBF and the Nature Park Directorate. A new fee requested by the agency was paid 
in March. 

The NPD, the Municipality of Tsarevo and we participated with a joint stand and presented the brand during the International 
Tourism Exchange in the National Palace of Culture in Sofia, in February. This was the first joint presentation of the NPD and 
the Tsarevo Municipality. The Malko Turnovo Municipality declined our invitation. The Days of Strandja in Sofia happened 
as part of the national ‘Green Days’ initiative organised by the Bulgarian Association for Alternative Tourism between 15 
and 18 April 2010. The stand was visited by the First Secretary of the Norwegian Embassy, Mrs. Dagfrid Hjorthol.

The 8th periwinkle festival was successfully organised on 7 and 8 March by the Strandja NPD in partnership with the 
project team. More than 800 persons took part in the diverse and interesting program. The local NGO of Golden Strandja 
also took part in the preparation. 

4.	Creation	of	a	Collaborative	Management	Structure	

The idea of a biosphere park and its management structure were discussed with all stakeholders during the study trips in 
Norway. The representatives of the Ministry of Environment and Water (MOEW) presented their ideas and the benefit from 
such a park. The idea about the creation of a Park Advisory Council was discussed with the partners from the National Man 
and Biosphere Committee, the MOEW, and the Strandja NPD. 

Life for the Bourgas lakes

BBF is a partner of BSPB for their LIFE + project for 
the lakes. The objective of the project is to provide long 
term conservation of the Bourgas lakes and sustainable 
management of bird species and their habitats. In this 
relation a partnership between organizations, institutions 
from different sectors will be developed for a common work 
for a common cause – Municipality of Bourgas, Salinas, 
NGOs – RSPB, BBF.

The total budget of the project is 1 775 006 euro, 75 % 
from EC and the rest of the money are provided by the 
partners.

BBF started its work for update of the National wetlands 
plan. Ventzy Vassilev was attracted as a coordinator of the 
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process. Many meetings with BSPB team were organized for coordination of the common work. The ToR of the plan was 
discussed with different experts and institutions on a special meeting in MoEW in October. It was presented to MOEW in 
the beginning of November for official approval. We also started the activities related to meetings with stakeholders and we 
organized a big meeting with the hunters on November 25th in Bourgas. Several meetings with the English experts from 
RSPB were held during the year. Steering committee of the project was held on December 1st in Bourgas.  

Osogovo in the Green belt
The main activities that have been conducted during the first half of 2010 are related with research and studies of large 
carnivores in Osogovo – 6 photo traps have been placed in key spots in the mountain; habitat models of bats have been 
developed while existing habitat models of other mammal species and the habitat map of the Bulgarian part of the 
mountain have been updated and upgraded. A habitat map of the Makedonian part of the mountain has been prepared with 
the help of BBF in collaboration with MES utilizing remote sensing methods and GIS. 

These activities have been implemented in parallel with conduction of several seminars and trainings with local 
stakeholders from the municipalities of Kjustendil and Nevestino. The seminars are dedicated to themes like: opportunities 
for sustainable tourism  development in Osogovo: and NATURA 2000 – main principles, benefits and restrictions for local 
communities as well as the role of protected territories and zones in particular Nature Parks as a tool for biodiversity 
conservation and sustainable development of local communities. 

(Until the present moment two  educational trips with students from Kjustendil schools have been conducted and three 
more are planned to be done during the summer holiday. The aim of the excursions is to give chance to the young 
students to get acquainted with biodiversity of the mountain and to improve their knowledge in the sphere of wildlife 
observation and identification of species with the support of biology and ecology experts from the Bulgarian academy 
of science and the Faculty of Biology of Sofia University. Beside this a training for biology teachers from Kjustendil was 
conducted in the beginning of July. 

There is an ongoing research dedicated to the study of traditional sorts of orchard trees in the region of Osogovo mountain 
including finding existing trees belonging to old traditional sorts, determining their biological status, taking genetic 
material from the for conservation of the sort that could  allow the cultivation of such sorts by locals on a later stage. 

A study trip for local stakeholders from Nevestino and Kjustendil municipalities dedicated to show good practices of 
sustainable tourism in the area of Belasitsa Nature park is in a process of development and will be conducted by the end 
of July. 

The success of the first study trip for local stakeholders in the period of 28.07-30.07.2010 and the strong interest shown 
by the local majors resulted in enquiries for clarification visits in the region which will be conducted until the end of 
2010. In order to be able to cover a broader group of local stakeholders a second study trip was planned and conducted 
during October 2010. It was specially designed and dedicated to  representatives of the local governmental bodies and 
forestry institutions and aimed at rising the awareness of the participants for the role of protected areas in particular nature 
parks for protection of the environment and development of the region and support of the local communities through 
possibilities for development of ecotourism and its link to nature parks The trip was conducted in two nature parks – 
Vitosha and Belasitsa. 

Meanwhile three more educational trips for pupils from Kjustendil have been conducted with the participation of various 
experts the Bulgarian academy of science and the Faculty of Biology of Sofia University. The conduction of these trips 
have closed the successful implementation of these task. 

The research of of traditional sorts of orchard trees in the region of Osogovo mountain has already reached the moment of 
presenting the initial draft report of findings from the experts involved in the process of studying the area. Review of  the 
draft report, editing and its release are forthcoming and will be done until the end of the year. 

A meeting of all experts who have been involved in any research activities dedicated to studying the biodiversity of Osogovo 
mountain during the project period was conducted in November 2010. Beside the experts the meeting was attended by 
various stakeholders from regional and national level (Ministry of environment and waters, Regional inspectorate for 
environment and waters, National forestry agency, and the Osogovo State Hunting Enterprise, Kjustendil. The purpose of 
the meeting was to provide a brief summary for all studied habitats as well as groups of flora and fauna representatives 
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typical for the project region, their favourable conservation status, potential threats and advices for their future protection. 
One of the most important topics covered by the meeting was discussion of the need or revision of the current system of 
protected areas and if there is a necessity of increasing the number of protected areas in the near future. The outcomes of 
the expert meeting will play important role in the future development of the project especially concerning the issues for 
future management and zoning of the area.

The second half of the project year was also the period of conduction of numerous important meetings with representatives 
of the Kjustendil municipality council and Members of the National Parliament from the region. The purpose of the 
meetings was to disseminate the main objective of the project as well as to gain understanding and support for the future 
implementation of the project and the benefits provided for the local communities. 

The research related with the biodiversity of Osogovo mountain also continued during the second half of the year. The 
studies done in the region via utilization of photo traps covered mainly the large predators in the region and assessment 
of their favourable conservation status. 

A meeting with the project partner and donor of Frankfurt Zoological Society was conducted in November, During the 
meeting a proposal for future continuation of the project and proposed activities was discussed. Another topic covered 
by the meeting was related with possibilities for future continuation of the project and provision of additional funding. For 
the moment there is an informal confirmation for continuation of the project and provision of limited funding for a period 
of at least one more year. Similar meeting with representative of Pro Natura – the second donor of the project is planned 
for December 2010.  

E-2010 Column - networking and information exchange for 
environmental non-governmental organizations in Poland 
BBF was a partner and FRESO Foundation was the leading 
organization 

• 10 consultations and discussions for the web pages www.bluelink.net and www.forthenature.org  were made;

• Information about BBF was presented during the preparation of internet page http://www.ekolumna.org.pl . 

• Three representatives of BBF took a part in the National meeting of the Polish environmental, 12-15.05.2010, Spala, 
Poland. Two presentations were made – for BBF and for the work of Coalition and Bluelink. A number of informational 
materials were distributed.

Osogovo, Ograjden, Belisitza for kids

BBF was a partner and REC – Bulgaria was the leading organization.

• Toolkit for teachers and field guide for children “From Osogovo to Belasitsa” was prepared and tested in 8 pilot 
schools.

• Educational workshop for the presentation of the field guide for the teachers from Kjustendil and Blagoevgrad 
districts was organized on 11-12.03.2010 in Blagoevgrad. More than 40 teachers and representative of institutions 
participated.

• During the period 19-21.03.2010 a special green school was organized in Belasitsa for the presentation of the field 
guide. 50 kids from 8 pilot schools took a part in it.

• The toolkit and the field giude were distributed in 30 schools in the region from Osogovo to Belasitsa. 
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Introducing nature friendly farming in Natura 2000 sites in 
Bulgaria

BBF is a project implementation partner, contracted by Centre for Environmental Information and Education (CEIE). The 
initial project duration was extended with 6 months till 29 July 2010. 

The project component, which BBF is responsible for, is the development of Model Management and Development Plans 
for the Natura 2000 pilot sites. The scope and objectives of the document have shifted during the project implementation. 
It was found that at the present moment there are no preconditions (data, legal and administrative arrangements) for 
the development of the legal Management plan of the pSCI. Instead, the project experts (Ventzislav Vassilev and Petko 
Tzvetkov) has developed two plans for sustainable management and development of the territories of Natura 2000 within 
the municipal borders for Nikopol and Kresna municipalities. The plans have been finalized in spring 2010, based on the 
reports from the biodiversity survey and agriculture working group report (performed in 2008 – 2009)

Biodiversity conservation in the Kostinbrod Municipality 
through sustainable use of natural resources and 
development of nature conservation education

The activities envisaged for the last year of the project, 2010, were carried out with particular intensity. 

1.	Mapping	and	Monitoring	of	Globally	Significant	Species	and	Habitats.	

The study of the rich biodiversity in the region continued. Leading specialists from the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 
and young specialists from non-governmental organisations were involved. Monitoring of plants and mushrooms, and a 
special study of corncrake in the Ranislavtsi locality was conducted in 2010.

2.	Construction	of	a	database	and	GIS.	

Information from scientific studies was entered in the constructed database and is used in the preparation of scientific 
materials (publications, a web site, a leaflet), and in the preparation of subsequent projects. 

3.	Assistance	of	protected	species	populations	

Assistance of stork population in the municipality was carried out, where local companies and volunteers made 10 metal 
platforms to replace dangerous stork nests located on electricity pylons. Eight platforms were occupied by stork couples 
who restored their nests and raised offspring successfully. This activity had large media and public effects.

4.	Cleaning	of	Water	Bodies	of	Ruderal	Vegetation	and	Urban	Waste.	

An activity to clean the karst spring near the Bezden village of urban waste was carried out in June. 25 children and 
teachers participated. Presenters, provided by the BFB, took part in extracurricular events of the nature conservation clubs 
in the schools of the Kostinbrod municipality. Many trips, outings and site visits with children from the schools were 
conducted. 

5.	Provision	of	information	in	reading	libraries. 

The traditional Natura 2000 – The Nature of My Birthplace quiz took place involving children from all schools in the 
municipality. The questions and the awards for the public were provided by BFB. The first prize for the winning team was 
a trip to the Trigrad Village area.

The local photo club was assisted in the carrying out of an expedition to photograph nature landmarks in the municipality 
(Beledie han, Bezden etc.) and in the holding of a municipality level photo competition. The photographs for the 
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competition were exhibited for two weeks in the lobby of the reading library and the visitors were able to vote using 
special voting papers. An information seminar was conducted in the Lyuliaka hut and in the Beledie han locality involving 
18 representatives of all reading libraries in the municipality. The presenter, Rossen Vasilev, made a presentation of the 
discoveries and achievements of the biodiversity conservation project in the municipality. A short excursion in the area 
was carried out. A web page dedicated to the biodiversity in the Kostinbrod municipality was created. The page includes 
many photographs and information about the main groups of biodiversity, the most interesting sites and the possibilities 
for ecotourism in the municipality.

Early in November 2010, Rossen Vasilev presented the project implementation results during a session of the Kostinbrod 
Municipal Council. The presentation was very successful and the mayor of the municipality made a personal invitation to 
BBF for future nature conservation projects.

Conservation and sustainable development of the Karst 
complex in the Dragoman Marsh in Bulgaria

The project ‘Conservation	and	sustainable	development	
of	the	Karst	complex	in	the	Dragoman	lake	in	Bulgaria’ 
started in late July 2009. It was financed by DBU – Deutsche 
Bundesstiftung Umwelt (German Federal Environmental 
Foundation), managed by the EuroNatur Foundation of 
Germany and implemented jointly by the Balkani Wildlife 
Association and BBF.

The main commitments of BBF in this project are: 
elaboration of a management plan for the wet meadows 
and pastures in the area and advising of local stakeholders, 
implementation of the management plans for rare plant 
species such as Fritillaria meleagroides and Viola pumila, 
reintroduction of the fish Misgurnus fossilis, elaboration 
of a sustainable tourism strategy and purchasing in the 
name of BBF of parts of the wet meadow in the Ranislavtsi 
locality (Kostinbrod municipality). 

1.	Sustainable	Wetland	Management

A series of site visits were carried out – the scientific 
studies provided further information about important 
biodiversity in the area.

The data will be used in the elaboration of management 
plans for the wet meadows in the Ranislavtsi – Rayanovtsi 
localities, and in the studies of the possibility for restoration 
activities.

2.	Consultation	of	Stakeholders

BBF has the task of organising a process of consultation for 
the local stakeholders. 

The purpose of the meetings was to clarify the current 
use of the meadows by the local people. A complete lack 
of interest in sustainable use by the actual owners of the 
meadows was established, resulting from the difficult 

situation of Bulgaria’s farming sector, the lack of payments 
for owners of lands in Natura 2000 areas etc. 

In the next project phase BBF will have to secure additional 
co-financing in order to continue the meetings and 
consultancies. 

3.	 Use	 of	 Nature	 Conservation	 and	 Restoration	
Measures	for	Priority	Habitats	and	Species

Restoration of the weather fish (Misgurnus fossilis).

Preliminary information gathering and preparation of 
contracts with experts has started. 

Maintenance of grass communities of fritillary (Fritillaria 
meleagroides) and pansy (Viola pumila).

Information boards were placed in the villages of Buchin 
Prohod and Drenovo announcing to the local community 
that “a nature conservation organisation is looking to 
purchase parts of the meadow for nature conservation 
purposes.” Many contacts were established with local 
people. Despite the efforts, the attempts to buy land have 
failed so far. 

4.	 Development	 of	 Sustainable	 Local	 Products	 and	
Increasing	of	the	Support	by	the	Local	Population

A study trip to interesting natural and historic sites in the 
three municipalities was carried out. Information about 
hotels, guest houses, restaurants etc. was collected. A 
meeting with officials of the Dragoman Municipality and 
with a representative of the Traventuria tour operator active 
in the region was conducted. 

The collection of information and elaboration of an option 
for a regional tourism strategy will continue in the next 
project phase. 
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“To remain Nature in Bulgaria”

The project concluded successfully at the end of June. The following more important project activities were conducted in 
the period January – June 2010:

Active communication between various branches of the civic sector was initiated, with 5 meetings with representatives of 
organizations and informal groups active in civic activities different from nature conservation – social, civil participation, 
human rights, ethnic groups, and coalitions active in various fields (against smoking of tobacco), and experience was 
exchanged; communication channels were found for initiation of joint campaigns and rendering of mutual assistance and 
support; 

Strategies were elaborated and coordinated for the purpose of long-term assistance in the development of the Coalition 
and in the success of its campaigns: a fund-raising concept, a ‘code of ethics’ with an analysis of the sources of financing. 
A communication strategy was established, with an analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the internal and external 
communication in the Coalition, and specific activities and approaches for the various stakeholders were proposed: 
identification, discussion and prioritisation of the activities concerning the stakeholders. Posters, stickers, textile bags, 
brochures etc. were made to promote the Coalition and other events and causes. We took part in 4 activities and events 
with more than 6,000 visitors in total, including 2 events outside Sofia. Four conferences were held for discussion of 
topical subjects.

A representative questionnaire study was conducted extending to 1,200 persons from 25 urban centres in the five focus 
regions of the project (Rila, Pirin, the Rhodopes, the central and northern Black Sea coastline), and 2 focus groups. The 
results allow improvement of the operations of the Coalition members on site, and provide for more clear expectations 
about the discussions required during the forthcoming on-site meetings.

The daily archiving and updating of the site, www.forthenature.org, continued and also improvements were made of 10 
modules (new columns, improved menus etc.), and a new design was made. The up-to-date site and the efforts of its 
team have lead to high visiting rates (between 600 and more than 2,200 unique IP addresses per day). Five electronic 
bulletins were prepared and distributed in Bulgarian and English, concerning nature conservation and biodiversity. In 
November 2010, the site was selected as the public’s favourite in the “Cause, event, community” category of the BG Site 
2010 competition.

The elaboration of reports and statements regarding the impact of projects on the species and habitats in the project 
areas was continued, with the completion of 3 reports and 5 statements, such as: Report on the Population of Brown 
Bears in the Rila Protected Area, the Impact of Ski Runs on the Priority Bird Species in Rila and in the Rhodopes, and the 
Anthropogenic Impact on Biodiversity in the Pirin Mountain. Two of the statements concern specific laws that have been 
reviewed – the proposed changes have not been adopted as yet and for this reason one of these cases was presented at the 
European level and is part of a press-conference conducted for the purpose of increasing the public pressure. The other 
statements have been deposited and are under consideration. The statement regarding the renewable energy sources was 
officially accepted by the MOEW. The reports allow for gathering and analysis of additional information about the impact 
of specific projects on species and habitats of significance for Europe and are used in the elaboration and updating of 
warning notes and complaints. 

Nearly 100 letters were developed: applications under the Pubic Information Access Act, warning notes, proposals and 
complaints under the Administrative Proceedings Code, questions to the European Parliament, and letters concerning 
running correspondence regarding the cases in which the Coalition ‘In Order that Nature Remains in Bulgaria’ is involved, 
and new letters to the EC and one complaint to the Aarhus Convention. The regular warning signals sent to the institutions 
has ‘activated’ the and they are beginning to fulfil their legal obligations: public prosecutor’s inspections, a procedure was 
started for concession renting of the cable cabin lift in the Rila Nature Park. Most of the appeals sent to the EC by members 
of the Coalition have been investigated and penal procedures have been started for violation of the European legislation. 
The cases undertaken by the project are still under way and we will continue conducting them after the project expires.

Two presentations at the “The Black Sea – North South” exhibition were made in Sofia and in Varna showing aerial 
photographs of the Black Sea coastline. The photographs belong to Alexander Ivanov who made them specially for the 
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Black Sea coast line project from high up, starting from the northernmost point all the way to Tsarevo, and who provide us 
with additional photographs of the Strandja Black Sea coastline. Involving a professional and well known photographer is a 
prerequisite for better promotion of the Coalition and of the issues along the Black Sea coastline among the general public. 
The exhibitions have become the reason for a national campaign to create 3 new protected areas, and this campaign will 
become a national initiative forcing the National Assembly to conduct an official reviewing of the proposals. The interest 
in the exhibition has continued after the project and the exhibition travels from one town to the next.

Two Coalition representatives have met personally representatives of the cabinet of the new Commissioner, Mr. Potochnik, 
and officials working on the Bulgarian appeals and cases in Brussels; also, representatives of international WWF and 
Birdlife networks were present in those meetings and in their preparation.

The trip to Brussels has helped in the live presentation of the information about the situation and of the particular appeals 
in Bulgaria, and has helped create channels for future communication of these cases.

PROJECT DONOR BUDGET	
BGN

Cooperation for biodiversity conservation and 
sustainable local development in Strandja 
Mountain  

FM of EEA 1035801

Balkan Chamois and Brown Bear Conservation 
outside the protected areas

OPERATIONAL PROGRAM ENVIRONMENT 
2007-2013

560000

Osogovo in the Green Belt Zoology Society of Frankfurt 69000

Osogovo in the Green Belt Pro Natura Switzerland 51000

For the Nature in Bulgaria FM of EEA 147406

Environmental education in Kostinbrod 
Municipality 

UNDP GEF Small Grants Programme / 
Kostinbrod Municipality

15680

Agriculture in Natura 2000 14200

Handbook for Western Frontier Mountains REC for CEE 8000

Action plan for Capercallie State Forestry Agency 20000

V. Financial report of BBF for 2010

As a non-profit organization registered in the public interest, every year BBF submitted to the Ministry of Justice report on its work 
and financial situation. With a break of several years, BBF restore the tradition to print its annual report and submit to your attention 
the Annual report for 2009 and a separate one for 2010. The reverse side of the booklet contains the Annual reports for the two years 
in Bulgarian language.

Printing of the Annual reports is carried out within the project of the Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation 
"Cooperation for biodiversity conservation and sustainable local development in Strandja Mountain", 
implemented with the financial support of Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein through the Financial 
Mechanism of the European Economic Area.
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