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Introduction
In 2006 the milestones for Bulgaria were the final efforts with regard to our accession to the 

EU and the harmonization of our legislation with the European. 

The reflection of those efforts in the area of nature protection and conservation was the 

preparation of a complete proposal for NATURA 2000 Ecological Network in Bulgaria and the 

submission of the protected areas list to the Ministry of Environment and Water.

The descriptions of the potential NATURA 2000 areas were made by “Green Balkans”, 

The Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, The Association of Parks in Bulgaria and 

BALKANI Wildlife Society. BBF submitted information for Strandja, Rhodope, Pirin and 

Belasitza regions.

On November 11, the list was officially submitted for discussion to the National Council on 

Biodiversity at the Ministry of Environment and Water. The full list of areas, proposed by 

NGOs, was approved at the session but 29 of the proposed areas were postponed for the 

need of precisely identifying their borders. The final decision of the Council of Ministers for 

the full list with NATURA 2000 areas was postponed until the beginning of 2007.

During the entire process of establishing the European Ecological Network, the Ministry of 

Environment and Water did not organize and did not finance any clarification campaigns, 

despite the requirements of the Biodiversity Act.

Those led to rise of social tension and to strong negative reactions towards NATURA 2000 on 

the part of mayors, land owners and investors. 

Unfortunately, in 2006 there was a sensible increase in investment pressure for the territories 

in the area of the Black Sea and for some areas in the mountains. Many projects were 

approved that led to direct extermination of biodiversity such as the construction of an 

illegal hotel complex in Strandja Nature Park, close to the village of Varvara, the obliteration 

of „Kamchiiski piasuci” Protected Area, the building of a golf complex „Bozhuretz“, the 

expansion of the skiing area in Bansko and others.

During the 90s we had one or two such cases annually, nowadays, however, the problems 

requiring reaction on the part of civil society amount to 3-4 a month. Those problems are 

becoming ever more complex and require even more resources to be solved. Unfortunately, 

there have already been many cases where economic interests destroyed what we have built 

up for years – the system of the protected areas, the NATURA 2000 Network, the world 

threatened species. Unpunished remained many violations of the new conservation legislation 

and planning documents for Protected areas management and Spatial Plans, etc.

In reaction to the critical situation, 17 nature protection NGOs and civil groups formed a 

coalition that started “Preserve Bulgaria’s Nature” Campaign.

Various activities were organized within the campaign: a letter was sent to the responsible 

institutional bodies, the European Commission was approached with regard to illegal 
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actions in protected areas, press conferences were held, petitions were drawn up, peaceful 

demonstrations and meetings with the Parliament and ministries were organized.

At the end of 2006, 50 000 signatures of citizens supporting the efforts for nature 

preservation were submitted to the Council of Ministers, the Public Prosecutor’s Office and 

the National Assembly.

Another aspect of the pre-accession 2006 year was the great number of „open” calls for 

Proposals within the European cross-border Grant Schemes. It was for the first time that year 

when grant schemes directly related to preservation of biodiversity were launched. 

The change in the role of municipalities that started in 2004/2005 continued in 2006 with 

significant increase of their capacity to design and manage large PHARE projects. This positive 

change, however, led to underestimation of the role of NGOs as partners in the preparation 

and implementation of the proposals. 

One of the most serious negative phenomena in 2006 was the drastic decrease of budgets 

for Nature Parks and Regional Inspections for Environment and Water in Bulgaria that led to 

serious „blocking” of their main activities.

The year 2006 saw the peremptory introduction of the biodiversity topic, and the problems 

nature protection faces, into society’s agenda. During the last couple of months more than 

100 articles related to this appeared in mass media. According to data of media sociological 

research the topic of NATURA 2000 and the threats nature faces have been designated as 

important by more than 78% of society.
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PROJECTS OF          
THE FOUNDATION
I. Project 
Nature beyond Conservation  – Partnerships for 
Biodiversity:

1. National Dialogue Platform

The role of Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation as a communication facilitator between various 
parties concerned with environmental protection has a long history and in 2006 the Foundation 
continued to work in this direction. Whereas the work during the two preceding years was 
primarily directed to including local communities in the management of protected areas (by 
means of establishing Consultative Councils and local dynamic groups) and to facilitating the 
processes on a national level, in 2006 the situation changed significantly. In 2006 ecological 
NGOs realized that threats to nature are so great and wide that no organization could manage 
on its own, which logically led to the establishment of “Preserve Bulgaria’s Nature” Coalition. 
The ‘national dialogue platform’ which was planned at the beginning of this project could not 
respond to the complexity of the situation with NATURA 2000. Therefore, nongovernmental 
organizations and civil society representatives did not need a ‘means’ for debate but, rather, 
needed a means for active and joint activities. As result of this the “national dialogue platform” 
became the grounds for establishing a coalition of 17 NGOs and civil groups. 

Five joint thematic meetings were held with 
regard to planning activities for increase of 
social awareness and for attraction of political 
support for the protected areas in Bulgaria. In 
order to assure the existence of the coalition, 
BBF prepared two projects to finance the 
activities implemented by the Coalition – one 
at “Open Society” and one at the Swiss 
Development and Cooperation Agency.

In support of “To sustain Nature in Bulgaria” 
Campaign a business partner was attracted 
– “The Wall” shop, which transfers 5% of the 
net worth of each purchased good to the 
campaign.
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BBF was elected for representative of NGOs in the National Council on Water and took part in 
two working meetings during 2006; it also supported the preparation of the National Strategic 
Referent Framework 2007 – 2013, Operational programs Environment and Transport, as well as the 
development of the measures about Natura 2000 in the National Strategic Plan for agriculture 
and rural development.  

Apart from its close relations to NGOs, the BBF actively cooperated with the Ministry of 
Environment and Water for changes in the laws on water, forests and the Black Sea coast – 5 
meetings were held for design of specific propositions on the part of NGOs that were officially 
submitted to the Ministry. 

The BBF also prepared propositions regarding the Hunting Act that were generally accepted; it 
also proposed changes in the “Tariff” of the Biodiversity Act.

Our representatives took active part in the meetings of the Parliamentary Commission on 
Environment and Water.

2. Local Dynamic Groups

During the second year of the project the dynamic groups in the 

three regions are stronger, independent and motivated by the 

greater possibilities they have for attracting financial resources 

in the partnership frame. An exchange trip to Slovenia and a 

series of trainings were organized for the representatives of the 

dynamic groups from the respective regions (Project proposals 

development, Regional trademark related with protected areas, 

etc.).

There is the positive tendency of reducing the need of BBF as a 

facilitator of dialogue on the local level as result of the growing 

partnership between the parties concerned. Unfortunately, on 

the local level BBF is still regarded as a donor and rarely as a 

potential partner, which does not have a positive effect on the 

financial sustainability of the Foundation.

Consequently, the BBF decided to establish regional structures in Haskovo, Bourgas, Petrich 

and Kavarna, so that it could actually cooperate with the local parties concerned, especially 

during the preparation of cross-border projects.

3. BBF Funds 

Local Initiatives Fund – the aim of the fund was to support partner local initiatives and the 

ones implemented in 2006 were as follows:

• “Days of Pirin” 2006 – during that year the celebrations were primarily directed 

to outside tourists and many attractions and bazaars with local production were 

organized for them; the income was for the local community.

• The Fund supported three initiatives in Strandja – 1) an exchange trip to Turkey 

for meeting potential cross-border partners; 2) publishing of a tourist guide for 

Strandja Nature Park; 3) support for the traditional Rhododendron Festival in May
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• In Dobrudja the Fund supported the initiative for establishment of a local LIDER 

group and provided an exchange trip for the interested parties to Antonovo - 

Omurtag, where such a group has already been functioning.

During the two years of implementation of the project, the local initiatives fund turned out 

to be one of the most successful practices at a local level. Its only failure was that it did not 

succeed in attracting representatives of the business sector as partners. Unfortunately, there 

is not a single successful example of joint activities partnership on the part of the business 

on the local level. 

The analysis of the achievements and the “material” products of the Local Initiatives Fund 

showed that all partnership activities it has financed were related to eco- and rural tourism 

(eco-paths, visiting centers, local festivals, tourist guides, etc.). 

Our apprehensions that once created those products would be unstable and inadequately 

offered, faced us with the logical decision to create a partner tour operator which could 

offer rural and knowledge tourism, as a start – basically in our three regions of work at 

the moment – Pirin, Strandja and Dobrudja. This action guarantees “care” for the already 

developed tourism products; support for local communities and, what is more, future use of 

the Swiss money BBF has invested so far. 

In light of those analyses, at the end of the year the Pirin Tourism Forum (a local facilitator 

for BBF in the Pirin region), in partnership with the Foundation, registered the Greentale 

Tour Operator. 

Emergency Activities Fund – in 2006 this fund proved to be the best means for positioning 

BBF among ecological NGOs. The possibility for provision of financial resources for urgent 

activities significantly improved the image of BBF and increased its influence in solving critical 

ecological issues. In 2006 the fund financed 5 projects:

• Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds - Haskovo - for the campaign for the 

Harmanli River;

• “Green Balkans” – Plovdiv – for a forest protection campaign;

• Bulgarian Ichtyological Society – for conservation activities in the protected area 

“Orsoya”;

• BALKANI Wildlife Society – for the “Save Irakli” Campaign;

• Centre for Ecological Information and Training – for protection of potential 

NATURA 2000 areas.

The financial resources from this fund were mainly used for legal analysis, social information, 

building of coalitions, political lobbing and for filing administrative complaints and initiating 

law suits. 

The proven efficiency of 

the fund faced us with the 

challenge to find financial 

resources. In 2006 a donation 

was made amounting to 3000 

BGN from “The Wall” shop and 

the donor’s will was that the 

money be spent for financing 

exactly such activities.  
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During the discussions related to BBF’s idea to attract supporters and donors as a major 

direction for securing financial resources, the support of protected areas was outlined as one 

of those possibilities. 

Student Master Thesis Fund 

In 2006 we financed 44 students’ masters thesis and the sum total amounts to 11 000 

BGN. Details for the themes and students could be found in the report’s part “For the BBF 

Funds”.

  

4. Annual Biodiversity Awards

On the occasion of International Conservation Biodiversity Day – 22nd of May, BBF announced 

the First Annual Biodiversity Awards.

The idea was to distinguish the best achievements in Bulgaria and to promote best practices, 

related to nature conservation. BBF believes that there are still chances for the biodiversity 

in Bulgaria and that the efforts of the NGOs and some institutions should be reward and 

stimulated. BBF wants to encourage the citizens, NGOs and media to protect the biodiversity 

and to popularize the Bulgarian nature. We also want to stimulate the state institutions 

which implement strictly their obligations, according the law. 

BBF invited motivated and famous professionals for the jury of the nominations – journalist, 

sportswomen, businessmen, deputy in the Parliament – with special attitude to the nature.   

We established 4 categories:

• Most successful campaign

• Best media material

• Best managed protected area

• Honor award 
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More than 40 different nominations were received for a month and the selection of the 

winners was not very easy for some of the categories, but there were no discussions for 

the best campaign – “To save Irakli” citizens campaign and for the Honor award of Mr. 

Jeko Spiridonov – “The father” of the Bulgarian protected areas network. A journalist from 

“Sega” newspaper won the prize for his material for illegal buildings in Strandja Nature Park. 

The Directorate of the Central Balkan National Park won in Best managed protected area 

category.

The Awards ceremony took place on 12th of September 2006 in the Botanical garden of 

the Sofia University in the presence of HE Thomas Feller – Ambassador of Switzerland and 

Mr. Yordan Dardov – Vice Minister of the Ministry of Environment and water. The event 

was attended by more than 50 guests and was largely reflected by the media. Every winner 

received symbolic “Green Belt”, made by children from Bourgas Wetlands region and “cheque” 

for 500 leva. The awards for 2006 were provided by Swiss Agency for Development and 

Cooperation, but we believe that next year we will find new supporters of our initiative.

The Biodiversity Awards are designed to honor the good examples of nature conservation 

efforts and to confirm the image of BBF as main coordinator of the Green Belt initiative in 

Bulgaria.

The awards for biodiversity were the first step of BBF in order to attract supporters and 

donors for “For the Bulgarian Nature”.

5. Business and Biodiversity

From the very beginning of the project the business turned out to be the most challenging 

and dynamic component. It also presents most difficulties with regard to offering measurable 

and significant results. In 2006 the analysis of project’s development showed that working 

with small environmental-friendly businesses has almost no effect and the project team 

decided to direct its efforts to identifying and working with sectoral organizations. Therefore, 

a contract with the National Network for Business Development of UNDP was signed for 

organization of a national seminar at which experts from BBF could present possibilities and 

benefits to all business centers in the country as regards developing environmental-friendly 

businesses. During the seminar and in the context of our membership into the EU many 

intersecting points were found between business and biodiversity conservation and many 

possibilities for joint activities were discussed.

Unfortunately, the basic aim of the “Business” component for establishing regional trademarks 

of origin was not completely reached. The failure, at large, was due to the misunderstanding 

on the part of local communities of the ‘added value’ of such a trademark to the product 

they sell. What is more, in 2006 speculations started which were related to the ‘obstacles’ 

protected areas represent to the business.  

As a result of the BBF consultations and trainings, Strandja Park Directorate prepared and 

won a project for the creation of trademark for the nature recourses and tourist products 

in the park. 

However, things looked different for the representatives of honey producers in Strandja. 

They clearly realized the connection between their product and the protected area and 



10

created, with support from the BBF, a trademark of origin “Strandja manov honey” – all 

documents have been submitted to the patent agency and the product awaits registration. 

BBF supported the establishment of the honey producers’ cooperation “Strandja – manov 

honey” and annual festivals in Tzarevo.

It was decided that in Pirin the trademark should be related to the idea of a biosphere 

reserve. There is a project prepared and approved by UNESCO which aims at popularizing 

the benefits of a Biosphere reserve and of the possibilities for development of a sustainable 

small business in the region. 

Working with big socially responsible business was the newest and hardly known component 

for BBF in the project. Its development was the result of our desire to follow world trends 

for diversification of financial resources in nature conservation and sustainable development 

of local communities. 

In 2006 the Foundation started working on a strategy for developing effective partnerships 

with big businesses. 

6. Strengthening of BBF

BBF implementing PR strategy and yearly PR plan. New presentation materials of the 

Foundation were prepared – folders, leaflets, etc.

Biodiversity portal was developed too – www.biodiversity.bg which present the nature of 

Bulgaria on popular way. 

• Visitor center Kaliakra

This year our center received a new exhibition which introduce the most interesting 

inhabitants of the Black Sea and the last preserved steppes. 

Only here you can: 

 check whether you recognize the Black Sea fish species 

 learn to speak the language of the three dolphin species in our sea 

 learn where and how the monk seal, which is extinct nowadays lived 

 test your endurance under water and see which animals are better than you 

 arrange the colourful carpet of Kaliakra flowers. 

 call the birds in the reserve 

 learn more about the accommodation and food facilities in the area 

 buy information materials and souvenirs 

 choose your suitable itinerary in the surroundings. 
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• Presentation of BBF on the international scene

In October the team of BBF participated in the Pan-European meeting of IUCN in 

Barcelona.

BBF representative took part in the seminar “Building capacity to strengthen public support 

for ecological networks in Central, Eastern Europe and the Balkans” (Budapest, November 

27 – December 1st), as well as in the Belgrade meeting for NGO involving in ecological 

networking. 

We participated in the International Organic Agriculture Conference was organized by 

Agrolink and Time Foundation in September. 

BBF organized special meeting in Smoljan for the Bulgarian – Greek partnership development 

and took a part in the meeting of Paranesti and Smolyan Municipalities.

In September we organized study trip to Slovenia for our local partners. The National park 

Triglav demonstrate how in practice work local people and protected area’s administration. 

All of the participants subsidized their trip.

• Mushrooms year 

We continue the tradition of announcement of Year of …. 2006 was the Mushrooms Year. We printed 
the traditional 14 pages calendar and prepared a special exhibition “The kingdom of the Mushrooms”. 
All the year it traveled around the country 
and popularized the fungi. It was presented 
in Pleven, Pazardjik, Kazichene, etc. Big 
furor was the opening of the exhibition in 
Bourgas in October, where more than 100 
people tasted the mushrooms. The event 
was very well presented in the media. 
More information could be found on 
www.fungi.biodiversity.bg
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• Educational activities

In 2006 educational activities were among the 
main priorities of BBF and one of the fields that we 
significantly will develop in the future. 

We continued with students and they were offered 
a completely new approach and content of the 
lecturing syllabus. Its basic aim was theoretical 
and practical training in conservation biology. The 
practical classes were held in famous territories for 
nature conservation, not only in Bulgaria. At the 
end of the academic year students will receive 
certificates for a completed course of study. 

The end of the year witnessed the appearance of 
the long-awaited website for students which aims 
at building connections between students looking 
for attractive topics for their diploma theses and 
the park agencies which need implementation of 
actual activities and research on their territories. 

• Competition Natura 2000

The students’ competition was organized in 4 
districts (Bourgas, Haskovo, Kardjali, Smolian) with 
1300 students from 70 schools. The competition has 
2 stages – school and regional. The idea is to attract 
the young people in the nature conservation and 
acquaintance of rare species and sites. Partners of 
BBF were Regional inspectorates of environment in 
Smoljan, Haskovo, Bourgas, Strandja Park Directorate 
and Regional inspectorates of Education – Bourgas, 
Haskovo, Smoljan, Kurdjali and Rhodope Project.

In order to successfully apply the experience gained 
from education activities and to use it as support 
for future sustainability of the foundation we have 
decided to establish a Centre for professional 
preparation at BBF, which should train specialists in 
the following four professional areas – managers of 
protected areas, park rangers, animators of nature 
heritage and rural tourism.

The idea is that the Centre should develop as the 
connecting ‘link’ between the activities for support 
of protected areas, the functioning of the tour 
operator and the educational activities.
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• Information materials issued: 

 The honey-giving plants in Bulgaria (2000 copies, co-

funded with the Association for organic bee-keeping)

 Leaflet, poster and small calendars for Belassitza Nature 

park

 Leaflets and folders for BBF

 BBF Annual report 2005

 Conspectus of the Vascular Flora of Bulgaria (Third edition, 

300 copies)

 Stickers of the campaign “To Sustain the Nature in 

Bulgaria”

 Badges, bags and shawls “Green Belt”

 Badges with the BBF logo.

We financed:

 the publication of Strandja Tourism Guide;

 leaflets for eco-tourism trails in Strandja.

During projects’ monitoring at the end of the year the team of the 

Foundation reached to various conclusions related to change of 

environment and to changes in approach and activities:

 The activities and the team of the Foundation will change 

from an organization based on a territorial principle to 

an organization based on a thematic principle. Five new 

thematic teams are formed – “Protected territories and 

species”, “Green Belt and NATURA 2000”, “Rivers and 

riverbank ecosystems”, “Education and PR” and “Business 

activities”;

 Regional branches of the Foundation were established in Haskovo, Petrich, 

Bourgas and Kavarna which aimed at creating real partnerships at a local level 

and possibilities for application for financing from European funds;

 The Foundation will develop a strategy for attracting donors and supporters 

to the idea of nature conservation and will develop different approaches for 

attracting financial resources for campaigns. 

 In order to support the majority of ‘ecotourism products’ developed by local 

partners within the project BBF decided to establish, in a partnership with Pirin 

Tourism Forum, a tour operator “Greentale”.
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II. Project 
Sustainable management and conservation of 
species and habitats with European significance 
in the Rhodopes

The basic aim of the project was the development of a cross-border cooperation with Greece for 
biodiversity conservation and proclamation of new protected areas. 

Following this aim, the project team proclaimed one protected area and prepared propositions 
for five other which were submitted to the Ministry of Environment and Water. They were all 
approved and BBF was appointed to prepare the documentation. 

The project team laid the grounds for transborder cooperation working actively with Municipal 
administrations in Rudozem and Zlatograd and with various concerned parties in Greece. As 
result of this partnership a seminar was held which aimed at discussing the possibilities for rural 
tourism in the region and at elaborating a strategy for joint transborder activities with Greece. 

The project prepared a report for the possibilities for development of ‘bear’ tourism in the region 
and planned building of shelters for observing bears. In relation to this the project developed an 
interactive exhibition on bears.



15

III. Project 
Regions of Green Belt in Bulgaria   

The basic aim of this project prepared with the partnership 
of Frankfurt Zoology Society was to support the European 
“Green Belt” initiative in two model territories – Belasitza 
and Osogovo and to build for BBF the image of the 
Bulgarian partner of IUCN in the implementation of the 
initiative.

While implementing this aim many meetings were held 
with state institutions, with local communities, trans-border 
partners and international organizations related to the 
initiative. As result of those meetings 7 new project ideas 
were initiated and three of them were within PHARE 
framework.

Within the project the final documents for establishing 
of a Nature Park Belasitza were submitted to the Ministry 
of Environment and Water and a social discussion was 
organized. 

In order for the Green belt idea to be popularized, a photo 
contest was organized for photographs of border mountain regions. From the more than 2000 
photographs received 500 were selected for a traveling exhibition which was presented in Sofia and 
in the country.
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IV. Project 
Development of Partnerships for Joint 
Management of Strandja Nature Park

This was an interesting project which best illustrated the present situation in the country. After 
years of comparative ‘stabilization’ of budgetary institutions and after gaining experience in 
budgeting activities (at least in this field of exceptional state property), the year 2006 marked 
a record in delays of planned financial resources and in lack of any logical explanation of the 
situation.  

The aim of the project was to improve the dialogue and management of Strandja Nature Park 
by creating conditions for participation in joint priority activities of the two most significant 
institutions for the park – NP Directorate and the Regional Inspection for Environment and 
Water. Various activities were implemented with regard to the project’s overall objective:

 Provision of software and training for 
work with Geographical Information 
System (GIS)

 Pupils Contest “NATURA 2000” 

 A contest for paintings and poetry 
“The Amazing Nature of Strandja”

 Complex research on the border of 
Rezovska River 

 Marking and preparation of tourist 
routes
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V. Project 
Live rivers – Models for sustainable use of 
resources

The floods we witnessed during the last couple of years have been, more often than not, used 
as an argument for cutting plants in the river beds. In larger part, those measures are incorrectly 
applied and often are parts of corruption schemes.

The aim of the project was the development and application of integrated schemes for conservation 
of river habitats in model sections from Maritza River with high conversation value.

In partnership with Basin Agency – Plovdiv, research and analysis were prepared concerning 
riverbank habitats, as well as analysis of the institutional framework.

Propositions were designed and documentation was submitted to the Ministry of Environment 
and Water in regard to the proclamation of the territories “Popova Ada” and “Mouth of Tchaia 
River” for protected areas.
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VI. Project 
Development of ecotourism as a means for 
biodiversity conservation in the region of Pirin 
Nature Park

The aim of the project was to support local communities in their efforts to develop sustainable 
rural ecotourism in the region close to Pirin Nature Park thus creating possibilities for economic 
development of the region and for conservation of its unique nature.  

To achieve this aim, the project team identified four villages in four different municipalities; build 
eco-paths, developed interpretative lectures for those paths, prepared information materials and 
started working with local people who should be responsible for offering different services in the 
respective villages – accommodation, meals, leadership, presentations of craftsmanship, etc.
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More space for rivers and security for people 
Campaign

The main aim of the project is to improve the ecological status of the river and riverine ecosystems in 
the Bulgarian part of Danube river basin along two of the main tributaries – Iskar and Osam rivers, 
including increase of the purifying capacity of the rivers and decrease of the nutrient pollution and 
reduction of the flood risk.

This was implemented through development of strategic documents for integrated water management 
and flood risk management, involvement of various stakeholders and raising public awareness and 
participation in decision making process in water and flood risk management.

As a part of the project an assessment on the current status of the riverine ecosystems together with 
analyses of the flood causes along Osam and Iskar rivers was prepared together with maps for both 
rivers as well as proposals of measures for reduction of floor risk. 

BBF in cooperation with the WWF DCP office in Bulgaria send a letter of proposal for development 
of a Programme for integrated flood risk management for Danube river basin in Bulgaria. Later the 
Consultative Council of Danube Basin supported the development of such programme and the work 
is expected to start soon with participation of NGOs. Working group of experts for protection of 
natural rivers and flood prevention was created and two meetings were held. During the meeting the 
NGO and other projects for river protection and restoration and flood protection were presented and 
discuss and joint have been planned. A leaflet “More space for rivers and security for people”, 2 pages, 
A4 was printed to present the main issues of the campaign and the NGO proposals for reduction of 
the flood risk in the entire Danube basin in Bulgaria. The project leader participated in one hour radio 
programme/transmission on flood issues and the issue of restoration of natural river ecosystems and 
flood prevention was cover by the press.
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VII. Project 
Green Belt Project – creation of new protected 
areas between Bulgaria and Greece

This project is directly related and builds on project activities Sustainable management and 
conservation of species and habitats with European significance in the Rhodopes.

Within the framework of the project a proposition was made and all relevant documentation was 
prepared for the creation of the protected area Gerzovitza. After several partnership meetings 
between Bulgarian and Greek representatives, four transborder projects were designed, three of 
which have been approved for financing. They will be implemented from local NGOs with BBF 
partnership. 

VIII. Project  
Biodiversity Protection and Nature Conservation 
Training in the Municipality of Kostinbrod

The project aimed at development and approval of a three-year project for biodiversity in the 
municipality which to be integrated within the Municipal “Environment” Program.

In light of this aim, several preliminary studies were performed, meetings with local community 
were organized and a detailed project was designed, which received approval for financing from 
The GEF Small Grants Program. The co-financing will be provided by SDC and by the Municipality 
of Konstinbrod.

An exhibition of mushrooms, as part of the Mushrooms Year, was organized in order to popularize 
the ideas among representatives of the local community. 

IX. Project 
Intercession Campaign for Natural Heritage 

The aim of the project was to protect the natural heritage as a major aspect of sustainable 
development in Bulgaria.

The project supported the greatly discussed setting up of a coalition of 15 NGOs. The campaign 
included letters and meetings with responsible institutions (the National Assembly, The 
Government, The Public Prosecutor’s Office and others) which aimed at attracting their attention 
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to the necessity of urgent measures to be taken with respect to biodiversity conservation. An 
appeal was prepared and sent, which was also supported with the signature of 50 000 citizens. 
An internet site was developed especially for the campaign. Within the project 50 project ideas 
for NATURA 2000 areas were submitted. A working meeting was organized with representatives 
from the Ministry of Environment and Water and the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
for finalizing the list with proposed NATURA 2000 areas under the EC Habitats Directive. The 
campaign was widely popularized in mass media with 5 press conferences and hundreds of 
newspaper articles. 

X. Project 
“A Handbook for Recovery of Riverbank forests 
in Thracian Lowland and the Eastern part of 
Rhodopes”

The project’s aim was to publish a handbook which should support the recovery of riverbank 
fauna and flora on the territory of Thracian Lowland and of the Eastern Part of the Rhodopes. 

XI. Project 
Survey of the biodiversity in river sections 
damaged by floods in Rhodopi Mountain

The project aimed at identifying the changes in the river and riverbank fauna and flora and the 
biological diversity in the Rhodopes, caused by the floods in 2005-2006.

The outcomes of the analysis gave opportunities to estimate the damages caused by floods on 
river and riverbank fauna and flora and populations; to build a database for prognosis of their 
development and to foresee measures for their conservation and recovery.
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XII. Participatory Regional Development Planning 
in the South-Eastern Region of Bulgaria

The overall objective of the project was to demonstrate the Geographical Information System 
– based on regional planning of the South-Eastern Planning Region with the active participation 
of local community. 

A GIS and database for the region were developed a handbook was prepared and trainings were 
organized for its use. The benefits of this system are widely popularized among other planning 
regions. 

XIII. Project 
for Development of an Action Plan for the 
Balkan Chamois in Bulgaria

Тhe projects’ objective was the development of an action plan for wild goats in Bulgaria which 
to be proposed for approval by the National Council on Biological Biodiversity at the Ministry of 
Environment and Water.

A draft version of the plan was drawn up, which was widely discussed with all concerned parties 
(NFEA, the Ministry of Environment and Water, the Regional Inspection for Environment and 
Water, the National Parks and Fishing and Hunting Societies) and six discussions were organized. 
Logically, the plan was unanimously approved by the National Council on Biological Biodiversity.

Many field researches have been conducted within the projects framework, as well as control 
taxations for the wild goats in the Rhodopes, the Rila Mountain and the Central Balkan were 
performed. Specific projects were prepared for implementation during the following years and 
2007 was proclaimed as the Year of the Wild Goat.
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FOR THE FUNDS OF THE 
FOUNDATION 
1. Projects financed from the Emergency Fund for Biodiversity

PROJECT BENEFICIARY 
ORGANIZATION

FUNDING 
PROVIDED BY 
BBF IN BGN

Social control in keeping the Forests 
Act and conservation of Territories with 
Increased  Biological Diversity

BALKANI Wildlife Society 2000

Conservation of Harmanliiska River Bulgarian Society for the 
Protection of Birds 1100

Campaign for Irakli BALKANI Wildlife Society 3500

Urgent Measures for the Ribarnitzi 
Orsoya protected area Bulgarian Ichtiological Society 810

Conservation of protected areas within 
NATURA 2000 in Bulgaria

Information and training 
centre on Ecology 2590

Total: 10 000

2. Projects financed from the Local Initiatives Fund

PROJECT BENEFICIARY 
FINANCING 
FROM BBF IN 
BGN

Days of Pirin 2006 Pirin Tourism Forum – 
Blagoevgrad 14000

Festival of the Periwinkle 2006 Strandja NPD 2000

„A Tourist Guide to Strandja” Strandja NPD 4000

Establishing a Regional Tour Operator 
Agency

Pirin Tourism Forum – 
Blagoevgrad 6000

Participation into the 22nd National 
Tourism Fare Unions from Strandja Region 1700

Development of an Interactive Exposition 
for Strandja Tourist Information Centre Strandja NP Directorate 2300

Setting Up a Local Initiative Group 
– Primorska Dobridzha Regional Forum

Community Centre for 
Environment and Sustainable 
Development

15000

Общо: 45000
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3. Projects financed by the Student Master Thesis Fund

PROJECT BENEFICIARY
FINANCING 
FROM BBF 
IN BGN

Floristic Analysis of the Debelata Koria Protected Area Ivaylo Stoykov 
Stoykov 200

Orchidaceae Family in Dobrostanski massif of the Rho-
dopes. Composition and condition of populations 

Tanya Yordanova 
Zapryanova 400

Dynamics of passage and habitat preferences of 
Waterbirds in the Dragoman Swamp

Krasimir Hristov 
Hristov 700

Bats in Polomieto Ivaylo Minchov 
Borisov 600

Research on Tortoises (Testudo spp.) as part of the 
food spectrum of the golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) 
in selected habitats in Bulgaria

Iva Georgieva 
Lalovska 800

Research on the dynamics of recovery processes in the 
Vetroval Spots in Vitosha Nature Park

Аlexander Dim-
itrov Dunchev 500

Distribution, Ecology and Threats to the Imperial 
Eagle (Aquila heliaca) in the Region of Sliven between 
Tundzha River and Stara Planina and identifying meas-
ures for successful management of the species in the 
region

Ivaylo Danchev 
Angelov 700

Research on archanid taxsocinosis from Golo Burdo Velin Todorov 
Radenkov 400

Research on the Ecological Corridor in the Region of 
Ilinden Custom-House

Atidzhe Ab-
durahmanova 
Dzhindzhieva

600

Research on the Gliridae Family in South-Eastern 
Bulgaria

Nedko Petkov 
Nedyalkov 700

Population and Status of the Romanian hamster 
(Mesoсricetus newtoni) in the region of Shumen and 
Northern Dobrudzha

Ivayla Nikolaeva 
Marinova 400

Biodiversity Research in the Region of “Murtvitzata” 
Protected area, the village of Popovitza

Silvia Valentinova 
Vasileva 350

Comparative Research on Some Aspects of the Ecology 
and Biology of the tree-dwelling Bechstein’s Bat (Myo-
tis bechsteinii) in two of its habitats in Bulgaria

Tihomir Hikolaev 
Stoyanov 500

Research on the Genetic Diversity of population of 
Balkan white pine (Pinus peuce Griseb.) Аnita Ilieva Tzarska 700

Research on the malacofauna in Sinite Kamuni” Nature 
Park – composition, habitat distribution and conserva-
tion significance

Kremena Yordano-
va Koleva 350

Representation of the problem of updating the Eu-
ropean Ecological Network NATURA 2000 in national 
printed media

Мariana Paskaleva 
Vulcheva 700

Nature Conservation Status, Ecology and Distribution 
of the Pygmy Cormorant (Haliaetor pygmaeus Pallas, 
1773) in the regions of Pazardzhik and Plovdiv

Nadya Nikitova 
Gergoeva 500

Research on the Populations and Conditions of the 
Autohton species Bulgarian Rhodopes Cattle

Petur Ivelinov 
Petrov 500
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PROJECT BENEFICIARY
FINANCING 
FROM BBF 
IN BGN

Ecological Research on Bats in Plovdiv and Stara Za-
gora and the Adjacent Territories

Slaveya Borisova 
Stoycheva 400

The Ruddy Shelduck in the region of Bourgas – condi-
tion and measures for its conservation

Ivaylo Nikolaev 
Dimchev 600

Floristic Analysis of the Place Yagach in the forest of 
Cirpan

Stoyan Ivanov 
Georgiev 400

Total: 11 000 
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BBF FINANCIAL 
STATEMENT 2006
BALANCE SHEET FOR THE YEAR ENDED 
DECEMBER 31, 2006

ASSETS

2006 2005

LIABILITIES

2006 2005

Thousands 
BGN

Thousands 
BGN

Thousands 
BGN

Thousands 
BGN

 A. Fixed (Long-term) Assets  А. Equity   

  I. Tangible fixed assets  I.  Capital 98 110

      Lands (terrains)  II. Reserves

      Buildings and Constructions 22 23
     Reserves from following estimation of assets 
and liabilities

      Plants and Equipment 2 4      Specific Reserve 76 (12)

      Machinery - -           - general reserve 56 -

      Other fixed-tangible assets 10 7           - other reserves 20 (12)

 Total for Group I 34 34  Total for Group II 76 (12)

 II. Intangible fixed assets  Total for А 174 98

      Software 5 -  B.  Long-term Liabilities

      Property Rights - -  I.   Long-term Payables

      Other intangible fixed assets - -      Payables to Clients and Suppliers - -

 Total for Group II 5 -      Payables to Financial Enterprises - -

 III. Long-term Financial Assets - -           Incl. bank institutions - -

 IV.  Deferred Expenses - -      Other Long-term Payables - -

 Total for А 39 34  Total for Group I: - -

 B.  Current Assets  II.  Deferred income and financing

 I. Material Reserve  Total for B - -

 Total for Group I - -  В. Current Liabilities

 II.  Receivables  I.   Payables

       Receivables from clients and suppliers - -       Payables to Clients and Suppliers - -

       Receivables from arbitration and judgments - --       Payables to Financial Enterprises - -

       Other receivables 26 44           Inc. bank institutions - -

 Total for Group II 26 44       Payables for commercial loans - -

 III.  Short-term Financial Assets       Tax payables 1 1

 IV.  Cash       Payables for employees 8 1

       Cash and Cash equivalents 8 11       Payables for social security 5 2

         Incl. cash foreign currency equivalents  2 -       Other Short-term payables 33 28

       Cash deposits 208 137  Total for Group I 47 32

         Incl. BGN equivalents of foreign currency 3 -  II.  Deferred income and financing 117 118

       Blocked cash in banks 50 - Total for B 164 150

 Total for Group IV 266 148

 V. Deferred expenses 7 22

 Total for B 299 214

 Total Assets (А + B) 338 248 Total current liabilities (А + B + C) 338 248
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ABSTRACT OF AUDIT REPORT FOR 2006

1. Regulated Activities and Donations:

Donor Organization Project Funds
(BGN)

1 Swiss Development and 
Cooperation Agency 

Nature beyond Conservation – 
Partnerships for Biodiversity 559,448.00*

2 TIME Foundation
Integrated planning of regional 
development in South-eastern Planning 
Region

2,721.00

3 State Forestry Harmanli
Handbook for Recovery of Riverbank 
forests in Thracian Lowland and the 
Eastern part of Rhodopes

2,000.00

4 National Forestry Board Development of an Action Plan for the 
Chamois in Bulgaria 5,000.00

5 The Frankfurt Zoological Society 
(FZG) - Green Belt Regions of Green Belt in Bulgaria 19,510.00

6 Municipality of Kostinbrod
Biodiversity Protection and Nature 
Conservation Training in the Municipality 
of Kostinbrod

3,000.00

7
Regional Inspection of 
Environment and Water  
(RIEW) Montana 

Management plan “Vrashka chuka” 3,500.00

8 RIEW Bourgas Development of Partnerships for Joint 
Management of Strandja Nature Park 3,500.00

9 Ministry of Internal affairs - 
UNESCO

Revitalizing the Biosphere reserves in 
Bulgaria 24,998.50

10 UNDP Analysis of Biodiversity in River Sections 
damaged by floods 33,740.00

11 Regional Ecological Centre More space for rivers and security for 
people Campaign. 8,165.10

12 Open Society Institute Sofia Intercession Campaign for Nature 
Heritage 23,013.24

13 Non-conditional Donations 9,667.83

 DONATIONS RECEIVED 698,263.67

* The sum includes the main project and additional financing mechanisms 

2. Economic activities incomes:

 Activities Amount in BGN
1 Sales 4,498.91 
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STRUCTURE OF        
THE FOUNDATION
The BBF is a non-governmental organization, registered for public benefit in 1997. In 2006 the 
BBF Board decided to establish 4 branches of the Foundation in the most active regions at the 
moment – Strandja, Belasitza, Eastern Rhodopes, Dobrudja. 
The Foundation is a member of:

 The World Conservation Union (IUCN) – www.iucn.org
 The Bulgarian Association of Alternative Tourism – www.alternative-tourism.org 
 The Bulgarian donor Forum – www.dfbulgaria.org

Board of Directors
Krasmir Dechev - Chairman 

Members:
Pierre Galand – till September
Rumyana Stoilova, Ph.D.
Gottlieb Dandliker
Buryana Konaklieva – from April
Plamen Dimitrov, Ph.D.

The BBF Team in 2006

Rossen Vasilev – Executive Director
Teodora Markova – Financial Director 
Rumyana Ivanova – Programme Director
Radostina Tzenova – Public Relations and manager of Strandja Branch 
Stefan Avramov – Biodiversity and Protected Species Coordinator and manager of 
Eastern Rhodopes Branch
Petko Tzvetkov – Green Belt and NATURA 2000 Coordinator 
Yordanka Dineva – Coordinator of “For the Nature” Campaign
Ventzislav Vassilev – Small and Medium-Seized Enterprises Coordinator
Simana Markovska – Regional Facilitator Pirin
Nadia Sarandeva – Manager of Kaliakra Information Centre and Kaliakra Branch
Latinka Topalova - Rzerzycha – Belasitza Coordinator  
Sofia Kostadinova - Ilkova – Manager of Belasitza Branch
Katerina Angelova – Coordinator Educational activities
Yana Dekova – Office Manager
George Popgeorgiev – biodiversity and protected areas expert
Nada Tosheva – Programme Director till July 
Andriana Andreeva – Exhibitions and Information centers expert, Office Manager 
till July
Pavel Pavlov – Lawyer of BBF
Dimitur Stoyanov – Technical Assistant
Boyan Rashev – Green Belt Coordinator till September


