
 
Project title: 

Feasibility Study for Trans-border 

Biosphere Reserve Osogovo 

Ref.: 2007CB16IPO007-2012-3-047 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This project is co financed by European Union through 

 -     IPA CROSS- BORDER PROGRAMME 

CCI Number 2007CB161P0007 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Report - Annexes 

 

SOCIOLOGY 

 

Feasibility Study for Trans-border Biosphere Reserve Osogovo 

 

 

 

Author: Stanislava Zahova 

 

 

 

August 2015 

 

 



 

 

2 

 

Contents 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 4 

LIST OF FIGURES 5 

LIST OF TABLES 6 

1. Introduction 7 

1.1. Sociological research of the attitude of the population in trans-border region Osogovo  regarding the 

opportunities for establishment of protected territory „Оsogovo“ 7 

1.2. Description of the approach and the methodology for activity realization: 8 

1.3. Main conclusions and results of the conducted sociological survey respondents: 14 

1.3.1. Systematization of strengths and weaknesses – Osogovo Region 16 

1.3.2. Opportunities of  Osogovo Region 17 

1.4. Conclusions and recommendations 19 

2. Analysis of the results received from in-depth interviews and online based interviews 20 

2.1. Methods of the questionnaire for in-depth interviews 20 

Aim and tasks 20 

2.2. Inquiry survey conduction 23 

2.2.1. Methods of the questionnaire for inquiry survey СAWI – Computer Assisted Web Interview 23 

Aim and tasks 23 

2.3. Data processing 25 

3. Analysis and interpretation of data from in-depth interviews and questionnaires 26 

3.1. Block I : Section 1 demographic profile of the respondents 26 

3.2. Block I : Section 2 Environment in OSOGOVO region 28 

3.3. Block II: Section 2 SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND DEMOGRAPHIC ENVIRONMENT Osogovo region 32 

a) Demographic environment in Ososgovo region 44 

b) Transport infrastructure 46 

c) Social infrastructure 48 

d) Cultural infrastructure 49 

e) Health infrastructure 50 



 

 

3 

 

f) Educational infrastructure 51 

g) Environmental infrastructure 51 

h) Tourist infrastructure 52 

i) Economic sectors 53 

ANNEX 1 58 

Questionnaire In-depth interviews 58 

ANNEX 2 63 

Questionnaire Computer Assisted Web Interviews 63 

ANNEX 3 65 

Data of respondents
 
- In-depth interviews 65 

 

ANNEX 4 Data of respondents -CAWI        67 

ANNEX 5 73 

Random sample of interviews with respondents 73 

 

  



 

 

4 

 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 

 

FYROM Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 

MAB Man and the Biosphere Programme 

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

BBF Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation 

NEAP National Ecologic Action Plan 

LEAP Local Environmental Activities Plan 

LEP Local Economic Plan 

IDP In-depth interviews 

СAWI Computer Assisted Web Interview 

NGO Non-governmental organization  

SPSS IBM Statistics Software 

CSS  Civil society structures 

NSI National Statistical institute in Republic of Bulgaria 

SSO State statistical office in Republic of Macedonia 

 

  



 

 

5 

 

 

LIST OF FIGURES 

 

Figure 1  
Gender of respondents 

28 

Figure 2 
Age of respondents 

28 

Figure 3 
Working status of respondents 

29 

Figure 4 Element of the environment in Macedonian side 30 

Figure 5  
Element of the environment in Bulgarian side 

30 

Figure 6 
Element of the environment 

31 

Figure 7 Priprity for economic development 36 

Figure 8 Evaluation of available sites in BG 37 

Figure 9 Evalution of available in FYROM 37 

Figure 10 Evalution of available sites in Osogovo Region 38 

Figure 11 
The main priorities for future development of the region 

Osogovo 

38 

Figure 12 
Priority for economic development 

40 

Figure 13 
Geographical area in km 

2
 

46 

Figure 14 All schools, class sections,student by munisipalities 51 

Figure 15 Active business by size, by municipalities 53 

 

  



 

 

6 

 

LIST OF TABLES 

 

Table 1  General aggregate and extract of respondents CAWI of Osogovo 

border region  

26 

Table 2 Strategic documents  
31 

Table 3 Population in municipalities 
45 

Table 4 Local road network in Osogovo Region 
46 

Table 5  Name of the large hotels in munisipalitis 
52 

Table 6 Names of large enterprises 
53 

Table 7 Demographic data of respondents - In-depth interviews 
64 

Table 8 Case Summaries -  Demographic data of respondents – СAWI 
66 

Table 9 Gender of respondents 
67 

Table 10 Age category of respondents 
68 

Table 11 Working status of respondents 
68 

Table 12 Schools, class sections, students by sex, by municipalities, (regular 

primary and lower secondary schools) 

69 

Table 13 All schools,class sections,students by municipalities 
69 

Table 14 Number of children in Kindergartens  
70 

Table 15 Active business entities by size, by municipalities  
70 

Table 16 Respondents opinion 
71 

  



 

 

7 

 

1. Introduction  

1.1. Sociological research of the attitude of the population in trans-

border region Osogovo regarding the opportunities for 

establishment of protected territory „Оsogovo“ 

 

The development of the present sociological analysis concerns the project „Feasibility 

Study for Trans-border Biosphere Reserve Osogovo“, implemented by Bulgarian 

Biodiversity Foundation, for development of feasibility study of the opportunities 

and realization of a process for preparation of documentation from Bulgarian and 

Macedonian side to the UNESCO Program „Man and the biosphere” (MAB)  as well 

as proposal for a trans-border region for establishment of biosphere reserve 

„Оsogovo“, in which to be improved and demonstrated balanced relations between the 

people and the biosphere. 

The aim of the above-mentioned activity is through realization of the sociological 

study to be gathered information for the opinion and assessment of the interested 

groups and the target groups under the project for:  

� The condition of the environmental components; 

� Identification of main problems in the social-economic development of the 

municipalities from Bulgarian and Macedonian side and their prioritization; 

� Registration of strategic documents, which to be used in the process of 

developing the proposal; 

� Identification of particular project ideas for the ten municipalities, covered by 

the study; 

� Registration to be made concerning the condition of the local economy, culture 

and tourism; 

� Existing problems and needs /expectations/ intentions of the population.  

 

The study puts emphasis on the assessment of the public opinion regarding the 

adequacy of the project proposal and the opportunity to be formed a trans-border team 

for joint project initiatives and economic development trans-border region Osogovo. 

The team, working on the present study, has tried to identify the problems, which 

would arise during the forming of a common structure, which to function in the trans-
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border region, but it has also tried to assist the process by inclusion of proposals and 

goals for realization through the Operational programs, which work for Bulgaria as 

well as the pre-joining funds, which work in Republic of Macedonia. 

For the above purpose, the study comprises several main groups of questions, oriented 

to evaluate the social-economic situation in the region, the strong and weak points of 

the particular municipalities and the adequacy of the made proposals for inclusion in 

pre-project initiatives on the basis of the existing strategic documents. 

During the preparation of the study and the used instruments for realization of the 

sociological study, the team has taken in consideration the changes, arisen in the 

(external) environment.  

1.2. Description of the approach and the methodology for activity 

realization:  

Upon conduction of the study have been used the following approach and 

methodology:  

1. Study design has been developed: selection and concretization of the approach 

for study, localization of the resources (time, human and financial);  

2. Methodology for conduction of the study has been developed;  

3. The features of the methods for collection and analysis of information have 

been defined.  

For realization of the sociological study has been made excerpt from 171 respondents, 

which is representative for the identified interested parties and main target groups, 

including here non-organized residents of the municipalities.  

Fifty respondents have been interviewed in the study – 15 „non-organized” residents 

of the municipalities and 35 representatives of the local administration, representatives 

of the business, NGO, representatives of cultural, sport, ecological and other 

institutions and organizations; media representatives; representatives of civil 

associations.  

In the process of the study the number of the interviewed „non-organized residents“ 

from the trans-border region is 121. 

Upon development of the excerpt the team has taken into account the three main 

characteristics, which determine the “quality” of the excerpt: authenticity, 
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representation and volume. The authenticity is connected with the rate of 

“truthfulness” of the collected information, i.e. to what extent are true the answers of 

the respondents. The representativeness of the excerpt is connected with the 

opportunity conclusions to be made, based on the excerpt for the population, i.e. 

reproduction of the population structure in order not to be allowed incorrectness of the 

conclusions. The volume of the excerpt is connected with the accuracy of the 

assessment for the population parameters.  

The main target respondent groups, included in the study are as follows:  

� Heads of directorates, heads of departments, state and senior experts, chairs of 

working groups and participants in them, mayors of settlements;  

� Representatives of the de-concentrated structures of the central executive power 

including here representatives of Regional directorate „Agriculture” in 

Bulgaria;  

� representatives of the business – local and regional ;  

� managers/directors of NGO, associations in the field of business, 

entrepreneurship, of municipal, district and regional importance;  

� representatives of cultural, ecological, sport and other institutions and 

organizations;  

� media representatives;  

� representatives of civil associations;  

� non-organized citizens.  

The number of the questions is in accordance with:  

� the purposes of the sociological study,  

� the volume of the topics to be studied;  

� the maximum duration for conduction of thorough interviews and conduction of 

interviews through filling of the questionnaires.  

 

The limit of the studied territory in the present sociological study has been set at the 

very beginning by the Contracting party, namely: the territory on behalf of the 

FYROM municipalities: Cheshinovo-Obleshevo, Delchevo, Kochani, Kratovo, Kriva 

Palanka, Makedonska Kamenitsa, Probishtip and Rankovce and on behalf of Bulgaria: 
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the municipalities Kyustendil and Nevestino. Subject of the study appear the residents 

of the above-mentioned municipalities in the trans-border region and more particular 

the the residents over 18 years old, who live on the the territory of trans-border region 

Osogovo, located on the territory of 3587,71 km 
2.  

The main method for collection of information is conduction of thorough interviews 

with the determined representatives through interviewers and questionnaires, which 

besides from being flexible as a method also take into account the involvement of the 

respondents from the identified interested parties and the target groups.  

For the complete, clear and correct classification and summarizing of the data has been 

used the descriptive method, because it allows reduction of the existing mass data to 

ranges, foreseeable by the researcher. The summarized data are presented under table, 

graphic or analytical form.  

In addition has been used also the method of the expert opinion, through which has 

been made further analysis of the received data and results.  

For realization of the study has been developed a scheme, which comprises the 

implementation of the following tasks:  

1. Formulation of the issues of the study;  

2. Formulation of the topic, subject and purposes of the study;  

3. Development of a study design: determination of the general totality and the 

subject of the study, identification of the items of observation;  

4. Development of organizational plan;  

5. Study realization  

6. Summary and data analysis   

Upon development of the scheme and more particular in the formulationof the topic, 

subject and purpose of the study, as sources have been sued the National 

environmental protection plans, the municipal strategies for development of the 

municipalities within the period 2014-2020 in the Bulgarian municipalities and LEAP 

and LEP for the Macedonian municipalities; the existing documentation for the 

municipal development plans; the tourism development programs, the environment 

development programs, the programs for working with the young people, for 
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development of the physical education, the program for management of the waste 

activity. 

The instruments for  conduction of the the study, the excerpt from the population and 

the other interested parties have been coordinated with the Contracting party, the heads 

of the project „Feasibility Study for Trans-border Biosphere Reserve Osogovo“, 

from Bulgarian and Macedonian side as well as with the other experts under the 

project. 

The study itself includes additionally hired interveners from Bulgarian side. After the 

end of the terrain study it has been made logical control of the received questionnaires,  

the open questions have been coded and the data have been entered and processed by 

specialized software product.  

During the preparation of the study and realization of the analysis of the results have 

ben also taken into account the results from the reports of the other experts under the 

project: cultural heritage, tourism and economic activities, in order to be chosen 

appropriate topics and questions to respondents for forming an attitude to successful 

policies for sustainable development of trans-border region Osogovo. In the context of 

project „Feasibility Study for Trans-border Biosphere Reserve Osogovo“ as 

interested parties have been determined the following:  

� those, whose interests are directly connected with the strategic document and 

plans and/or  pursued policies;  

� those, who possess the required information, resources and competences for 

making the assessment on the impact of new policies and strategies, their 

formulation and realization;  

� those, who control the respective instruments on implementation of the policies 

and programs.  

 

It has been taken into consideration that the following groups or individuals have an 

attitude to an impact on or an impact from the preparation or implementation of the 

main municipal policies:  

1. Representatives of the local administration, including the public 

administrations.  
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2. Representatives of the business, including traders, agricultural producers; 

representatives of trade companies, providing utility services in the 

municipalities;  

3. Representatives of Civil society structures (CSS), including NGO, cultural 

institutions, community centers, sport clubs, tourist associations,  retirement 

clubs, educational institutions;  

4. Аctive citizens.  

In view of the correct and precise identification of the attitude and opinion of the 

interested parties, within the frameworks of the realized study have been developed 

and used two different types of questionnaires, depending on the identified interested 

parties and the target groups:  

� The first questionnaire for thorough interviews was used in the public 

administrations, NGO’s, the business sectors of the  trans-border region in 

Macedonia and Bulgaria (Annex 1);  

� The second questionnaire has been distributed amongst representatives of 

„non-organized“ residents from the region, who show different civil positions 

(Annex 2);.While forming of the questions from Annex 1 and Annex 2, it has 

been considered that one of the questionnaires gives qualitative  information 

about the social-economic development of the region and the second one gives 

information for conduction of an online interview, it adds quantitative  

parameters to the research. This determines the raising of analogical questions, 

which to give full picture of the actual situation in trans-border region Osogovo.  

Тhis purpose shows the fact that during the sociological study we have unification by 

topics of the questions from both questionnaires, as respectively for the thorough 

questions to respondents, in Block I “Environment”, to questions № 3 and 4, repeat the 

answers in a quantitative way (of) questions № 8, 13 and 14 from the questionnaires 

for an online interview. 

As regards Block II “social-economic development of region Osogovo” we have 

analogical structure of the questions as the questions 2,5,7, 9,10,12,15,16 and 17 from 

Annex 5 provide quantitative range of the qualitative information, received through the 

conducted thorough interviews. 
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The profile of the comprised and studied individuals from Macedonian and Bulgarian 

side in region Osogovo is shown in Annex 3 and Annex 4, where we have 

demographic characteristics of the  respondents. 
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1.3. Main conclusions and results of the conducted sociological survey 

respondents: 

Targets in the  survey  

Determined by their importance from 

the interviewed  representatives of the 

interested  parties 

 

Determined by their importance 

from the interviewed  „non-

organized„ citizens from the 

questionnaire 

 

 

Getting to know the state 

of elements of the 

environment 

 

 

Economic development of the 

region and the profile of the 

main economic sectors  

 

Collaborative 

partnerships between the 

two countries in the 

region for economic 

development Osogovo 

Priority efforts to 

improve the 

environmental situation 

Construction of specialized 

infrastructure  

 

Use of natural resources 

for the development of 

the region  

Collaborative 

partnerships between the 

two countries in the 

region for economic 

development Osogovo 

Implementation of proposals 

for economic development of 

the region 

Use of cultural sites for 

tourism development 

Need for joint offices to 

realize the economic 

potential of the region 

Use of natural resources for 

the development of the region  

Supporting Small and 

Medium Business  

Study the process of 

declaring protected areas, 

according to local 

residents 

Development of transport 

infrastructure 

 

Restoration and urban 

renewal  

Implementation of 

proposals for economic 

development of the 

region 

Development of managerial 

capacity 

 

Priority efforts to 

improve the 

environmental situation  

Regulatory and 

interaction between 

various institutions: 

national, regional and 

local 

Restoration and urban renewal  Getting to know the state 

of elements of the 

environment 

 

Economic development 

of the region and the 

profile of the main 

economic sectors 

Social infrastructure 

development  

Presence of active 

citizenship 

 

Development of transport 

infrastructure 

 

Use of cultural sites for 

tourism development  

Study the process of 

declaring protected areas, 

according to local 

residents  

Development of 

environmental 

Development of environmental 

infrastructure 

Need for joint offices to 

realize the economic 
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infrastructure 

 

 potential of the region  

Social infrastructure 

development 

Energy efficiency of municipal 

centers  

Use of mass media to 

disseminate information 

among the population  

Development of 

managerial capacity 

 

Available facilities for 

education  

Social infrastructure 

development  

Development of social 

infrastructure 

 

Priority efforts to improve the 

environmental situation  

Development of transport 

infrastructure 

 

Presence of active 

citizenship 

 

Regulatory and interaction 

between various institutions: 

national, regional and local  

Implementation of 

proposals for economic 

development of the 

region  

Use of cultural sites for 

tourism development 

Need for joint offices to realize 

the economic potential of the 

region  

Energy efficiency of 

municipal centers  

Use of natural resources 

for the development of 

the region 

Supporting Small and Medium 

Business  

Available facilities for 

education  

Restoration and urban 

renewal 

Getting to know the state of 

elements of the environment 

 

Regulatory and 

interaction between 

various institutions: 

national, regional and 

local  

Energy efficiency of 

municipal centers 

Presence of active citizenship 

 

Economic development 

of the region and the 

profile of the main 

economic sectors  

Construction of 

specialized infrastructure 

Collaborative partnerships 

between the two countries in 

the region for economic 

development Osogovo 

 

Development of 

environmental 

infrastructure 

 

Use of mass media to 

disseminate information 

among the population 

Development of social 

infrastructure 

 

Construction of 

specialized infrastructure  

Available facilities for 

education 

Study the process of declaring 

protected areas, according to 

local residents  

Development of social 

infrastructure 

 

Supporting Small and 

Medium Business 

Use of mass media to 

disseminate information 

among the population  

Development of 

managerial capacity 
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1.3.1. Systematization of strengths and weaknesses – Osogovo Region 

Identified strengths of the 

region 

Ranged strong points from the 

interviewed individuals 

 

Ranged strong points from the 

interviewed individuals„non-

organized„ citizens from the 

questionnaire 

Good location of the 

region 

Good location of the region Good location of the region 

Transport connectivity 

 

Transport connectivity 

 

Available natural 

phenomena and cultural 

heritage 

Clean environment Clean environment  Transport connectivity 

 

Available natural 

phenomena and cultural 

heritage 

 Availability of built sports 

infrastructure 

Clean environment  

Enterprises operating in 

the mining industry 

 

Available natural phenomena 

and cultural heritage  

Developed agriculture  

Availability of developed 

social infrastructure 

Enterprises operating in the 

mining industry 

 

Available protected areas  

Developed agriculture Developed agriculture  Available cultural sites 

 

Available cultural sites 

 

Qualified staff to work in the 

industry  

Well-educated population  

Available protected areas Network operating SMEs  Qualified staff to work in the 

industry  

Well-educated population Availability of developed 

social infrastructure  

Enterprises operating in the 

mining industry 

 

Qualified staff to work in 

the industry 

Well-educated population  Network operating SMEs  

Network operating SMEs Available cultural sites 

 

Availability of built sports 

infrastructure  

Availability of built 

sports infrastructure 

Available protected areas  Availability of developed 

social infrastructure  
 

Identified weaknesses in the 

region 

Ranged weak points from the 

interviwed individuals 

 

Ranged weak points from the 

interviwed individuals„non-

organized„ citizens from the 

questionnaire 

Negative population 

growth 

Negative population growth  Migration of population  

Migration of population Depopulation of the region  Lack of jobs and hence 

poverty population 

Depopulation of the Lack of a comprehensive Negative population 
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region development strategy for the 

region 

 

growth  

Industrial decline Outdated development plans of 

municipalities in the region  

Missing foreign 

investment  

Lack of jobs and hence 

poverty population 

Lack of jobs and hence 

poverty population 

Industrial decline  

Missing foreign 

investment 

Lack of urban plans in 

Macedonian municipalities  

Lack of material and 

technical base, service 

tourist flows  

Poorly developed 

transport infrastructure 

Missing foreign investment  Depopulation of the 

region  

Lack of regional landfills Migration of population  Need to build new water 

installations  

Need to build new water 

installations 

Need to build new water 

installations  

Lack of a comprehensive 

development strategy for 

the region 

Lack of a comprehensive 

development strategy for 

the region 

 

Lack of material and technical 

base, service tourist flows  

Poorly developed 

transport infrastructure  

Lack of media coverage 

of the information in the 

public sphere 

 

Lack of railway transport in 

the Macedonian part of the 

region  

Lack of regional landfills  

Lack of material and 

technical base, service 

tourist flows 

Industrial decline  Lack of urban plans in 

Macedonian 

municipalities  

Outdated development 

plans of municipalities in 

the region 

Lack of regional landfills  Outdated development 

plans of municipalities in 

the region  

Lack of urban plans in 

Macedonian 

municipalities 

Poorly developed transport 

infrastructure  

Lack of railway transport 

in the Macedonian part of 

the region  

Lack of railway transport 

in the Macedonian part of 

the region 

Lack of media coverage of the 

information in the public 

sphere 

Lack of media coverage 

of the information in the 

public sphere 

1.3.2. Opportunities of  Osogovo Region 

  

Identified opportunities of the 

region 

Ranged opportunities from the 

interviwed individuals 

 

Ranged opportunities from the 

interviwed individuals„non-

organized„ citizens from the 

questionnaire 

 

Use EU membership of Use EU membership of Use EU membership of 
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Bulgaria for attracting 

investment in the border 

region Osogovo 

Bulgaria for attracting 

investment in the border 

region Osogovo  

Bulgaria for attracting 

investment in the border 

region Osogovo  

Developed cooperation 

between the 

municipalities of the 

region in joint project 

initiatives. 

Road I-6 with European 

categorization E871 from the 

Bulgarian side, provides 

passage to Macedonia  

Establishment of a joint 

structure of the Bulgarian 

and Macedonian side for 

economic development 

of the region  

Establishment of a joint 

structure of the Bulgarian 

and Macedonian side for 

economic development of 

the region 

Developed cooperation 

between the municipalities of 

the region in joint project 

initiatives. 

Development of 

alternative forms of 

tourism, eco, rural and 

religious  

Development of 

agriculture in the 

Bulgarian half of the 

region, fruit, rice 

production in the 

Macedonian part 

Development of small and 

medium-sized enterprises 

involved in agricultural 

processing 

production industry;  

Developed cooperation 

between the 

municipalities of the 

region in joint project 

initiatives.  

Road I-6 with European 

categorization E871 from 

the Bulgarian side, 

provides passage to 

Macedonia 

Development of alternative 

forms of tourism, eco, rural 

and religious  

Natural phenomena and 

cultural and historical 

heritage  

FPEIC №8: Durres - 

Tirana - Skopje - 

Kyustendil - Sofia - 

Plovdiv - Burgas / Varna 

 

Establishment of a joint 

structure of the Bulgarian and 

Macedonian side for economic 

development of the region  

Availability of clean 

nature in the region 

 

Development of small 

and medium-sized 

enterprises involved in 

agricultural processing 

production industry; 

FPEIC №8: Durres - Tirana - 

Skopje - Kyustendil - Sofia - 

Plovdiv - Burgas / Varna 

 

Road I-6 with European 

categorization E871 from 

the Bulgarian side, 

provides passage to 

Macedonia  

Developed railway 

transport on the 

Bulgarian side, which is 

implemented in 

conjunction by VIth main 

railway line 

Sofia / Radomir-

Kyustendil-Gyueshevo, a 

constituent of FPEIC №8. 

Developed railway transport 

on the Bulgarian side, which is 

implemented in conjunction by 

VIth main railway line 

Sofia / Radomir-Kyustendil-

Gyueshevo, a constituent of 

FPEIC №8.  

Development of 

agriculture in the 

Bulgarian half of the 

region, fruit, rice 

production in the 

Macedonian part  

Conditions for the 

development of 

secondary industry 

Processed 

Conditions for the 

development of secondary 

industry Processed  

Conditions for the 

development of 

secondary industry 

Processed 
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Development of 

alternative forms of 

tourism, eco, rural and 

religious 

Availability of clean nature in 

the region 

 

Presence of protected 

areas in the region, 

suggest that the 

development of tourism 

potential  

Availability of clean 

nature in the region 

 

Natural phenomena and 

cultural and historical heritage  

Developed railway 

transport on the 

Bulgarian side, which is 

implemented in 

conjunction by VIth main 

railway line 

Sofia / Radomir-

Kyustendil-Gyueshevo, a 

constituent of FPEIC 

№8.  

Presence of protected 

areas in the region, 

suggest that the 

development of tourism 

potential 

Development of agriculture in 

the Bulgarian half of the 

region, fruit, rice production in 

the Macedonian part  

Development of small 

and medium-sized 

enterprises involved in 

agricultural processing 

production industry;  

Natural phenomena and 

cultural and historical 

heritage 

Presence of protected areas in 

the region, suggest that the 

development of tourism 

potential  

FPEIC №8: Durres - 

Tirana - Skopje - 

Kyustendil - Sofia - 

Plovdiv - Burgas / Varna 

1.4. Conclusions and recommendations  

The main analysis of received results shows that the question of the announcement of 

Osogovo border region has no one answer. The study registers two types of attitudes. 

The first type is attitude of respondents, representing the local institutions, who are 

concerned with the announcement of the region for a protected area, because it will 

stop launched economic initiatives. 

The opinions and attitudes of independent respondents fully support the view of 

forming a trans-border biosphere Osogovo reserve that this will lead to economic 

development of the region. 

Undoubtedly, the respondents are not familiar with the available documentation and 

mechanisms of operation of a biosphere reserve. This determines the necessity of an 

educational campaign for achievement of several goals: 

• Introducing local population to the advantages and disadvantages of an 

operating biosphere reserve;  
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• Demonstration of good practices in registered reserves;  

• Introduction to international experience, as well as to international trans-border 

reserves, working jointly for development of a territory in some countries;  

• Organization of public forums to present  the views of the entire population and 

registered specifics of the region; 

• Establishment of a strategy for economic development of the trans-border 

region; 

• Creation of a common brand for promotion of Osogovo region;  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Analysis of the results received from in-depth interviews and online 

based interviews  

2.1. Methods of the questionnaire for in-depth interviews  

Aim and tasks 

The present study regarding the profile of human resources in trans-border region 

Osogovo is a result of conducted in-depth interviews and completion of questionnaires 

by the population in Macedonian and Bulgarian municipalities: Kriva Palnka, 

Rankovtse, Kratovo, Kochani, Cheshinovo-Obleshovo, Kochani, Probishtip, 

Macedonian Kamenitsa, Delchevo, Kyustendil and Nevestino. The reference groups 

covered by representatives of the local municipal authorities, representatives of the 

business, non-profit organizations, as well as citizens from the region.   

The aim of the sociological research through in-depth interviews is to analyze the 

current state of socio-economic development of the region and to outline the specifics 

in trends and peculiarities of economic development, consistent with the human 

resources. 
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The following research tasks are formulated for the achievement of this purpose:  

• Collection of maximum volume of information related to the demographic 

profile of interviewed persons;  

• Registration of people’s knowledge about concepts regarding the environment, 

pollution of the region and solving of the problem with its pollution;  

• Measurement and analysis of the population’s satisfaction from the 

development of the economics in the region and the possibilities for  future 

development;  

• Availability of specialists’ potential for implementation of joint projects for 

economic development of the region;  

• Registration of basic project ideas for development of the region;  

• Outlining the main problems and difficulties for implementation of projects;  

• Registration of the possibilities with available and operating media structures in 

the municipalities for popularization and promotion of the initiatives of 

Osogovo region as a united territory;   

• Outlining the possibilities for establishment of a joint trans-border structure for 

management of the region;  

Conduction of in-depth interviews  

In-depth interviews were conducted in June 2015 within "Feasibility Study for Trans-

border Biosphere Reserve Osogovo" project. Experts in sociology, hired in addition to 

specialists for conducting interviews jointly in Macedonia and Bulgaria are in the role 

of interviewing participants in fieldwork. On Bulgarian side the questions for the 

interviews are agreed with the Employer of the Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation. For 

the achievement of maximum reliable information, the listed ten municipalities in the 

Macedonian and the Bulgarian side are visited, conducting interviews with 

representatives of local executive authorities, representatives of business structures, 

non-profit organizations and local residents. Conducting in-depth interviews in field is 

hampered by the fact that the municipal administrations in the Macedonian side refuse 

provision of official information and demonstrate a lack of willingness to cooperate in 
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the project, according to which will  harm and constraint the implementation of project 

ideas for future economic development of the region. 

This required a reformulation of the main issues related to the section for gathering 

information on investigating the attitudes and desires of local population to prepare the 

documentation for establishment of biosphere reserve Osogovo in the border region. 

The reformulation of questions is in the part of open-ended questions which focus on 

the possibilities for organizing a joint cross-border structure to manage the border 

region and to implement joint projects for economic development of Osogovo. 

Despite the poor situation and the constraints set on the implementation of sociologic 

survey, the interviewing persons covered a maximum range of representatives of the 

listed reference groups and have received answers to the questions in the interviews. 

Two main trends re clearly outlined in the responses. On the one hand, the local 

authorities have clear limits on stating their position about the establishment of 

protected areas in specific municipalities, on other hand, local people support any 

initiative that leads to economic development of the municipalities in the region. 

Extract 

During the preparation of the questionnaires for conducting in-depth interviews is a 

preliminary extraction of people and institutions to be interviewed is made. The extract 

consisted of a maximum number of persons specified as representatives of various 

institutions at municipal level, which unfortunately was not implemented due to 

objective reasons. Most of the people who participated in the interviews requested 

anonymity because the official use of their names, will lead directly to the restrictions 

regarding the positions which they occupy in various public administrations. 

This caused reduction in the number of interviewed people in order to be realized the 

research and there was conformity with the municipal policies. Fifty people have been 

interviewed from the ten municipalities of trans-border Osogovo region as the excerpt 

has been allocated as follows- five people from one municipality. This reduction in the 

number of the interviewed people is a result of limitations in the background, in front 

of which situation were put the interviewed people.  
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This necessitated limiting the number of people interviewed for the study to be 

realized and comply with local policies. Interviewed fifty of the ten municipalities in 

the border region Osogovo the sample is distributed as follows five persons from the 

municipality. This reduction in the number of persons interviewed is the result of 

limitations in the middle, with which the situation placed interviewer. 

2.2. Inquiry survey conduction  

2.2.1. Methods of the questionnaire for inquiry survey СAWI – Computer 

Assisted Web Interview 

Aim and tasks 

This survey aims to reach more people in Osogovo border region to enable them to 

express personal views on the environment and specific socio-economic problems in 

the Macedonian and Bulgarian municipalities. 

The aim of the study through questionnaires is to add additional quantitative 

information on the socio economic condition of the region, through interviews with 

"non-authorized" persons who are not associated with formal structures in Bulgaria 

and Macedonia and to enable them to express their personal civic position. 

The following research objectives are formulated for the achievement of this 

objective:  

� Collection of maximum quantity of information related to the profile of 

respondents, such as age and employment status; 

� Measuring and analyzing the readiness of the population in the Macedonian and 

Bulgarian side to participate in joint cross-border initiatives; 

� Specific recommendations for improving of cross-border cooperation; 

� Outline of basic economic problems in the region; 

� Finding out the status of individual elements of the environment in different 

municipalities; 

� Project ideas for specific areas of work in the border region; 

Conduction of enquiry survey 
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The survey was conducted in the period June - of August 2015 within the framework 

of "Feasibility Study for Trans-border Biosphere Reserve Osogovo" project. Paid 

platform for surveys is used: https://survey.bg/. 

With a view to the situation for conduction of the study, the conclusion that the survey 

should be conducted among a large number of people through Internet is reached. This 

ensures anonymity and freedom of their answers to the posed questions. 

The questionnaire is distributed through an active link for residents of the Bulgarian 

and Macedonian communities in two languages: Bulgarian and Macedonian. The 

method of distribution of the questionnaire is by sending emails and via distribution 

through the social networks. 

Filling in the questionnaire is not related to a separate structure of respondents through 

their professional work. The persons covered by the survey are "unorganized". 

Expressing a personal opinion gives objectivity of the responses on one hand, but on 

other hand outlines the personal positions of respondents, compared to the available 

information about the socio-economic development of the region. 

The questionnaire for enquired survey was developed by experts from the team 

implementing the project and further consulted by the Employer. The enquiry includes 

15 questions, as eight of them are with "open" answers. The remaining seven questions 

are structured as evaluation questions using the Likert scale for reporting the attitudes 

of respondents. Greater consistency of results is provided for the questions with 

“open” responses, but at the same time they reflect the subjective attitude of the 

respondent. 

The expectations of the team conducting the sociologic survey are linked to the 

achievement of a greater number of answers and clarification of problem areas and 

areas for development in the region. 

The consolidation and analysis of the responses from the Macedonian and Bulgarian 

respondents and reporting of specific problems in specific municipalities in the border 

region represent a difficulty in reporting inquiries. The different questions are 
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structured in a way that ensures suitable for quantitative and qualitative information 

processing; 

Focus on the issues was placed on the possibilities for giving answers related to 

opinions, attitudes, expectations, etc. of the respondents. 

Extract 

The extract of enquired respondents has the following form:  

Preliminary extract of the objects that have to be obligatorily examined through the 

questionnaire was not done during the preparing of the survey, as the project team, had 

set itself the ambitious task to gather information from maximum number of 

respondents who would wish to answer the posed questions. 

As a result, the survey collected 121 opinions and personal answers of respondents. 

The extract of enquired respondents has the following mode: 

 

Bulgarian municipalities – in total Macedonian municipalities – in total 

Number 

of persons 

Average 

age 
Employed Unemployed 

Number of 

persons 
Average age Employed 

Unemploye

d 

69 45 63 6 52 53 48 5 

Table 1 General aggregate and extract of respondents through CAWI of Osogovo border region  

Source: Survey 

The data obtained from the enquired survey should be used carefully, since there is no 

expertise and personal attention of the respondents. 

However, they can serve as a reference point for the socio-economic situation of the 

border region. 

2.3. Data processing 

The information from in-depth interviews and survey are processed with Excel, as the 

possibilities of specialized statistical research program SPSS are used for complex 

treatments. All the questions in the questionnaire /both closed and open/ are subject to 

a quantitative analysis. 
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Wherever it is possible, the quantitative indicators are supplemented with qualitative 

information from free answers and comments which enables more complete and in-

depth interpretation of the results. 

During data processing and analyzing data breakdowns are used in three fields. The 

first one relates to the demographic status of respondents in interviews and completed 

questionnaires. The second area is environmental protection, with included 

information about strategic documents and state of the environment per individual 

elements in the border region. The third area of questions is directed to socio-

economic development, which complements the existing information on the status of 

registered official data in the report of the Expert on Economics and supplements it 

with personal opinions and attitudes of respondents through reviews and estimations. 

In some cases other links and dependencies to promote the region are sought in the 

questions. In case of statistical processing of the obtained data related to answers of 

some questions a limited number of cases in predefined groups is noticed. 

To illustrate the received quantitative and qualitative results from conducted 

interviews and surveys tables and charts are used in the report.  

3. Analysis and interpretation of data from in-depth interviews and 

questionnaires  

 3.1. Block I : Section 1 demographic profile of the respondents 

The demographic profile of the respondents covered by the survey consists of basic 

data: gender, age, marital status and employment status. 

When reporting on these indicators, it is necessary to take into account that in the 

answers to CAVI questionnaire distributed through online server, there is a rate of not 

responded persons. The common feature of the group of respondents is as follows: 

� In terms of gender differentiation men are 35% and women are 37%. In the 

questionnaire distributed online there are 2% not responding to the question. 

The respondents enquired through in-depth interviews the number of extract is 

24 women and 26 men. There are no missing data. The ratio for gender equality 

and survey of nearly the same number of persons through ongoing interviews is 

reserved. 
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For accurate quantitative analysis about the age of respondents, the persons are divided 

into categories: 

Category 1: 18- 26 years; 

Category 2: 26 – 35 years; 

Category 3: 36 – 45 years; 

Category 4: 46 – 55 years; 

Category 5: 56 – 65 years; 

Category 6:  over 65 years. 

The results from the extract for the respondents are illustrated in Figure 2, Age of 

respondents. The average age of respondents is between 36 and 45 years, actively 

working persons. They are followed by the persons from Category 3. The lowest rate 

is the percentage of persons from Category 6, over 65 years of age. 

With regard to the marital status of respondents 24% of them are single and 64% are 

married. 

� The employment status of respondents according to their data refers to persons 

who are employed, unemployed and pensioners. The percentage distribution 

about them is: highest percentage of workers 53%, followed by 12% of 

unemployed respondents and people of retirement age 8%. Detailed breakdown 

of the persons enquired through in-depth interviews and questionnaires is 

reflected in Figure 3 Working status of respondents. 

 

 

Figure 1 Gender of respondents 

Source: Survey 
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Figure 2 Age of respondents 

Source: Survey 

 

Figure 3Working status of respondents 

Source: Survey 

3.2. Block I: Section 2 Environment in OSOGOVO region  

Assessment of the condition of the environment by the population  

This survey demonstrates knowledge of respondents on terminology environment and 

environmental elements. This is question 1 in Block 1 of Environment, where the 

definitions of environment are different, but united in several key statements: 

... Where we live, work, meet our daily needs; where our interests are concentrated. It 

is different from nature; it is more than nature. This is the place where you accomplish 

your life. 

... The environment includes elements such as noise, cleanliness, infrastructure (social, 

communal); 

... The place where a person lives, economy, resources, climate. 
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The questions from Block I Environment, repeat the quantitative information to 

questions 11 and 12 from Annex 2, in which respondents provide an assessment of the 

state of environment elements. 

In free answers respondents positively evaluated the environmental situation, as they 

comment on problems with water pollution and impossibility for reclamation of 

mineral deposits only in municipalities with operating mines, sucah as Macedonian 

Kamenica and Probistip. In the municipality of Kriva Palanka water pollution from 

Toranitsa mine is also commented. 

The state of the elements of the environment throughout the region does not show 

huge differences. The overall picture shows problem with the waste, which is also 

reported in other issues and due to the lack of regional waste depots. 

Waste pollution of nature is reported in Osogovo region by 17,67% of the respondents. 

On the second position 5,65% indicate water pollution. Contamination of other 

components: biodiversity, soil and air show equal percentage when choosing a 

response. Depending on the regional specificities and industrial profile of 

municipalities, high levels of air pollution in the municipalities of Kyustendil and 

Nevestino in the Bulgarian part of the region are monitored. 
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Figure 4 Element of the environment in Macedonian side 

Source: Survey 

 

 

Figure 5 Element of the environment in Bulgarian side 

Source: Survey 
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Figure 6 Element of the environment 

Source: Survey 

The answers to Question from Annex 1 give quantitative information from 

respondents regarding the available information and the condition of the basic 
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Urbanized documentation x  

        Strategy for development of an urbanized 

plan  

 

 

x 

       Local ICT strategy 

 

 x 

  

x 

    Plan and program for waste management 

2015-2019 

 

 

  

x 

Strategy for development of agriculture  

 

 

  

x x x 

Program for energy efficiency 2012-2014 

 

 

     

x x 

Plan for equality in rights 2013-2016 

 

 

  

x 

    Strategy for development of rural tourism 

 

 x 

  

x 

 

x x 

Program for nature protection  

 

 

    

x 

 

x x 

Integrated plan for urban development  

 

 

      

х х 

Table 2 Strategic documents 

Source: Survey 

Each municipality, regardless of the country of its location, has a strategy for 

development of the municipality. According to the new requirements in Bulgaria, the 

master plan for future development of cities is related to the preparation of 

documentation for the period 2016 -2020, integrated urban development plans. The 

strategies for economic development are upgraded again in connection with the new 

programming period of the European Union and are valid for the Bulgarian 

municipalities. The lack of General urban plans is a problem for the municipalities in 

the Macedonian side, which is set as strategic objectives in the Strategy for 

Development of East and North-East plan regions of the Republic of Macedonia. A 

part of the documentation in the municipalities needs to be updated, because theu 

include information until 2014. This is a process that is linked to governmental policy 

and the future expectations are bound to development of new strategies in line with the 

new standards and requirements. 

3.3. Block II: Section 2 SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND DEMOGRAPHIC 

ENVIRONMENT Osogovo region 

Regarding Block II Socio - economic development of Osogovo region the construction 

of the questions is similar, as questions 2,5,7, 9,10,12,15,16 and 17 of Annex 2 provide 

quantitative measurement of qualitative information obtained through in-depth 

interviews carried out. 
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The assessment of questions 3, 4 from Annex 1 and questions 8.13 and 14 from Annex 

2 show that Osogovo region is underdeveloped compared to other regions in Bulgaria 

and Macedonia. 

The quantitative parameters of the responses received from respondents impose 

statement of underdeveloped region, based on 94% of respondents’ answers. There are 

not missing data regarding the development of the region. 3% of respondents point out 

unsatisfactory development of the region. 

The qualitative parameters of the questions represent opinions and attitudes of the 

respondents, saying that the situation concerning the Bulgarian half of the region 

Bulgarian seems pit in mildly disastrous. 

In its Macedonian part: Osogovo region is a region with minor investments, highest 

unemployment and weak socio-economic status.  

The north-eastern planned region of Macedonia is the poorest and most 

underdeveloped region compared to rest planned regions;  

The reasons for the weak development of the region is related to the fact that the 

region is not promoted in the media, there is a lack of tourist accommodation, 

promotional materials, as well as state policy for economic development of the region. 

The advantages of Osogovo region are related to imposing the following statements:  

• Border region – 3% 

• Climate – 15% 

• Soils -13% 

• Thermal springs – 5% 

• Water - 1 

• Tourist site – 54% 

• Climate – 45% 

• Historical monuments of culture – 65% 

• Natural sites: forests, mountains, ores and minerals, pure nature – 32% 

• Ski area – 7% 

• Eco reserve  – 8% 

• Pure nature -1 
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• Environment condition: air, soils, thermal springs and water – 27% 

• Cultural and historical sites – 87% 

The qualitative results are related to explanations about bio-diversity of the region, as 

well as the availability of cultural and historical heritage. Their focus is on the 

following issues:   

• Osogovo Mountain possesses advantages with biological aspect. There are lots 

of identified species from flora and fauna, endemic species. Osogovo is 

demonstration of a vegetation region, area for birds, important corridor for 

movement of wild plants and animals within Pan-European ecological network 

for South-Eastern Europe (PEEN SEE) and Emerald protected region. The first 

data about the flora of Osogovo Mountain date from XIX century (Grisebach 

1844). It is known nowadays that the flora of Osogovo Mountain includes 101 

familiea, 423 stocks and 1007 kinds of supreme plants, as well as 54 sub kinds, 

57 varieties, 16 forms and 3 hybrids.   The great number of registered 

taxonomies in Osogovo Mountain is a proof for a supreme floristic treasure. 

Dominating families according to the number of stocks and types, Asteraceae 

(50/141) and Roaseae (40/87). 

• The fauna of Osogovo Mountain is undoubtedly rich, but not enough explored.  

• The massive of Osogovo Mountain is a special natural entity with a great 

number of gravitating municipalities with different level of socio-economic 

development. Osogovo has at disposal enormous opportunities for development 

(reserves of mineral stuff, geo-thermal water, forest fund, pasture grounds, 

water resources, old architecture, cultural historical and natural sights, natural 

rarities, archeological sites, old crafts and folk arts).  It offers development of 

traditional tourism, alternative tourism (peasant regions), cultural and eco 

tourism and development of sport hunting and fishing. 

• Osogovo region has settlements with a great history. All of them are situated 

near each other and between the two capitals (Sofia and Skopje). They have 

fresh air, rivers…….wealth of ore.  
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• Pipe for milk in St. Yoakim Ossogovski Monastery Complex. The mines in 

Osogovo region of the ancient Shlezi and Sasa to be transformed into tourist 

sites. 

• Osogovo region in the Repuablic of Macedonia bristle with rich cultural and 

natural heritage with numerous churches, monasteries, cultural and historical 

monuments, natural and archeological sites. The most important among them 

are:  

• St. Yoakim Ossogovski Monastery, Lesnovskiot Monastery, St. Yoan Predtecha 

Monastery Church, Nikolay Chudotvorets Church and St. Georgi Kratovski 

Church in Kratovo, medieval towers, bridges, old architecture, natural 

phenomena: natural phenomenon “Kuklitsa”, natural phenomenon “Plotchi 

Litotelmi“, “Stratsin”, archeological site “Golyamo Gradishte”, Konuh 

Village, siyuated in Kratov Municaipality, “Vinichko Kale” – Vinitsa and other 

religious and historical sites in the region.   

Question 7 from Annex 1 and question 14 from Annex 2 indicate disagreement of the 

respondents regarding the socio-economic problems of the region. Ranking of 

responses is associated with repeated statements, as the frequency of responses is 

separated into the following categories: 

Weak economic development  81 

Migration of young people  78 

Lack of investments in the region  54 

Infrastructure 46 

Promotion of the region 31 

Small number of hotel 

accommodations  25 

Nature pollution 8 

Lack of regional waste depots  5 

Illegal felling 5 
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When registering developed economic sectors in the region, there are some differences 

between the responses in the Bulgarian and Macedonian side. They are related to the 

profile for development of specific municipalities. 

Respondents from Macedonian municipalities in Osogovo place on first position the 

socio-economic development of municipalities, followed by environmental protection. 

The focus related to the development of Osogovo region in the Bulgarian side is 

placed on environmentally sensitive use of the environment during the process of 

development of the region, as the cultural heritage of the region as a basis for tourism 

development is on the second position. 

The third position in the ranking is manufacturing. It is determined by the fact that the 

region is mainly agricultural with widely practiced fruit-growing. There are no huge 

industrial capacities. 

For the respondents from the Macedonian part of the region the environment is again 

on first position, as manufacturing and use of cultural heritage as a basis for tourism 

development are with equal priority. This is determined by the fact that besides 

developing agriculture in the region, rice and fruit growing, operating ore mines are 

available there with positive impact on the economy of municipalities. 

The general attitudes of respondents are related to environmental protection and 

sparing use for sustainable development of Osogovo region.  

The diagram below demonstrates these relationships. 

 

 

Figure 7 Priprity for economic development 

Source: Survey 

0,00% 10,00% 20,00% 30,00% 40,00% 50,00% 60,00%

Macedonian side

Bulgarian side

Total

37,50% 

35,71% 

55,36% 

12,50% 

0 

12,50% 

25% 

42,86% 

46,43% 

25% 

14,29% 

32,15% 

0 

7,14% 

3,57% 

Priprity for economic development 

Other Manufacturing Cultural-historical heritage Forestry Environment



 

 

37 

 

Question 4 Annex 1 Question 8 10 Annex 2 show the attitude of the respondents 

regarding the future priorities for economic development in the region, as well as 

priority areas for its development. There is a ranking depending on the level of 

importance and availability of necessary equipment related to major economic 

projects: sports, administrative, cultural, specialized infrastructure. 

Determination of the current situation in Osogovo region is important to the extent that 

outlines the economic profile of the region. 

The respondents inquired online provide an assessment of the available equipment. 

The question is with a three-level scale of reporting - high, low and persons without 

opinion. The charts show the distribution of respondents’ views of on an average scale 

of recording their answers. The economic situation in the region shows lack of hotels - 

25%, lack of sports facilities - medium scale 20%, lack of cultural institutions and 

catering establishments - restaurants. 

 

Figure 8 Evaluation of available sites in BG 

Source: Survey 
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Figure 9 Evalution of available in FYROM 

Source: Survey 

 

Figure 10 Evalution of available sites in Osogovo Region  

Source: Survey 
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constructing tourist infrastructure with a weighted average 2.75%. The third position is 

occupied by the socio-economic development of the region, which is possible 

considering the previous two elements, with a weighted average 2.5%. Regarding the 

Macedonian side, the priority for future development is related to the construction and 

development of sports infrastructure, construction of tourist infrastructure, 

modernization and energy efficiency. Data are illustrated in Figure 11.  

 

Figure 11 The main priorities for future development of the region Osogovo 

Source: Survey 
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The differences in the responses of the Bulgarian and Macedonian municipalities are 

great when ranking the priorities for future development of the region. The responses 

in the part for building of sports infrastructure are predictable, due to the fact that in 

question 10 from Annex 2 there is a question related to the arrangement of the 

available sites on the territory of Osogovo region: sports facilities, office buildings, 

hotels and restaurants. 

The administrations in three municipalities from the Macedonian part, prioritize the 

development of tourist sector. The preferred for development type of tourism is is 

skiing. This is the opinion of Kriva Palanka, Probishtip and Kochani municipalities. 

For the Bulgarian side, tourism is related to the wealth of spas and development of spa 

tourism. 

When registering developed economic sectors in the region, there are some differences 

between the responses in the Bulgarian and Macedonian side. They are related to the 

profile of the development of specific municipalities. 

The respondents from Macedonian municipalities in Osogovo region place on first 

position the socio-economic development of municipalities, followed by 

environmental protection. 

The focus regarding the development of Osogovo region for the Bulgarian side is 

placed on environmentally sensitive use of environment during the process of 

development of the region, the cultural heritage of the region as a basis for tourism 

development is on second position. 

The third position in the ranking is manufacturing. It is determined by the fact that the 

region is mainly agricultural with widely practiced fruit-growing. There are no huge 

industrial capacities. 

For the respondents from the Macedonian part of the region the environment is again 

on first position, as manufacturing and use of cultural heritage as a basis for tourism 

development are with equal priority. This is determined by the fact that besides 

developing agriculture in the region, rice and fruit growing, operating ore mines are 

available there with positive impact on the economy of municipalities. 

The general attitudes of respondents are related to environmental protection and 

sparing use for sustainable development of Osogovo region.  
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The Figure 12 below demonstrates these relationships. 

 

Figure 12 Priority for economic development 

Source: Survey 

Questions 5 and 9 from Annex 2 allude to specific territories with opportunities for 

development and future priority areas preferred by respondents. There is an open 

response question and the answers for the Macedonian municipalities are united 

together around construction of ski centers, similar to the Bulgarian ones. 

Osogovo ski slopes could become wonderful, completed ski resort where snow is not 

less than in Bansko, for example, even on the contrary. 

The region as a whole for the recent years has lost its reputation of the orchard of 

Bulgaria, which has to be changed. The conditions are extremely favorable for 

development of agriculture. 

Questions 5, 6, 9 and 12 from Annex 2 are with an open response and require specific 

answers. 27% among CAWI respondents have not responded to these questions due to 

a lack of opinion or a lack of knowledge about the region. 
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� Economy, tourism; 

� Manufacturing; 

� Development of mining industry and trans-border network; 

� Trainings and joint meetings for exchange of experience  and joint cooperation; 

� Construction of processing industry for agricultural products.  

Priority area 2 – Social sphere: Education, culture, public health services, social 

services  

� Public health services;  

� Social protection; 

� Establishment of international cultural events;  

� Houses for elderly people; 

� Youth centers; 

� Trainings and joint meetings for exchange of experience and relationship for 

cooperation;  

� Construction of ski school for young people;  

� Culture. 

Priority area 3 – Medium of living: Environment, infrastructure, public spaces, 

green system, energy efficiency  

� Public spaces; 

� Reconstruction of ski lifts in Ponikva;  

� Elaboration and harmonization of legal provisions and their keeping;  

� Purifying station, energy efficiency improvement;  

� Building of purifying systems for waste waters, building of regional depots and 

solid wastes management;  

� Infrastructure. 

Priority area 4 – Public relationships: Management, safety, civil activity, 

partnerships 

Infrastructure 

� Civil activity; 
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� Campaign for promotion of the region, organization of fairs, trips and 

educational centers for establishment of educated specialists;  

� Clusters of undertakings; 

� Joint projects, financed under EU funds; 

� Implementation of small projects for increase of publicity and information 

about Osogovo nature by non-governmental organizations.  

The public spaces that have to be reconstructed are united in some sectors:  

Public spaces in the center of built-up areas with a specific territory: 

� Kyustendil; 

� Razlovtsi Village, Deltchevo; 

� Town square of Kriva Palanka; 

� Hall of culture; 

� Wild dung-hills in big built-up areas;  

� Plant for accumulators in Probishtip;  

� Public spaces in Kratovo; 

� More effective waste management and arrangement of green areas;  

� Stock-farming. 

Geographical areas with local importance – specific territory:   

� Industrial areas; 

� Kuklitsa, Dimontse, Tsotsev Kamen, Stratsin, Ruen, Lisets, Ponikva;  

� Old dung-hills in Priobshtip, Macedonian Kamenitsa and Kriva Palanka;  

� Solid wastes depots, which do not meet the minimum requirements; 

� Yalovisgna dung-hills in Priobshtip; 

� Non-regulated dung-hills in rural regions; 

� Gorno Kratovo Village, volcano bombs ; 

� A site in “Kamenni kukli” area situated 5 km from the town of Kratovo to 

become a protected site. 

Sites with cultural and historical importance for the municipality - specific 

territory:   
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� Lesnovski and Osogovski monasteries, monuments of war dead soldiers in 

Priobshtip; 

� Kyustendil, Nevestino, Boboshevo. 

Specific territories with cultural and historical sites that have to be reconstructed 

and used for development of tourism in the Macedonian side are:  

� Razlovtsi Village – with a potential for development of the region, Razlovechko 

Rebellion started there in 1876; 

� Ruen – suitable for development of winter tourism; 

� Kokino – the oldest natural observatory;  

� Kalin Stone – potential for development of winter ski tourism;  

� Sport and rehabilitation center Ponikva;  

� Kratovo – great potential for alternative tourism and sport activities 

(paragliding) 

� Kriva Reka; 

� Kuklitsa; Tsotsev Kamen; 

� Kratovo – town of bridges and towers and underground tunnels. The medieval 

towers are a nice place for visit of local and international tourists and for 

organization of events, i.e. telling legends about the town of Kratovo, history 

and a part of the legends about bridges and the secret of underground tunnels.   

� Towns and rural places in Osogovo region: Kratovo, Kriva Palanka, Vinitsa, 

Kochani, Berovo with potential for development of alternative and cultural 

tourism.  

a) Demographic environment in Ososgovo region 

The last census in Bulgaria in 2011 and in Macedonia in 2002 showed the tendencies 

towards decrease of population in both countries, the percentage rising in recent years. 

In the cross-border region of Osogovo, the there is a trend of a negative natural and 

mechanical growth, with a greater impact of the first one, and the corresponding 

ageing of population. The main reasons for the negative values of the natural growth in 

the municipalities are the high mortality rates and the low birth rates. There is also a 

trend of high levels of migration which is especially acute in Macedonia, according to 

data from the East and Northeast Region of FYROM.  
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The sociological research registered a problem with the migration of young population 

in Osogovo Region, the trend being equally expressed in Bulgaria and Macedonia. The 

municipal experts commented that while villages are being deserted due to the fact that 

population is moving towards the bigger towns or even outside the two countries. 

The lack of a strong and stable economy, the low income of population, poverty, and 

the high percentage of unemployment are the reasons for the migration of young 

people out of the region. The solving of that problem is possible thought the transition 

to economically stable municipalities which would offer opportunities for the 

development of young and well-educated people, keeping the latter into their 

birthplaces. For the sustainable development of the region, it is necessary to use all the 

opportunities of the Bulgarian and Macedonian municipalities. The registered 

opportunities include the following: 

• Make active use of the membership of Bulgaria in the EU in order to draw 

investments to the cross-border Osogovo Region; 

• Develop cooperation among the municipalities from the region for joint projects 

for economic development of the region; 

• Develop the SME sector related to the processing industry based on local 

agricultural production; 

• Develop tourism – ecological, rural and religious – as the main economic 

branch of the area; 

• Organize a joint management structure for the economic develop of the region 

(both Bulgaria and Macedonia); 

• Utilize better the existing transport infrastructure; 

• Create conditions for the development of a secondary industry – the processing 

one; 

• Develop agriculture better, fruit-growing in the Bulgarian part and rice-growing 

in the Macedonian part; 
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• Utilize the opportunities offered by the existing protected areas in the region 

which can support the development of sustainable tourism. 

 

N 
Municipalities Population 

Number of 

settlements 

1.  Makedonska Kamenitsa 8110 9 

2.  Delchevo 17505 22 

3.  Kochani 28 330 28 

4.  Probishtip 15212 37 

5.  Kriva palanka 20820 34 

6.  Rankovce 4144 18 

7.  Cheshinovo - Obleshevo 7490 14 

8.  Kratovo 10441 31 

9.  Nevestino 2 821 23 

10.  Kustendil 42940 71 

 Total 157813 287 

Table 3 Population in municipalities 

Source NSI  
1
 and SSO 

2
 

 

 

Figure 13 Geographical area in km 
2 

Source NSI   and SSO 

b) Transport infrastructure 

In terms of transport infrastructure and available data on the length of roads 

constructed in Osogovo region, the tables show the total amount of road infrastructure 

in the Bulgarian and Macedonian part of the region. 

                                                           
1
 NSI - National Statistical institute in Republic of Bulgaria 

2
 SSO -  State statistical office in Republic of Macedonia 
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Table 4 Local road network in Osogovo Region 

Local road network, by municipalities, km 

2014 

  TOTAL 

Asphalt and 

cobbled 

street Macadam Earth Designed roads 

Delchevo 146 66 4 70 6 

Kochani 164 54 3 97 10 

Kratovo 178 75 - 83 20 

Kriva Palanka 174 99 1 69 5 

Makedonska 

Kamenitsa 113 74 - 39 - 

Probishtip 78 47 4 13 14 

Rankovtse 129 27 8 18 76 

Cheshinovo - 

Obleshevo 72 34 - 38 - 

Total 1054 476 20 427 131 

Source: SSO Macedonia 

Local road network, by municipalities, km 

  Total AM I II III 

Kustendil 222 0 41 11 170 

Nevestino 163 0 102   61 
 

Despite the different category of roads, which is based on the legislations of Bulgaria 

and Macedonia, it should be noted that the answers of respondents from IDP are 

related to the need for reconstruction of the existing road network. The lack of 

constructed railway line to municipalities Kriva Palanka, Rankovtse, Kratovo, 

Probishtip and Kochani municipalities is considered to be a big disadvantage by the 

Macedonian experts. In the Bulgarian part, on the territory of Kyustendil there is an 

existing infrastructure that connects the municipality with other settlements in the 

country. The road networks crossing the entire region are of high importance, as in the 

Bulgarian part Highway № 6: the border – Kyustendil – Radomir – Sofia – Plovdiv - 

Burgas in Kyustendil is of great importance, because it is the main travel artery and 

link of the capital with the neighboring Macedonia through Kumanovo and Skopje. 

Secondary road № 62 Kyustendil - Dupnitsa - Klisura – Samokov - Trakia Highway 

starts in the South – East part and the third class road № 601 - Kyustendil - 

Dragovishtitsa - Lower Uyno in the North – West part, where is the border with the 

Republic of Serbia. 



 

 

48 

 

Pan-European corridors Е8 / Duras – Tirana – Kaftan/Kafasan – Skopje – Deve Bair – 

Kriva Palanka, Gyueshevo – Sofia – Plovdiv – Burgas/Varna.  It is the connection 

between the Adriatic Sea, Black Sea region, the countries from Russia and Central 

Asia and crosses Bulgaria, Albania and Macedonia. E4 goes through Drezden – Prague 

– Bratislava – Gyor – Budapest – Arad – Krayova – Sofia – Plovdiv – Istanbul. It has a 

branch with a route Sofia – Kulata –Thessaloniki and it is a connection road to the 

countries from Central Europe and the Aegean Sea.  

International road Е 871 connects Kyustendil with Kumanovo in Macedonia, as well 

as road III - 622 – Kyustendil - Nevestino – Tsarvaritsa – Cherna Skala – border with 

the Republic of Macedonia.  

In the Macedonian part European corridor Е8 goes through Kriva Palnka nad 

Rankovtse municipalities.  

There is a trans-European corridor on the side of Delchevo and Macedonian 

Kamenitsa that crosses the Bulgarian border.  

The remaining roads are with regional and local importance and they are used for 

automobile traffic.  

c) Social infrastructure 

The social infrastructure is bound by the provision of an appropriate and profitable 

educational, social and cultural infrastructure consistent with future needs in urban 

centers and their surrounding areas. 

The main objective of health infrastructure is to improve the health status of the 

population, by covering the needs of health services observing the principles of 

accessibility, timeliness, adequacy and quality of medical care. 

Among the main goals for development of the municipalities in Osogovo border 

region is improvement of health care facilities and provision of access to such services 

in the municipalities. On Bulgarian territory, in the region of Kyustendil and Nevestino 

there is one registered hospital and one polyclinic. There are lots of prophylaxis 

centers in Kyustendil, which in most cases are departmental. Due to the different 

structure of health care institutions in the Macedonian part, health houses are 

established in five municipalities: Probishtip, Kratovo, Delchevo, Kriva Palanka and 

Kochani. There is a hospital in Macedonian Kamenitsa Municipality. There are well 
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developed individual medical practices, as there is a trend the population of Bulgarian 

municipalities to use dental services in Macedonia, due to lower prices of health 

services. Improvement of the necessary material and technical base of health care 

institutions, introduction of energy efficiency measures, as well as modernization of 

existing units is a priority of municipal administrations. 

Social Affairs Departments are functioning in the municipalities. However the 

respondents’ opinions are tied to the fact that social prevention and establishment of 

centers for public assistance, providing the following services: family consultation, 

support and development of parenting skills, prevention of abuse and neglect, family 

planning, reception care, adoption, prevention of dropping out of school, prevention of 

deviant behavior and work with children with deviant behavior. 

In Bulgaria these services are carried out by departments for child protection in local 

Social Affairs Departments, which are subordinated to the Ministry of Labour and 

Social Policy. 

d) Cultural infrastructure 

Cultural infrastructure in the Bulgarian side is ensured by the existing cultural 

institutions. Community centers as a center for the development of amateur culture are 

typical for Bulgaria. In every village, regardless of their size and population, in 

Kyustendil and Nevestino regions, there are built community centers. They provide 

support and cultural needs of local population. In Kyustendil as an acting city there is a 

theater, art gallery, cinema and regional museums. 

In the Macedonian half of Osogovo trans-border region the existing cultural 

institutions are Cultural Societies. There are such ones in all municipalities except 

Rankovtse Municipality, which is a young municipality and which is going to create 

such a structure. In terms of museums, there are such acting in Kriva Palanka and 

Kratovo. In Kochani the local library is a branch office of the National Museum of 

Skopje where a collaborator is actively working on the archaeological excavations and 

the local traditions of the population. There is an ethno house opened again in Kocani, 

which is an ethnographic exhibition. 

In Delchevo and Probishtip municipalities there are museum collections revealed. The 

museum collection in Delchevo is ethnographic. Probishtip has a museum collection of 
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minerals found in the mines of the municipality. The ambition of the city 

administration is to build a museum of ore, which is possible to be implemented with 

European funding. 

The attitudes of the local population in terms of cultural monuments, which have to be 

maintained in the future for the development of tourism are shown in the table, as the 

main proposals of the respondents in relation to cultural and historical sites are 

exported by municipalities. They are of interest as historical sites and need 

maintenance and reconstruction.  

The Table 16 summarizes their answers in Annex 4. 

e) Health infrastructure 

The main objective of health infrastructure is to improve the health status of the 

population, by covering the needs of health services observing the principles of 

accessibility, timeliness, adequacy and quality of medical care. 

Among the main goals for development of the municipalities in Osogovo border 

region is improvement of health care facilities and provision of access to such services 

in the municipalities. On Bulgarian territory, in the region of Kyustendil and Nevestino 

there is one registered hospital and one polyclinic. There are lots of prophylaxis 

centers in Kyustendil, which in most cases are departmental. Due to the different 

structure of health care institutions in the Macedonian part, health houses are 

established in five municipalities: Probishtip, Kratovo, Delchevo, Kriva Palanka and 

Kochani. There is a hospital in Macedonian Kamenitsa Municipality. There are well 

developed individual medical practices, as there is a trend the population of Bulgarian 

municipalities to use dental services in Macedonia, due to lower prices of health 

services. Improvement of the necessary material and technical base of health care 

institutions, introduction of energy efficiency measures, as well as modernization of 

existing units is a priority of municipal administrations. Social Affairs Departments are 

functioning in the municipalities. However the respondents’opinions are tied to the 

fact that social prevention and establishment of centers for public assistance, providing 

the following services: family consultation, support and development of parenting 

skills, prevention of abuse and neglect, family planning, reception care, adoption, 



 

 

51 

 

prevention of dropping out of school, prevention of deviant behavior and work with 

children with deviant behavior. 

In Bulgaria these services are carried out by departments for child protection in local 

Social Affairs Departments, which are subordinated to the Ministry of Labour and 

Social Policy. 

f) Educational infrastructure 

Educational infrastructure of Osogovo region is provided with 286 schools available, 

with 1797 classes in total, where 33 765 students are taught in primary course and they 

receive secondary education. Statistics for division of schools, number of students and 

classes is available at Table applications in Annex 4. The figure 14 shows the overall 

picture of the education system of Osogovo region in the Bulgarian and Macedonian 

side. 

 

Figure 14 All schools, class sections,student by munisipalities 

Source NSI   and SSO 

g) Environmental infrastructure  

Environmental infrastructure incorporates water and waste of the municipalities in 

Bulgaria and Macedonia. During the conducted IDPW the team found out that in 

respect of waste separate collection has not been introduced in any municipality.  
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On the sites with placed containers plastic and glass can be disposed separately. There 

are collection points for paper and iron, used by local people. Processing industry 

where the separate waste to be used is missing. General attitudes of respondents are 

related to the fact that there are not large illegal dumps that pollute the environment. 

The lack of regional waste depots is a problem for the cross border region. Such depots 

are envisaged to be built in the future. Re-cultivation of mining depots and mining 

waste elements is necessary in the municipalities with developed mining.   

Rivers and riverbeds need to be strengthened, which is possible with financing of 

environmental projects by the ministries of environment in Bulgaria and Macedonia. 

The profile of municipalities Kochani, Probishtip and Cheshinovo – Obleshevo 

municipalities requires constant maintenance of existing dams that provide irrigation 

of rice massifs. 

There are no treatment plants to ensure the purity of water that flows into rivers. 

h) Tourist infrastructure 

Official statistics of the municipal administrations and the national statistical offices of 

Bulgaria and Macedonia show the number of registered in Osogovo hotels and nights 

spent by the tourist flows. Unfortunately, in the survey of respondents from the 

Macedonian part opinion about lack of accommodation is established. The situation in 

Kyustendil is different, because of over 60 registered bases that work and meet the 

tourist flow. 

The table 5 demonstrates people's opinion and specific tourist sites, which operate on 

the territories of municipalities. Kyustendil is not included in the database, because 

there are enough hotels and accommodations. The lack of accommodation and catering 

places is reflected in the analysis of the study. 
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Munisipality Hotels Name of the large hotels  

Kriva palanka 3 Hotel Turist, Motel Krater, Osogovski Monastery 

Rankovce 1 Park hotel Ginovce 

Kratovo 2 Hotel Kratis,Etno house Shancheva 

Probishtip 1 San Niko 

Kochani 5 Euro hotel Gradce,Filipov hotel,Hotel Lider,Hotel 

Nacional,Hotel Ale-dar 

Cheshinovo-Obleshevo 1 Vago 2 

Makedonska Kamenica 1   

Delchevo 2 Hotel Makedonia,Hut Golak 

Nevestino  1 Pastuh 

Table 5 Name of the large hotels in munisipalitis 

Source Survey  

 

The sites located on the territories of the municipalities, which can be used as a tourist 

attraction, need renovation, as well as trained staff able to promote them before the 

guests of the settlements. 

i) Economic sectors 

 

The Figure 15 shows the total number of registered undertakings in the municipalities 

in the municipalities and the predominance of small undertakings registered in the 

municipalities. 
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Figure 15 Active business by size, by municipalities 

Source NSI   and SSO 

After IDP study carried out the main industries that define the profile of the region are 

registered. Agriculture with different accents in the municipalities is on first place: 

plant growing, which in the Bulgarian part is related to horticulture and in the 

Macedonian part it is related to horticulture, vegetable production and rice growing.  

Emphasis should be placed on the fact that mining is developed in Probishtip, 

Cheshinovo-Obleshevo and Macedonian Kamenica municipalities. In Cheshinovo-

Obleshevo clay is mined, there are plants related to this industry, while in Macedonian 

Kamenitsa and Probishtip lead and zinc ores are mined. The Table 6 shows the views 

of the respondents in terms of the profile of the particular municipality and larger 

enterprises that determine the economic development of the settlement are listed. 
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Munisipality Economic sector Names of large enterprises 

Makedonska Kamenitza Ore industry 

Mine Sasa 

Mine Tsinkara 

Tamateks 

Luke Textiles - M 

Novateks 

Verona 

Vekateks 

Delchevo Manufacturing industry   

Kochani Farming   

Probishtip Ore industry Mine Zletovo 

Kriva palanka Farming   

Rankovce Farming   

Cheshinovo - Obleshevo Farming,Ore industry 

Mine Opalit 

IGM Bregalnica 

Rice plants and mills 

Kratovo Textile industry,Farming ADK RIK Sileks,Idnina 

Nevestino Farming   

Kustendil Light and processing industry: 

logging, production of shoes, 

knitwear, apparel, toys, 

packaging, alcohol derivatives, 

bread, Printing and canning 

industry. 

Daris, Akeks OOD,Paralel 

OOD 

Table 6 Names of large enterprises 

Source Survey  

Questions 9 and 10 from Annex 1 and Question 1 from Annex 2 are associated with 

the attitudes and responses of respondents about their willingness to participate in joint 

Bulgarian-Macedonian initiatives. 

All respondents answer positively to the question. Each of them is ready to participate 

in partnerships and joint projects under the program for IPA Cross Border Programme 

Bulgaria - FYROM. The respondents’ participation is associated with project 

proposals in various thematic areas. The respondents from IDP demonstrate 

experience in projects management and development. 
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The replies of the respondents to CAWI questionnaire are associated with specific 

justifications for participation in project initiatives, as participations of persons 

irrespective of their affiliation are presented. 

• Contribution to the cross-border fire protection , Municipality of Rankovtse - 

Organisation Euro-Slav  Society Association; 

• Improving quality of live through promotion and development of cultural 

resources of Gotse Delchev and Kratovo region and turn into attractive Art 

Center, Municipality of Kratovo, FYROM - Tourist Fund PIRIN Foundation, 

Republic of Bulgaria; 

• Tourism without borders - Kyustendil Municipality - Municipality of Kriva 

Palanka; 

• Balkan Workshop for Theatre - Dramatic Theatre – Kyustendil- Municipality of 

Stip; 

• Raising the quality of life in the municipalities of Belica, Bulgaria and 

Makedonska Kamenica, FYROM through the preparation of technical 

investment projects for socialy significant buildings - Community centre 

"Georgi Todorov"- Belica, Republic of Bulgaria - Municipality of Makedonska 

Kamenica, FYROM; 

• Cultural Heritage – a Bridge to Joint Future- Municipality of Dupnitsa- 

Municipality of Kriva Palanka; 

• Improvement of Tourist Infrastructure of Boboshevo and Kratovo- Municipality 

of Boboshevo- Association for Protection of Environment, Cultural, Historical 

Sights, and Health-Izvor – Kratovo; 

• The cross-border region Bulgaria – Macedonia - a good place for 

manufacturing of clothes – today and tomorrow - Textile and Clothes Branch 

Organization – Kyustendil- Textile trade association – Stip; 

• Modern Infrastructure – successful business -  Municipality of Kochani- 

Municipality of Rila; 

• Wise utilization of eco resources on the mountains Golak and Vlaina - 

Municipality of Delcevo- Municipality of Blagoevgrad; 



 

 

57 

 

• Cultural Heritage of Our Ancestors – Spiritual Mainstay of Our Common 

European Future - Regional History Museum "Academician Yordan Ivanov" – 

Kyustendil- Municipality of Kriva Palanka. 

Main question that the respondents of sociological research answer is related to the 

attitudes of respondents on the need of a joint office for the development of Osogovo 

border region. 

The respondents support the idea with enthusiasm by answering the questions on the 

model under which this structure should exist. The support two main aspects: 

Different offices to be established on both sides of the border and these offices to 

operate jointly for the economic development of the region;  

A joint office with Bulgarian and Macedonian experts to be established and this office 

to elaborate projects for Osogovo region; 

The joint technical secretariat in Kyustendil of IPA Cross Border Programme Bulgaria 

– FYROM is a good example for an operating structure.  

The priority areas for development of the region vary in a wide range. The respondents 

select sectors: economic development, cultural development aiming at tourism, social 

services, environmental protection and projects associated with this strategic objective. 

An interesting trend registered by the team implementing the survey is the fact that 

despite the long-term operation of the program for cross-border cooperation between 

Bulgaria and Macedonia, the respondents still need information and training for 

implementation of projects and cross-border exchange of best practices. 
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ANNEX 1  

Questionnaire In-depth interviews 

The purpose of this questionnaire is to record the attitudes and opinions of local 

people/ institutions/organizations in Bulgaria and Macedonia regarding the future 

sustainable development of Osogovo border region and the opportunities for cross-

border cooperation in this area. 

The present questionnaire specifies the respondents’ attitude to the current theme 

through questions grouped into two main themes: environmental and socio-economic 

development. 

The aim of the survey is conducting in-depth interviews with relevant reference 

groups. 

Additional information (quantitative and qualitative) should be collected through this 

questionnaire to confirm the current situation and state registered in the expert studies 

carried out, where possible, to complete the them. 

Block I Demographic information 

Identity data about the respondent: 

Sex, age, marital status? 

Labor status. 

Block  II Environment protection 

Opinion about the condition and priorities for environment protection in Osogovo 

region:  

During an informal conversation to be identified WHAT EXACTLU the respondent 

mean by “environment”.  

 

1. How close the respondent is acknowledged/ does he/she have information about 

the status of the environment in the region and are there existing problems and 

challenges?  

2. Are there (what kind) strategic and other documents, studies and projects 

related to the environment in the region?  
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3. Opinion about the advantages/ properties of the environment in the region, 

including comparison with other regions in Bulgaria and Macedonia 

4. Opinion on basic problems / challenges concerning the environment in the 

region, for example:  

• Industrial pollution ….(details/ reasons) 

• Everyday life pollution….(details/ reasons) 

• Global heating and its effect on the region ….(details/ reasons) 

• Insufficiency of drinking water….(details/ reasons) 

• Lack of purifying plant….(details/ reasons) 

• Illegal dung-hills….(details/ reasons) 

• Loss of natural territories/felling ….(details/ reasons) 

• Lack of a large protected territory to ensure protection of values which 

have not been lost yet ….(details/ reasons) 

• Poaching (illegal hunting, fishing ) ….(details/ reasons) 

• Other …………………….. 

Opinion about the most urgent needs in connection with the improvement of the 

environment in the region (including the sites/territories to be directed to), for 

example:  

Construction of a modern dung-hill ….(details/ reasons) 

Removal of illegal dung-hills in the villages ….(details/ reasons) 

Re-cultivation of areas related to mining, water and electric plant, others? ….(details/ 

reasons) 

Anti-erosion measures мерки….(details/ reasons) 

Forestation….(details/ reasons) 

Separate waste collection and treatment  ….(details/ reasons) 

Announcement of a larger protected area and other similar ….(details/ reasons) 

Introduction of measures for energy efficiency in the public and housing building fund 

….(details/ reasons) 
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Giving information to the population, education for young people about environment 

….(details/ reasons) 

Others ……………………… 

Block II Socio-economic development of Osogovo region  

Opinion about the current situation and priorities for socio-economic development of 

Osogovo region:  

1. Main sources of incomes for the population  

2. Main (structure exterminating) sectors of economics, if possible with detailed 

information about companies and volumes  

3. Are there any (what) strategic and other documents, studies and projects related 

to the development of the region, including territorial planning?  

4. Opinion about the advantages of Osogovo region in terms of socio and 

economic development, including comparison with other regions in Bulgaria 

and Macedonia  

5. Opinion about the main problems/challenges, concerning the development of 

the region, for example:  

• Lack of places of work ….(details/ reasons) 

• Lack of stable business initiatives except for the most popular services 

(places for catering and entertainment and other similar ones) ….(details/ 

reasons) 

• Lack of qualified experts….(details/ reasons) 

• Lack of new initiatives ….(details/ reasons) 

• Low standard of living for the population ….(details/ reasons) 

• Great dissonance between villages and towns ….(details/ reasons) 

• Bad condition of the common infrastructure ….(details/ reasons) 

• Superiority of big and external economic interests before the local ones 

….(details/ reasons) 

• Insufficient sites of common and specialized infrastructure, for example 

tourism development ….(details/ reasons) 

• Insufficient advertising of the region for tourism and etc???  
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• Other ………………………… 

6. Opinion about the most urgent needs related to the socio-economic 

development of the region, for example:  

• Improvement of the living environment for the population ….(details/ 

reasons) 

• Improvement of public services for the population – public health 

services, education, social services and others ….(details/ reasons) 

• Development of social relationships: management, safety, civil activity, 

partnerships ….(details/ reasons) 

• Reconstruction and modernization of sites of importance for the local 

community, including improvement of the building fund ….(details/ 

reasons) 

• Development of sport infrastructure ….(details/ reasons) 

• Renewal/conservation of sites from the cultural and historical heritage 

and which sites ….(details/ reasons) 

• Schemes for encouragement of small business ….(details/ reasons) 

• Training, education, qualification ….(details/ reasons) 

• Special initiatives for investments attracting ….(details/ reasons) 

• Common vision for sustainable development of the region ….(details/ 

reasons) 

• Determination of priority sectors for near and further future and which 

sectors ….(details/ reasons) 

• Possibilities for financial support ….(details/ reasons) 

• Development/production of local products and services  

• Establishment of a brand/certificate for sustainable development/pure 

production/services??? 

• Other  ………………………….. 

7. Would you participate in partnerships for joint implementation of projects 

between Bulgarian and Macedonian partners for sustainable economic 

development of Osogovo region?  

8. If yes, what kind of projects and in what circumstances?  
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9. Is there a need of joint administration that will work for sustainable 

development of the environment in both trans-border Osogovo regions? 
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ANNEX 2  

Questionnaire Computer Assisted Web Interviews 

Demographic data: 

1. Sex, age, marital status, labor status  

2. Would you participate in partnerships for joint implementation of projects 

between Bulgarian and Macedonian partners for sustainable economic 

development of Osogovo region?  

If your answer is positive in what circumstances and what kind of projects would you 

realize together?   

3. What else would you recommend for improvement of cooperation/joint work 

towards sustainable development of Osogovo region?  

Add an additional description of the question (non-obligatory) 

4. What are the advantages of trans-border Osogovo region according to you? 

What are the most valuable natural and historical facts?  

5. Please, describe your proposals for projects (investments related to a specific 

site or territory; investments related to sustainable economic development – 

trainings, qualification, partnership), corresponding to some priority fields for 

development of the region.  

Please, indicate specific projects! 

6. In your opinion which cultural and historical sites have to be reconstructed and 

renewed for development of the region ?  

You can point out your proposals with specific sites. 

7. In your opinion where priority measures should be directed for renewal of the 

territories for economic development?  

8. What are the main priorities for future development of Osogovo region 

according to you.  

Set in order depending on the importance in your opinion!  

9. Please, indicate a specific territory with significant potential for development of 

the region?  

Indicate where the territory is situated – part of the region – describe its potentials. Are 

the constructed sites on the territory of Osogovo region enough in your opinion?  
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Add an additional description of the question (non-obligatory) 

10. What is the status of the different elements of the environment? 

11. Add an additional description of the question (non-obligatory) 

12. Where in your opinion should be given priority to efforts directed to 

improvement of the condition of the environment?  

Add an additional description of the question (non-obligatory) 

13. How do you assess the development in the region compared to other regions in 

Bulgaria? 

14. What are the disadvantages of Osogovo region? What are the main problems in 

its development? 

15. What are the leading priorities for development of the region? 
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ANNEX 3  

Data of respondents - In-depth interviews 

 

Demographic data of respondents
 
- In-depth interviews 

R Age Gender 
Marital 
status Unemploy Employ Retire 

1 21 Man Single   1   

2 25 Man Single   1   

3 26 Man Single   1   

4 27 Man Single   1   

5 27 Man Single   1   

6 27 Female Married   1   

7 28 Female Single   1   

8 29 Man Single   1   

9 29 Female Married   1   

10 29 Female Married   1   

11 30 Female Married   1   

12 31 Man Single   1   

13 31 Female Married   1   

14 32 Female Single   1   

15 34 Man Married   1   

16 35 Man Single   1   

17 35 Man Married   1   

18 35 Female Single   1   

19 37 Man Married   1   

20 38 Female Married   1   

21 39 Female Single   1   

22 40 Man Married   1   

23 40 Female Married   1   

24 41 Man Married   1   

25 41 Female Married 1 0   

26 42 Man Married   1   

27 42 Man Married   1   

28 42 Female Married   1   

29 43 Female Single   1   

30 44 Female Married   1   

31 44 Female Married   1   

32 45 Man Married   1   

33 45 Man Married   1   

34 45 Man Married   1   

35 45 Man Married 1     

36 45 Female Married 1     

37 48 Man Married   1   

38 49 Man Married   1   

39 51 Man Married   1   

40 51 Female Married   1   
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41 54 Man Married   1   

42 54 Female Married   1   

43 55 Female Married   1   

44 56 Man Married   1   

45 56 Man Married   1   

46 56 Female Single   1   

47 56 Female Married   1   

48 58 Man Married   1   

49 66 Man Married     1 

50 68 Man Married     1 

Total 50 50 50 3 47 2 

11,202   ,454 0,000 ,204 0,000 

47   1 0 1 0 

Table 7 Demographic data of respondents - In-depth interviews 
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ANNEX 4  

Data of respondents -CAWI  
Case Summaries -  Demographic data of respondents - СAWI 

 R Age Unemploy Employ Retire 
Marital 
status Gender 

1 28   1   Single Man 

2 46   1   Married Female 

3 57   1       

4 24   1   Single   

5 35 1       Female 

6 29 1     Single   

7 27 1       Female 

8 48       Married Female 

9 37   1   Married Man 

10 31   1   Single Man 

11 31   1   Married Female 

12 32   1   Single Female 

13 34   1   Married Man 

14 35   1   Single Man 

15 35   1   Married Man 

16 35   1   Single Female 

17 37   1   Married Man 

18 38   1   Married Female 

19 39       Single Female 

20 56       Married Man 

21 48       Married Man 

22 48       Married Female 

23 64   1   Married   

24 43       Married Female 

25 57       Married   

26 53       Married Female 

27 61   1   Married   

28 37       Married Female 

29 24       Married Female 

30 45   1   Married Man 

31 45   1   Married Man 

32 45 1     Married Man 

33 45 1     Married Female 

34 48   1   Married Man 

35 49   1   Married Man 

36 51   1   Married Man 

37 51   1   Married Female 

38 26       Single   

39 37           

40 56       Married Female 

41 63           

42 48           

43 29       Single Female 

44 35           

45 51       Married   

46 48         Female 

47 39       Single   

48 47           

49 54   1   Married Man 

50 54   1   Married Female 

51 55   1   Married Female 

52 56   1   Married Man 

53 56   1   Married Man 

54 56   1   Single Female 

55 56   1   Married Female 

56 58   1   Married Man 
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57 66     1 Married Man 

58 68     1 Married Man 

59 40   1   Married Man 

60 40   1   Married Female 

61 41   1   Married Man 

62 41 1 0   Married Female 

63 42   1   Married Man 

64 42   1   Married Man 

65 42   1   Married Female 

66 43   1   Single Female 

67 44   1   Married Female 

68 44   1   Married Female 

69 45   1   Married Man 

70 21   1   Single Man 

71 25   1   Single Man 

72 26   1   Single Man 

73 27   1   Single Man 

74 27   1   Single Man 

75 27   1   Married Female 

76 28   1   Single Female 

77 29   1   Single Man 

78 29   1   Married Female 

79 29   1   Married Female 

80 30   1   Married Female 

81 20       Single Man 

82 19       Single Man 

83 59       Married Man 

84 63   1   Married Man 

85 40       Married Man 

86 33       Single   

87 58       Married Man 

88 57       Single Female 

89 34       Single   

90 22       Single   

91 43         Man 

92 55         Female 

93 48           

94 63       Married Female 

95 47       Married   

96 35           

97 49           

98 38         Female 

99 66     1 Married   

100 37       Single   

Total 4254   41   2738 2605 

49   0   0   

Table 8 Case Summaries -  Demographic data of respondents – СAWI 

Sourse Survey 

Gender  Cawi Number of  respondents  IDP number of respondents 

Man 36 24 

Female 37 26 

Missing information 48 0 

Total 121 50 
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Table 9 Gender of respondents 

 

Table 10 Age category of respondents 

Sourse Survey 

Age category  Cawi Number of  respondents  IDP number of respondents 

18-26   9 2 

26-35 23 13 

36-45  28 20 

46-55  19 10 

56-65  17 3 

65+ 3 2 

 

Table 11 Working status of respondents 

Sourse Survey 

 

Working status 

 
 Cawi percent of  respondents  IDP percent  of respondents Total  

Unemploy 47 12 59 

Employ 45,5 53 57 

Retire 4,2 8 12,2 

Missing data 15 0 15 

Total 100 100 100 

 

  Percent Percent   
Valid 

Percent 
Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Single 38 19,9   23,9 23,9 

Married 42 63,3   76,1 100,0 

Total 100 83,2   100,0 100 

Missing System 0 16,8       

Total 100,0 100,0       

 

 

 

 

 

Table 12 Schools, class sections, students by sex, by municipalities, (regular primary and lower secondary 

schools) 

Sourse Survey 

 



 

 

70 

 

Schools, class sections, students by sex, by municipalities, (regular primary 

and lower secondary schools) 

  

Schools class sections Total Female 

Kochani 10 171 2990 1431 
Kriva Palanka 14 100 1721 825 
Probishtip 7 59 1109 556 
Kratovo 11 45 646 296 
Makedonska 

Kamenica 5 41 636 304 
Delchevo 9 94 1264 638 
Rankovce 5 26 323 153 
Cheshinovo- 

Obleshevo 10 46 489 225 
Kustendil 12 159 3483 1636 
Nevestino 1 8 156 70 
Total    84    749   12 817   6 134 

 

Table 13  All schools,class sections,students by municipalities Sourse Survey 

 

All schools,class sections,students by municipalities 

  Schools Class sec-tions 
Students 

total females 

Delchevo    10    119   1 752    914 

Kochani    12    244   4 582   2 180 

Kratovo    12    59    916    431 

Kriva Palanka    15    134   2 503   1 161 

Makedonska 

Kamenica 

   6    53    851    433 

Probishtip    8    81   1 538    752 

Kustendil    21    195   4 353   2 106 

Nevestino    1    8    156    70 

Rankovce 5 26 323 153 
Cheshinovo- 

Obleshevo    10    46    489    225 
Total    102   1 038   20 948   9 174 

      

 

    
Table 14  Number of children in Kindergartens  

 

Number of children in 

Kindergartens 

   
Kustendil 

1 646 

   39 

   Delchevo 
230 

   Kratovo 124 

   Kriva palanka 
323 
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Kochani 
666 

   Macedonska 

Kamenica 128 

   Probishtip 
341 

   Rankovce 
16 

   Chesinovo - Obleshevo 
26 

   Total 1893 

    

Table 15  Active business entities by size, by municipalities  

Sourse Survey 

Active business entities by size, by municipalities 

  2014 

  Micro Small Medium Large Total 

Delchevo 371 127 3 0 501 

Kochani 988 357 13 3 1361 

Kratovo 173 68 2 1 244 

Kriva palanka 400 105 4 0 509 

Makedonska Kamenica 147 41 0 1 189 

Probishtip 315 98 3 2 418 

Rankovce 32 16 1 0 49 

Chesinovo-Obleshevo 106 42 2 0 150 

Kustendil 2304 117 33 3 2457 

Nevestino 35 9 0 0 44 

Total 4871 980 61 10 5922 

Source: SSO Macedonia 

Source: NSI Bulgaria 

 

Table 16 Respondents opinion 

Sourse Survey 
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NNEX 5 
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ANNEX 5  

Random sample of interviews with respondents  

R 27  

MED  have worked mainly on projects Osogovo: 

• Osogovo protected area 

• Osogovo protected territory through MED with Bulgarian partners 

Unfortunately, there are not any written strategic documents from these two projects. 

There is a project documentation, but not official one to be used out of the project 

objectives. These projects are initiative to be addressed to Osogovo region like 

protected area and to be separated European green zone for protected territories which 

will cover and bigger ones. There were many meetings, workshops, consultations 

around the regulatory. This is not a sided process. This cover different institutions. 

Unfortunately it ended here. They have good material which is analyzed but there are 

not any official documents. Or at least, I’m not familiar with. The mayors of the 

municipalities don’t accept it. There is a huge load of work done.  

Do you have any protected sites: natural and cultural in the municipality, do you 

feel that need them?  

We have in the course of the procedure. But officially, we don’t have protected areas 

and sites yet. Such example is Radkova skala. It is given as a protected site more than 

a year now and we look forward to its formal designation as a protected site. 

At the municipal level everything has been proposed and there was good initiative for 

protected territory. But we can not agree with such activities as a municipality yet. 

Do you have any protected natural sites?  

We have natural phenomenon but also round out that we do not have documents to it.  

Irena Probishtip: We, compared to this classification, do not have such sites. We 

promote it alone easy as a municipal administration. There are not any national and 

others documents for it. We tried through the Ministry of environment but if done 
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protected territory, we can not do anything in this area. We can not develop the 

tourism.  

Radkova skala and Lesnovo can be landmarks, national park and protected territory. 

But mainly this is not municipality’s obligation and it is outside its competence. The 

municipality can be a mover of such acts. The country is the one that decides, grade 

and judge the need of creation of such protected sites. The country  decides whether 

the object that is being proposed by the municipality or by a non-profit organization 

must be protected and rule.  

There is a MED’s initiative for defining Osogovo as a protected area. MED are 

engaged as consultants from the Ministry of Environment’s side. This organization 

gets money by consulting municipalities and apply some gaps as their analysis are 

contrary to the interests of local mayors and municipalities. The municipalities are 

strongly opposed. MED takes some places, regions to be made protected areas of 

entire regions. 

The whole Osogovo can not be protected territory. That is why as protected are given 

specific ones. Radkova skala. But there were negatives. For the territory of Radkova 

skala  from a particular location to another, it can not and should not do anything in 

this zone. And there actually in the Ministry of Economy are given concessions for the 

construction of mini HPP. On the same site there is a mine and private forests. It is not 

possible to come in 2013 and said that the work there should be chosen. And mayors 

who were originally for the protected nature, I attended a meeting between them, but 

should be reduced territories is not such a huge range of the protected area to be only 

this territory, not miles, miles, so the idea was left to background. For Radkova skala 

we have issued brochures.  

We don not have the official documents.  

Lesnovo, which you are going to attend, is a volcanic crater. As a procedure for 

protected territory are possible to be offered Radkova skala and Lesnovo. But rather 

we would like them to be registered as natural monuments, national park, protected 

area.  
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The initiative for protected territory can be from everyone. Citizen, non-profit 

organization or municipality. We can only participate in consultations. We do not have 

any influence on those decisions. 

For example, a protected area Osogovo in which I think are seven municipalities: 

Macedonian Kamenica, Kratovo ...... the initiative is expected to be from the mayors 

of those municipalities. But they could not rally around this initiative, because there 

were quite unspecified things that prevent such a decision and support the process for a 

proposal by the mayors of Osogovo as a protected zone. Not knowing who will 

manage the process, who will finance this protected zone. There were many elements 

that had not been established. MED throughout assisted mayors to give a proposal to 

the state. 

For Radkova skala, the Ministry of Economics has given concessions for the mini 

HPP. The territory has private forests.  

Radkova skala is a specific rock phenomenon where some kinds of animals live. There 

was a white-head eagle. There are also extinct species that no longer exist. 

There is a road to Radkova skala. Project proposal of the municipality is to be 

asphalted the road  and make paths there. Currently, the condition is a dirt road. It is 

accessible by car. 

Protected areas:  

Radkova skala – rock phenomenon  

What do you understand by Environment: 

everything; animals, people, fauna, Sun, ecology. 

Do you have any documents for Environmental protection?  

We have. LEAP, Plan and program for waste management plan and program for 

energy efficiency. 

What is the status of the management of waste pollution? 



 

 

76 

 

We are currently working on a regional project. We as a region – East-planned region 

of Macedonia are among the first in Macedonia, who work on a project of the 

European Union with Bulgarian and Greek consultants who worked on the 

development of analysis and research for regional development. There are certain 

buildings and sites for financing with quantitative – value account. These data of 

meetings between mayors are being analyzed  to be selected the option that is most 

effective for everyone. We are now at the stage of production. That compared to other 

Macedonian municipalities shows that we are ahead. There were surveys and selection 

of environmental pollutants from the waste. A project selection of waste has been 

made by Slovenian experts. In this area we have real results. 

Are there any unregulated dumpsites?  

We have such. They will be reclaimed and closed by all municipalities which are 

covered by East planning region of Macedonia. 

Garbage collection: 

All the municipalities have dumps which function as such. Now the problem is that the 

old dumps have to close and to make one big regional landfill, modern and consistent 

with the requirements. It is better to proceed to separate collection. 

The landfills in the municipalities are not by the standards and requirements for such.   

Are there any companies in the region which to proceed the waste, which will be 

collected apart?  

There are companies for plastic in Shtip and Strumica. But they only collect waste 

without processing it. 

There are in Shtip, for collecting waste, but they are not for processing it. Here in 

Probishtip there are companies for waste collecting but not for processing it. At the 

regional level there is in Shtip. But for waste processing, we still have no capacity in 

Probishtip. 

At what stage is the energy efficiency in the municipality? 
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We have a plan for energy efficiency. More of the streetlights in town are replaced, 

unlikely to villages. 

We have given concessions for mini HPP on the river, as some of them are already 

working. 

I think in this area we are also ahead of other municipalities. Municipal project 

replaces the old streetlights with new energy efficient. 70-80% has already been 

replaced with street lighting. We have completed projects in schools for replacement 

of windows and insulation of buildings. In the implementation phase we designed a 

project for the park too. We  put solar collectors there. Everything planned so far is in 

the implementation phase! 

As a municipality we have issued a state-level permits for mini hydropower plants to 

produce electrical energy to Zlatovska reka. 

How would you access the condition of the environment on the whole? 

We have problems. We have unregulated dumpsites, mines, factory batteries. We need 

a recultivation of an old landfill, but it is a state policy and our turn has not come yet. 

Japanese company had made analyses of environmental rules for the project for the 

construction of mini HPP, to build hydro plants for their construction. Japanese firm 

was a consultant and had made analysis of the environmental situation of the 

municipality of  Probishtip. The results are used only and specifically for those 

purposes. The results are not used from the other sectors: farming, etc., or municipal 

needs. The results can be used by the contracting company, which had paid for the 

study.  

In the 70’s we had an accident, expiry of waste from the mining in the water. This is 

our painful spot. We have an old landfill which is not rehabilitated and is close to the 

city. There are projects, project documentation, the cost of the project is 5 millions 

euro. The country should do reclamation of old landfills. As a city where we live – we 

are in a bad situation. There were studies from JAYK – Japanese company, project of 

the Japanese government which ascertainment very bad results. There is a private 



 

 

78 

 

polluting of soil and water, but there is natural pollution also. These are not official 

statistics but they are on project for the construction of mini-hydropower plants. 

Most of the documents on environmental pollution are in the office of the East 

Planning Region. There are studies to be used the results of the projects. They cover 

all the 11 municipalities that are interested in Osogovo to develop.  

From your point of view, which is the most urgent thing to be done in Osogovo: 

There are not made pre-project studies to draw conclusions from all municipalities in 

Osogovo to reach the construction of a tourist information center.  

This is particularly important for me. The infrastructure to be build, concrete projects 

to be made. But the problem is that before this we should think about the management. 

Whether such an initiative will be sustainable and self-supporting? Will the country 

pay the cost of the  maintenance? This raises questions: who will be responsible for 

such a structure? Will the country pay the cost of the maintenance? Will it be the 

municipality? Or will it be private property?  

Who should decide this problem?  

The municipalities of Probishtip, Kochani, East-Planning Region of Macedonia and 

the country decide for Ponikva. The state gives the two municipalities 1 million euro 

for ski equipment: ski cannons. There should be formed an enterprise which to be 

supported by both municipalities to make the ski slopes. But this is just the beginning. 

There is no hotel. No sewerage and water supply. The municipality sells plots. They 

have to invest money to bring the infrastructure. The tracks are short now. There are 

only 3 tracks of 500 meters. No ski lifts. At the moment, a big project is being made 

from the office of the East-Planning Region where the consulting company is 

Bulgarian and there is a project for new ski lift. The project includes the municipalities 

of Probishtip, Kochani and Kriva palanka.  According to a research these 

municipalities are the best for development of ski tourism. But it is not like in Bansko 

because there are no conditions yet. The lift must function in summer also for families 

who went for a walk. We are currently working on this project, which includes 

construction of hotels on long slopes and lifts. The project had been won by the 
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architect of Sofia through the office of East-Planning Region. The same people made 

the plan of Bansko in Bulgaria. Kriva palanka is involved in the project, although it is 

in North-East Region, because it geographically fall into the Osogovo Region. From 

the side of municipalities’ administrations and from the office of East-Planning Region 

had been selected representatives who do workshops and work on the project. So in 

Bansko, environmentalists are against the construction of slopes. But if you ask the 

mayors, they are determined to build new tracks and lifts. Environmentalists and 

inventors are always in conflict. You have problem on Pirin Golf. 

We have a project for the Bregalnica River, funded by the Swiss Embassy and the 

European Union, the river to be protected territory. The mayors went in Pirin Golf 

where is a huge ecological problem. An investment of 5 million euro but there is a 

territory with trees, which could not be cut. From now on this investment has fallen. 

The problem is big. The investor cannot invest in this area.  

 Is there a water pollution?  

According to a project from Slovenian company out water show best results for 

consummation. Our water comes from the mountain. We have an investment of 

10 000 000, there was made dam Knyadzhevo. There is a problem only that the water 

is muddy. When there are heavy rains, the water comes muddy. 

Do you have a treatment plant for drinking water? 

Yes, we have but it is not modern. Our water comes from the river. There must be a 

project for water drill and water precipitation. A wastewater treatment plant must 

operate when there is water pollution. Our WWTP has filters but they are very 

sensitive. The state water company has a problem with the management of this 

process. When their electricity stops, we do not have water in the city. They have a big 

agricultural producer who has a concession on the water for 6,000 euro and in the 

summer to irrigate the fields. As a result of that we have no drinking water. The water 

company should not give water in this way, it is water for drinking not for irrigation. 

The problem should be solved generally.  
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The factory has filtering system but when the water is too muddy they turn off. There 

are opportunities through projects funded by Japan to set up systems which to be 

qualitative. Slovenia invested 500,000 euro to build the dam.  

Is there an illegal logging?   

It is not in our competence, but as a citizenship, I think there is no such problem for 

Probishtip. There is logging but it is controlled. The fines are very high and that stops 

the people. We do not have many forests and developed wood industries. In Bulgaria 

there are more opportunities. In Germany, for example, people are not allowed to cut 

trees. Even if they fall, they are left untouched. They are left in the woods to rot. 

What are the communication channels to inform citizens about the state of the 

environment in the municipality? 

It is through the website of the municipality as well as the local media. Furthermore, 

we have a solution of the municipality for each problem to be made a public forum 

regardless its purpose. However, we are a small community and everyone is aware of 

what is happening. We also have private television. We have a project to build a 

foundry, which can pollute the environment. We make gatherings and meetings with 

people. For every project that is expected to pollute, we work from the laboratory of 

environmental protection, which monitors the condition of the main components. We, 

as a municipality collect these institutions for meetings with people: The Ministry of 

Environment, laboratories that make research, also and the local citizens. For each 

project we need permission and opinion of the laboratories. We are forced from the 

law to have the permissions, although we are not willing to.  

We also produce informational materials for the population.  

The local medias are Pro TV and Eco radio, regional medias are TV Iris, Star – they 

are from Shtip Channel + Delchevska TV. We also have municipal informative 

newspaper that comes out every 3 months.  

What is the income? 



 

 

81 

 

Mines, textile factories, car batteries factory, mines for non-metals Stramush and state 

institution. We have private dairies and butchers shops, as well. We have 5-6 

agricultural unions. But all of these are small factories and enterprises.  

Planting is represented by: cereals, cherries.  

Farming: sheeps, 

All of these farmers receive funding from the state. 

Do you have manufacturing industry? 

Yes, we have. Fruts, for instance, are frozen and exported out of Macedonia. There are 

small firms, which are packing mushrooms and hurbs. 

Investments 

All of these projects are implemented by local entrepreneur. Agriculture and 

manufacturing industry are developing over the last 5 years. While earlier the 

population was mainly involved in mining – Zletovo mines, over 2000 people, now the 

population is mainly involved with other activities and jobs. The mines are privatize 

and it is named – “Indo metals and minerals”, as it is privatized by Indians. The mines 

are now paying low wages. The investor had not invest money in equipment, rather he 

is exploiting the manpower. There is no development in the mine industry.  

Factory Vesna SAP for car batteries has a Slovenian participation. A few year ago 

there were 1500 employees, while there are 100 – 200 employees right now.  

The difference is huge. A few years ago there were mines with 2000 employees and 

workers and car batteries` factory with 1500 employees and all of them were earning 

big salaries. Now there are no jobs. We lost the younger part of the population.  

Demographical situation 

We are facing the same issues as every country. We are lacking the younger part of the 

population. Higher school graduates, prefer to stay in Skopje. As there are no job 

openings here, they prefer to leave the municipality.  
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Employees’ qualification 

Since recently, we were proud with our qualified personnel, but right now we are 

facing a problem. It is interesting, that we do not have IT-oriented firms, as well as 

design office. We have two construction companies, which are with insufficient size. 

These are new fields, in which the younger ones can work. Most of them are studying 

electronics, in order to work in the battery factory. Having technology oriented 

education is a trend right now, but people prefer to stay in Skopie, instead of coming 

back.  In the past, technology oriented fields were chosen by no more than 3 people, 

while the rest were choosing social and humanitarian fields. Right now everybody 

want to study computer science.  

In Prodishtip, for instance, we do not have the needed conditions to provide jobs for 

computer science, construction and technology oriented bachelors.  

Advantages over the other municipalities.  

We have a lot of unused industrial capacity, which can be used by future investors. 

The infrastructure is built. The work power is cheap and qualified. At the moment, the 

road Shtip – Skopie is being built. We have a railroad transportation. An investor is 

expected to fund a foundry for 15 million euro and to open 300 new job positions. 

Such an investment will bring all the engineers and their families from Skopie, back 

here. This is a foreign investment with a lot of positive sides. Until this invest is made, 

poll cards for the environmental pollution, are being made. This is heavy industry, as 

well as the battery factory. We are city, which develop the heavy industry. The new 

factory, will correspond to all ecological requirements. The external investor is from 

Russia. We have been selected as a destination, after analysis and proposal made from 

Bulgaria.  Probishtip had been chosen as a destination for the foundry.  

Differences in the standard in the city and in the village.  

There are differences. We have 37 villages, as only 5 are considered big, the rest have 

population of no more than 500-600 people. The villages are empty. Most of the 

people are living in the cities.  

Are there any touristic sights? 
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We have two hotels and an aqua park. This is the first aqua park in Macedonia. We 

also have churches and monasteries, as well as mineral exposition in the home of 

culture. There are no employees in the mineral exposition in the home of culture. We 

had cooperative project with the mines, to build a museum for rare minerals. The 

project did not succeed and we will proceed to search for a partner in the face of the 

Bulgarian municipalities, to build the museum. 

Are there any promotions or advertisements of the municipality as a touristic 

destination? 

We had advertisement, which was aired in the national television. We, as a 

municipality, cannot afford to advertise on our owns. Municipality of Kochani, along 

with the neighboring ones, had advertise as region and touristic destination, for 

example: 2 days in Kratovo, 2 days in Probishtip, etc. The municipality works on such 

a project.   

Should there be an office, which to coordinate the activities:  

In order to coordinate all of the activities, institution is needed. Such an institution, 

will coordinate all activities in all municipalities.  

I know that Eastern planning region Macedonia has activities, which cover part of the 

things, such as prevention of the environment and economic growth. At the moment, 

as part of Switzerland`s funding, we are working on technical documentation, which 

covers zones of all municipalities in Osogovo, which has a certain brand. We are not 

interested what you can find in Macedonian Kamenitza or Kochani, because we have 

Ponikva, where the infrastructure for ski tourism, should be funded. At the moment, 

we offer weekend package. Municipality of Probishtip sells estates in the whole 

region. We are interested in Osogovo region, development of the ski tourism in 

particular. For Macedonian Kamenitza, I know, that they have Cera, they are building 

churches, but I am not complete informed what is the situation there. I am not 

informed for the Bulgarian side as well. East planning region of Macedonia covers part 

of the Osogovo`s municipalities. For instance, there are successfully completed IPA 
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projects in Kriva palanka.  However, we do not have information for initiatives with 

common purposes. Every municipality protects its own interests.  

I consider the opening of such an office to be a good idea, but I am not sure what will 

be its main purpose. Our main priority is the tourism. When a tourist, visits us, he must 

be able to find vital information, as what is his location, what route should he take, etc. 

We are too underdeveloped to integrate Osogovo and to promote it as touristic 

destination or any other of its development opportunities. At the moment we are 

willing to develop the tourism, but we are facing some obstacles as lack of road, no 

canalization or infrastructure. Such a center must be engaged with projects for 

development of the region. There is no infrastructure. There is no opportunity for 

accommodation of tourists – hotels. There are no big accommodation centers – for 50 

people, for example. We have attractions, but they are no present in the map, and no 

one knows about them. That is the situation in Lesovo, as well. There is no 

accommodational center as well. We have accommodational capacity of 12 people, but 

the tour agencies want beds for at least for one bus full of people, approximately 50 

people.   

In 2007 there was an office for regional development of Osogovo in Kochani. There 

was an employee, who was paid by the municipalities, which were involved in the 

initiative. The office operated for about two years, afterward it was unable to continue 

its activities, because of lack of financing. Such an office, must prepare project 

proposal and to carry projects out. 
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R 34 

What does  the  "Environment" mean to you? 

That’s the place where we live, work, and meet our daily needs; where our interests 

are concentrated. It is different than nature and it’s more than nature. That’s the place 

we live. 

What do you know about the state of the environment in the area where you live? 

 I know them very well, due to the fact that I work in a very similar institution. The 

problems  are-the global warming, depopulation, migration of young people out of the 

area; The population here has relatively low standard of living compared to the other 

EU countries.  Limited access to jobs and low wages are also registered. 

There are currently no statistics about resources - deforestation for example is a big 

problem. People do not care about sustainability,  will they last for the next  

generations. There is an unfinished process of a transition. Until 1991, Kriva Palanka 

was a mining village, and also a sawing factory . A  process of decentralization has 

begun since 2006, but is not finished yet.  The land division is not completed.  There is 

an own municipality  budget for education and culture,  the rest is still centralized. 

With regards to tourism, the local population has no idea what revenues can be made 

from it; lack of a national policy and promotion - the municipality is not strong enough 

to do it alone. 

What are the main problems associated with the environment in your area? 

The forest management in Macedonia is in the hands of the State Enterprise 

"Macedonian shumi" it is their duty to solve the problems. The municipality has 

nothing to do with the forests. From last year if you want to pick up wild berries you 

need to have a license to do it via  the state of licenses for use of the berries. The 

people are complaining to the municipality but they can’t do anything. 

There are no plans for the development of mass sports. 
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There is no regional landfill sites for the North-East region and non are planned. Also 

there is no a wastewater treatment facilities. The waste collection at the moment is 

95% but there is only one depot which has to be relocated. In some villages there 

unregulated depots.. 

The main polluter in the area is the "Toranitsa" mine.The water  from there goes  

directly into the river. Over the valley Kriva Palanka there’s  an air corridor, which 

influences the movement of  the air and it’s not a problem for  the pollution from the 

fireplaces in the winter. 

Of course, gasification will solve the problem with the winter pollution; the pipeline is 

2 km. over  the city, but people still use firewood because they have them. 

What are the main values of the environment in your area? 

 The nature and the waters. There are  two rivers crossing along Kriva  Palanka. The 

mountain is suitable for developing the winter tourism. Moreover, here goes corridor 

E8.  It’s near some major cities as  Sofia, Skopje ,  there are two airports too. Ithas got  

rich cultural and historical heritage - there are only 23 types of  traditional old 

costumes, however, they are kept in the   old people’s homes  and the people don’t 

know   much about them. We should not miss and the sacral heritage  especially the 

monastery "St. Joachim Osogovski. 

Which are the most urgent steps that should be done for  the environment in Kriva 

Palanka? 

• A regional depot and wastewater  treatment to be built. 

• The use of solar energy to be introduced, it’s not used much at the moment ,there is  

no equal distribution of the state donations 

Furthermore, there was an  idea to clean the contaminated soil from the mine through 

the planting of roses, but it has not been established. 

What energy efficiency measures are applied in your area? 
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The municipality has provision for the usage of solar energy, but it is not sufficiently 

developed. All state institutions are already supplied with hot water this way. 

Is there a separate collection of waste in your area? 

There are attempts to separate waste collection, but it’s not really working at the 

moment  due to lack of real companies that can  process it. 

How do you inform the people in your area about the state and  the environmental 

issues? 

 The State makes information campaigns. To maximise effect have the penalties for 

pollution and so on.  The municipality site publishes all the activities that it does.about 

the environment. Some other environmental campaigns are organized, for example on 

4
th

.October there is a bicycle race called “Rozova trka” . 

Two schools were declared as  "Eco-schools"; They have received eco-covered flags 

for certain environmental standards. 

Every  year  in the High school in Kriva Palanka a campaign called Trash Fashion 

(Fashion waste) is organised. This is a national campaign contest involving schools 

across the country. The best models are bought by the EU. 

How do you form the incomes of the population in your area? 

The most of them work in the trade department, government offices, leather industry - 

for example  in the production of shoes,  work about 300 employees. 500 people work 

in the mine (Toranitsa); 800 people in sewing enterprises, mostly Turkish. In the 

villages the people pick up  berries, and do a small farming household mostly for their 

needs .  We have to add the people working abroad - mostly in the  construction, but 

also there are people who pick up fruits. 

What’s your opinion about  the  economic advantages of Osogovo ? 

The advantages of the municipality are related to the opportunities for winter sports. 

The mineral water in Kyustendil. Kriva Palanka is back in the overall regional 

development. Kratovo  for example is the oldest city in the Balkans;  there is a lot 
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medieval heritage there. Rankovce municipality is known for its agriculture.It’s an  

industrial area with great opportunities - not for big industry, because there are no such 

conditions,but for small and medium enterprises. Moreover, the area is suitable for 

international investment.  The utilization of rich natural resources is a major 

opportunity for the development of the region. 

Are there any  business initiatives in your area? 

In Kriva Palanka is difficult, the market is small. People prefer to work in the 

administration, there is little accessibility to finances. Do not know entrepreneurship, 

no strategy to it. Development is slow, which means that the results come slowly. 

Another problem is the mental adjustment of the young people. There is “Business” as 

a school subject during the last year of the High school , but it is not enough. In the 

elementary school there is  an initiative in this direction, they study "Innovation", but  

the children who have studied it will be not be able to deal with it after so many years. 

The penalties and licenses are too high, which is not working for the small businesses. 

This determines the fact that the well qualified people go to work  in Skopje or abroad. 

Also  can be added the fact that the people are uninformed about the business 

opportunities and there’s  lack of trained managers. 

Is there a local action group (LAG) in your area? 

Yes, Kriva Palanka, Rankovce municipality and Kratovo, as the center is in Kriva 

Palanka. We are working on it at the moment. In 2016 it is expected  to be opened the 

program “Leader”. For the moment it will be a non-governmental organization.Soon 

the  LIGs will be legitimated more clearly. 

Is there a high  standard of living for the  people who live in Kriva Palanka? 

Actually not. There are many classes in the schools that are closed because the 

children go away. The state provides free education and covers the additional costs 

such as transport so students can study wherever they want, and  the most of them 

choose Skopje. The incomes are not high -  the ordinary workers earn between 120-

150 Euro  as a salary.The Administration workers get around 350 Euro. 
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Is there a difference in the living standards between the people who live in the 

towns and these who are living in the villages? 

Not many.  The older people return to  the villages to make  a room for the young 

people in the city, where they live, and to produce their own food. 

Are there any  foreign investments in your area? 

There are conditions, state policy. If the investor  hires more than 100 workers , he is 

free from taxes. 

What would you say about the development of the tourism in your area? 

There are no lodging facilities, no roads to the places, or if there are any, they are not 

in a good  condition. We have here a hotel "Tourist", from 1971, an old one and needs 

renovation. Of course, you can spend the night in the monastery ("St. Joachim 

Osogovski"). 

How is the situation with the promotion of your area? 

That is the biggest minus of the region.  There is no internet advertising, no reservation 

systems. The municipality tried to organize festivals, but people come, eat, drink and 

go; no other services that  can keep them to stay longer. There is not enough civil 

activity - NGOs are only for projects, not to develop a real business. 

What are the priorities of your area in terms of economic development? 

It is necessary to have local strategies for the agriculture, for keeping  the young 

people for craft industries, for public services. Small and medium enterprises also, for 

the development of  the entrepreneurship. It is also necessary some support schemes to 

be made. Including benefit programs for cross-border cooperation. 

You mentioned the craftsmanship. Are there any  crafts in your area? 

 We have valevitsa (a place where you can wash your carpets and curtains…) there 

was pottery, and forge craft. There are still many people who can practise them , but 

under the new law for apprentices must be paid a minimum of 8,000 denars (150 
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euros) per month, so people do not take apprentices, because they have no steady 

income . That’s why the craft will be lost. 

Are there any released projects  in your area? 

Talking about projects. The municipality has taken 1 million from the World Bank for 

improving water supply. There are two mini-hydropower cascades and a water 

pipeline. In another area of Kriva Palanka there is  a public-private partnership, with 

the participation of the municipality and a private investor. There are civil initiatives 

too. In the last invitations on CBC there are already more projects submitted. The 

municipality is twinned with two municipalities in Bulgaria - Bansko and Dupnitsa, 

and another 7-8 of the European Union. 

What are the  sports conditions  in your area? 

We have a football stadium, multipurpose hall with a stadium. There is no money for 

the  clubs to be developed. There is also a  basketball club but it’s  only for  the 

primary school. 

What is the status of the cultural heritage? 

It is good – there is money for it. 

How does the vision for the development of your area should look like? 

Tourism - ski mountain. Suitable brand for  advertising is "Shopska zemia”(Shopska 

land). 

What is your opinion about  the need for general administration / management 

for the development of Osogovo as one single area? 

Yes there is, but there is no way  to equal the  standards because Bulgaria  is in the 

European Union, and we are  not. 
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R40  

The Center for Sustainable Development works from 2003. It completed over 50 

projects with funding from various sources. The latest project is called "Rock the 

borders" and is aimed at young people. The organization works in the field of tourism, 

culture , history, ecology , energy efficiency, youth and education. 

What is the  "Environment" for you? 

 The definition of environment includes everything around us, and the place where the 

man lives, economy, resources, climate. 

 Have you got  information about  the state of the environment in your area? 

We have information about the Natural Resources - generally what there is in the 

mountain. We have interesting villages, picnic areas ,  our rocks are very interesting. 

There is information in general. The infrastructure to the sites is incomplete and the 

access to it is difficult. We talk about the natural, cultural and historical sites. They are 

not in acceptable condition to be visited. The local people may know the values of the 

nature, but they are not aware of the economic resources. 

A big  problem is that people want a very quick profit. Kratovo has a rich history, 

many events, but the excavations have been sent abroad. This is the second oldest city 

on the Balkans. 

What are the advantages of the environment in your area? 

Another advantage is Kuklitsite, Tsotsev Kamen  and the dam Zletovica. Healthy food 

in the mountains. Protected area "Plate" - there lives an endemic species that is found 

only here and in Portugal, called "Villas rakche." There are old ore deposits that could 

become  a tourist attraction, including  the gold mining area. All Kratovo lies on an 

underground system of tunnels that had been  connecting the towers at some point in 

the past. The only place where you can see some of these tunnels now is the restaurant 

"Alexandria". 

And what are the main environmental problems in your area? 
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The problem is The Mine "Toranitsa", which is the main polluter of The River Kriva, 

which springs from Palanka.The landfill with solid waste is also a problem. The faeces 

and the wastewater treatment too. There is a need of a new water supply, but  the water 

is private. The owner also has an enterprise  for bottling water - he is also the owner of 

hotel "Kratets." 

Are there any protected sites  in your area? 

We  should mention  the both pines  that were planted 6 centuries ago by German 

prisoners in Kratovo and now are  protected natural sites under the name "Karshi 

bavchi."  Kuklitsite  and the place called “Plotcha” are also protected.  The Old town 

of Kratovo was also protected by a special law  5-6 months ago. 

Which are the priorities of Kratovo in terms of the environment? 

Additional infrastructure, more roads ,  attention should be paid  to the environment 

and especially to the culture of the population, including not to throw waste into rivers. 

It is necessary  all the old houses in Kratovo to be protected, including these ones that 

are abandoned. Neither the state nor the municipality have a policy or general strategy 

for the conservation of the cultural heritage. They don’t give money, and just  restrict 

people. Currently, the municipality has no financial power to fix the things. 

 Agriculture and the livestock should be developed, as well as the settlement of the 

tourist sites. 

What is the main occupation of the people in your area? 

Main occupation is agriculture and livestock for personal use, public administration 

and state-owned companies, tailoring industry. There is an Italian shoe factory tolling, 

less trade and services. There is a major owner of various sites and companies in the 

region (incl. Hotel "Kratets"  factory for zippers, media) – a lot of  local people work 

there. 

There are people who travel every day to Kumanovo and Skopje to work. Others rely 

on social benefits and  the pensions of their parents. Many people work abroad and in  

the mountain villages there are only  adults left. 
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What are the advantages of the region in economic terms? 

 The North-West  region of Macedonia is the most underdeveloped in the country, but 

the advantage is the proximity of two boundaries and two checkpoints - with Bulgaria 

and Serbia. The corridor E8 and the  pipeline that passes nearby are also advantages. If 

the  long-planned railway line will be built ,the  opportunities throughout the region 

will increase. 

If Osogovo develops as a single region, the opportunities are bigger. It is necessary to 

develop local agriculture and the production of local products and food , the 

processing of the wild berries and other non-timber products. The benefit  will be very 

big if there is  a common strategy for the development of Osogovo as a region. 

Is there a problem with the people that are qualified in the area? 

We have only three tourist guides with a license and  one without a license. The main 

leader for tourism in Kratovo is the owner of the  Shencheva  House - Stevce 

Donevski, who is also a member of the movement ‘Slow Food.” He  promotes 

Kratovo, there are publications in the “Western Balkans” and various other magazines, 

works with tour operators from Britain, Germany, etc . There are 3-4 groups that come 

every month, including  tourists from Australia. Sometimes they stay  in Shenchevata 

house for the night  or in the hotel ("Kratets"), which was renovated in 2013 and now 

organizes seminars. Stevce has its own association - Centre for Rock Art , which 

maintains a small information center near the municipality of Kratovo. It would be a  

great help for  Stevce if he  has partners in Kriva Palanka or Kocani, or even in  

Bulgaria so they can work in a network. 

There was a state project for community development through culture in 2005, since 

then something had been done   for Kratovo. With the Project issued some  

promotional materials advertised are Kuklitsi and Tsotsev Kamen were made ,  1-2 old 

houses were repaired ,  some   billboards were placed and so on.  

To have well qualified workers we need much training and  practical and technical 

assistance. For example, if the EU gives money for agriculture,  the most of the  

people do not even have computers, so they can’t write projects -  mentoring is 
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necessary. Also  is needed information campaigns among  the people to know about 

the possibilities of the region and with the resources actually available. 

  Is there a need of a general administration / management body for the 

development of Osogovo as one single region? 

Yes, it is better to include representatives of all sectors as a social enterprise. To care 

for the common ideas and common development. Maybe two different agencies in 

both countries to comply with various laws. 

It may be total cross-border body with two offices in Bulgaria and Macedonia, but 

have a common committee. Municipalities participate on a rotating basis. 

It may be total cross-border body with two offices in Bulgaria and Macedonia, but to 

have a common committee.  The two Municipalities should participate on a rotation 

basis. With the municipalities it  should be careful, because on  one site it should not  

interfere in regional development policy, but on  the other site  without the  

municipalities  we can not achieve sustainable development.  A seminar can be 

organized and the parameters should be agreed. In two offices on both sides of the 

border there are people with authority that could mitigate individual interests and not 

to allow municipalities to dictate the terms alone.   Business representatives should be 

included. 

What do you think are the priorities for socio-economic development of your 

region? 

It is necessary to define a strategic framework for work; to have a common strategy for 

Osogovo, with detailed analysis for at least five years, based on which to seek funds 

and promote the area. 

Which would be the most urgent measures for the development of Kratovo? 

The most urgent are the roads. Energy efficiency also, but this is a problem because it 

is not financed by the state, with the law on cultural and historical monuments, local 

people won’t be able to make changes in their homes. A reconstruction of old sites is 

needed, especially for the abandoned ones. 

An urban plan is needed. There is money for it, but  it can not be accomplished, for 

example , to make a detailed one  for the municipality because General plan wasn’t 



 

 

95 

 

accepted at the country level. It wasn’t   accepted because of the route of the railway 

line, which is planned for so many years through Kriva Palanka to Kyustendil, but 

nothing has been done. 

It is necessary the medieval towers to be renovated. Two of them are open, the third 

one is being worked on, but they are more. Old houses need to be preserved, the 

location of the market to be developed. The strategy is good to incorporate the 

establishment of the Center for Youth Development. 

Are there enough facilities for sport in the municipality? 

There are playgrounds but they are not being used much. There is a Olympic sized 

swimming pool and a tennis court. They are managed by an NGO, which is a sports 

club. They do not have enough money, that’s why many things are missing like 

inventory, but they are full with enthusiasm. 

How would you rate the level of development of entrepreneurship in your area? 

There aren’t NY small and medium enterprises in the municipality. The most are shops 

and restaurants. 

Are there still any crafts in your area? 

Packsaddle, shoemaking, blacksmithing, bakery, and levelitsa (guttering for houses) to 

name a few. 

 There was a pottery, but it’s fading. Otherwise, the houses have looms and equipment 

for the production of homemade brandy. 

The Ministry of the Environment has many projects for declaring protected areas and 

faster development of the regions of cultural and social aspect. The ministry also has 

strategic documents for different sites, for example. for Kuklitsi. 

There was one NGO Probishtip - which had made it feasible to study for the 

development of the region, as well as an educational card. 

What are the advantages of the environment in your area? 

Osogovo is  a geological sanctuary. There are many rock formations. There are old 

mines of Shlezite and Sassi, for example in Gorno Kratovo. There were old caravan 

links with Sofia. It should be used and the legend of the four monasteries - Osogovski, 

Lesnovski, Rila and Pchinski. 
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 What are the main environmental problems in your area? 

 There are not many environmental projects. There must be a tourist map, including 

one for the schools. There is no industry in the eastern part of the mountain, Palanka 

and Kratovo , so there is no contamination. In Kratovo there are two drinking water 

supply, both neighbourhoods Zletovica drink from the lake and the so called . Ladna 

voda (the water produced there) comes from Nezhilovo (near  Bukovec), it is a better 

quality. 

In  Zheleznitsa there is a depot for solid waste, also a project for a new regional 

landfill that is more modern  and is for  Palanka Nagorichane, Kratovo and Kumanovo, 

which will be built in Nagorichane. There are dumpsites, which must be removed. 

Are there any protected areas in your area? 

Around the Zlatovska river. 

Have you got a problem with the illegal logging and poaching? 

Hunting is permitted between Kratovo and Kocani. Forests are felled with permission 

from the state, and parallel there is afforestation (planting of new trees). 

What are the priorities in terms of the environment in your area? 

Cards have to be printed and websites have to be made. The protected areas might be 

increased; the municipality can submit a proposal to the Ministry of the Environment 

and it declares them.  It would be good if their borders are along the rivers. 

Local people do not read and are not very interested in the environmental issues. In the 

schools there aren’t any educational camps or excursions in nature, and it would be 

good for all people to be informed and to see the opportunities for development. 

What are the sources of income of the local population? 

There textile enterprises; a number of people are working in the bottling of "Dobra 

voda". Young people are working in Slovenia, Italy, France. Depopulated villages, 

climate changes and it become difficult for agriculture. Recently only peppers and 

eggplants are planted, before there were vineyards and wine production. Now they are 

almost gone, as well as the potatoes, as it’s very warm. 
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R 36  

What are the advantages of Osogovo in economic terms?  

There is a project in Kocani  for  3 million euros  for economic development. However 

The region of Osogovo is the least promoted. Although there are many saints here - St. 

Gabriel (Lesnovski), St. Joachim (Osogovski), St. Nicholas. Kratovo is famous by the 

towers; Sletovo- pottery, and the mills. Municipalities do not have a common thing to 

offer. It is best to make religious tourism combined with geology,  Kratovo, Lesnovska 

Cup etc.will be included. 

Are there enough qualified people  in your area? 

No, not many.  

What about documents for strategic development? 

Not as far as I know. 

Is it necessary the infrastructure to be developed - general and specialized? 

There mountain route to Gorno Kratovo, where the volcanic "craters" are. Otherwise, 

yes, there is a need for specialized infrastructure; the municipality has a lot to do in 

this direction. 

What is the situation with advertising Kratovo? 

The advertising is not enough. On the Internet there is very little information. My own 

Web page is made by the STA. 

What are the priorities for the social-economic development? 

There should be more printed materials and more information in Internet.   

Participation in tourism exhibitions and fairs. Training for local people is also needed. 

For example Kratovo produces Persian carpets, which are sold for 100 euros per 

square meter. There are  still  two acting workshops but the locals are not developing 

them. 

It can be made a Khan to stay at as it was in the old days, it will be an attraction. In the 

past, there were public bathrooms, they can be renovated in an ancient style. 

All towers must be reconstructed, they to have workshops. To restore the production 

of coins, tasting spices as salt, honey, jam and so on. For one tower it is needed about 

80000 Euro to be equipped. 

At the moment, the focus of  the social-economic development is changed, 

investments are made  in areas  which people do not need. 
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 The Days of King Marko can be organized; days of the gastronomy - noodles, jams; 

"Kaliyada" -  a competition about who will be  the fastest in plastering the walls with 

mud - in Albania they  do similar things with lime. 

 

Do you have an idea for a "trademark" of Osogovo? 

Osogovo - personal and different. 

  Is there a need of a general administration / management body for the 

development of Osogovo as one single region? 

We need an office which to provide information for the entire region, with branches in 

both countries in Kyustendil and Kratovo for example. It has to work 365 days a year 

to serve the visitors in the area,  the students,the  pensioners, absolutely everyone. 

Each municipality should have its own vision, for example Kratovo - the city of the 

bridges and the towers; Rankovce municipality – with eggplants and shopska salad; 

Kochani and Lesnovo with the pottery. There must be a cultural calendar with the 

events in the area throughout the year, the mountain holidays should be included and 

the bird migration to be celebrated; festivals of the mountain tea and beans. 
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R 45  

What does the "environment" mean to you? 

 The Nature - rivers, lakes, mountains. The place where we live. 

Do you have information on the state of the environment in your area? 

Yes, I have studied geography, I have information about climate change, the rainfall,  

the temperature, etc. 

Is there a strategic environmental instrument’s in your area? 

There LEAP (Local ecological auction plan or Local Action Plan for the environment); 

by law, all municipalities are required to have one. I participated in making it, but the 

plan is not implemented. 

What are the advantages of the region in terms of the environment? 

There are significant sites, three of them are protected by the law: The area ”Plocha” in 

the village Stracin ,Kuklitsite and the both pine trees in Kratovo. There is a suggestion 

the whole area to be protected, but the people do not want strict protection because 

they will not be able to have firewood. 

Is there a pollution / other environmental problems in your area? 

 There is no pollution because there is no industry. Kratovo is among the cleanest areas 

with  nice nature. 

Otherwise, there is not waste water cleaning, it goes straight into the river.  There are 

dumpsites in every village; they are not fenced and not many of the procedures are 

under the Law on Environmental Protection. Often they are situated near the road and 

people light it. In the villages there is no garbage collection. 

Better would be a regional landfill to be built, the waste to be collected separately and 

recycled. At the moment there is no a separate collection of the rubbish; at some point 

in the past there were such plastic bins but the people were burning them.  

Is the local population informed about the state of the environment in the area? 

Just a little bit. School children have some lessons in ecology; twice a year we 

organize The day of the tree by planting new ones.  For the adults there are no such 

specific initiatives. 

What is the livelihood of people in your area?  
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From 5 people only 2 of them work here. Normally only one of the family is working, 

the average salary is 200 euros. The most workers are in the education area (around 

200 people) in the culture 15-20, 50-60- in the municipality, also in the hospital, in the 

police to a total of 500 people in administration. About 500 work in the private sector, 

especially in clothing enterprises. 

Are there documents or other strategic initiatives for economic development of 

the region? 

There aren’t any specific development initiatives, but for more information in the 

municipality. 

What are the main benefits of your region in terms of economic development? 

There are opportunities for tourism, especially a cultural one and extensive farming. 

The advantages of Osogovo are generally the clean and nice nature. 

The environmental projects have to be developed; mushrooms and organic foods to be 

grown, honey to be produced. Up in the mountains there are quality tea, blueberries, 

etc., But they are  collected only for  own needs. When the year is rainy there are many 

mushrooms, so they are redeemed with tonnes – that’s how it was last year. With the 

tea it is the same, mainly thyme (mother soul). 

Is there a difference in living standards between the life in the city and in the 

village? 

No difference. People travel to work outside the villages, but grown locally their own 

food. There are many villages without inhabitants. 

Are foreign investments needed? 

There is no interest in foreign investment. There is an idea for a free economic zone 

with factories to be built. 

What are the needs in terms of cultural heritage? 

The towers should be reconstructed   and the tunnels under them to be opened. Now 

we are handling with The Zlatkova tower - digging down, if there is an entrance to the 

tunnels it will be opened. So far it is said that there were many underground tunnels, 

but there is no 100% proof. 

How do you advertise the region? 
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Through the television – the national channel “SITEL” is owned by the owner of the 

hotel "Kratis." The focus should be on the towers and the bridges; some of the old 

houses to be repaired and  attractions to be placed inside. 

What do you think are the priorities for social-economical development of your 

region? 

There must be a wastewater treatment, the river smells in some areas. Measures for the 

reconstruction of public buildings are needed, but the architecture and everything to be 

kept and they to work in favour of the tourism. Over Skopje we are making now 

“Ethno village” , there will be houses from different regions of Macedonia, including 

Kratovska house. It will provide wine and blacksmithing but they will be given to a 

private partner.  Very nice wine was produced in the past but not anymore.There is no 

a development strategy for the area, if something is being done, it is not related to the 

rest. 

Are there any crafts in your area? 

In the past there were 650 shops in “Ayduchkata Pazar”(market). It would be the 

young to be trained, the state to finance them and everything to be updated. Currently 

souvenirs are made. Here in the museum you can buy pottery from Sletovo. 

Is it necessary Osogovo to have it’s own “trade mark”? 

It is better to have its own brand - brand "Kratovo" or "Fountain of Kratovo." A 

competition can be done for selection. Something like the competition at the moment 

for the photographs of balconies and gates of Kratovo. 

Do you need a general administration or a management structure of Osogovo as a 

whole? 

It is better to have a common structure between Bulgaria and Macedonia to coordinate  

the overall activities. About the  projects -  study for  the specifics of each municipality 

should be done. Otherwise, tourists come for a day, eat, there is only one house where 

they can stay - Shanchevata  and the "Kratis" hotel with 50 beds. Carbonated water 

("Good Water") is subtracted from 300 m depth with a temperature of 70 ° C. The 

owner had the idea to make a public bathroom, but  the investment money returned 

back quicker  if it’s bottled. 
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R 25 

What does the environment mean to you? 

The environment is clean.  There is no pollution  in Kratovo and it is cleaner than 

many other areas. 

Are there any strategic documents in terms of the environment in your area? 

Yes, the municipality has some environmental strategies. 

What are the advantages of the environment in your area? 

Kratovo is one of the oldest cities on the Balkans. The city is unique, located in a 

crater. Interesting rocks, volcanic terrain, and a mountainous environment.  The 

impurities are not many, but I do not have enough information on this issue. 

Are there protected areas in your area? 

Yes,”Kuklite”, and the area “Plocha” which is near the village Stratsin. 

What are the main needs in terms of the environment in your area? 

Increasing the environmental awareness of the citizens. There are projects for 

wastewater treatment and waste collection, but the realization of them will come soon. 

There is no separate collection. 

How do the local people get information about the environment? 

People are not very interested in the environmental situation in Kratovo; the 

municipality provides information through the media and makes its own campaigns. 

There is a local TV SITEL and a Web page of the municipality, and also a Web portal 

for the region. 

What is the livelihood of the people in your area? 

Mainly in the public sector, several textile factories, also a little farming. There is also 

an Italian shoe tolling factory. 

Is there a strategic / planning documents for the economic development of the 

region? 

Yes, most of them are at the level of the North-East; there is a strategy for economical 

development 2014-2019, including tourism development. 

What are the priorities in terms of economic development in your area? 

More jobs for young people and better conditions for business development. The 

tourism is better now in compare to the previous years, but not much. The 
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disadvantage is that there is no tourist information centre. One will be soon opened in 

Kratovo, to provide information for the entire North Region. 

Is there a difference in the living standards between the people who live in the 

cities and in the villages? 

No, there is no difference. In the villages the people live growing their own products, 

some of them work in the factories. 

Is there a need to the infrastructure to be improved? 

 The Infrastructure needs improvement, the municipality is working on this. There is 

not a specific one for the Tourism. 

How do you advertise the region? 

By the Northeast Planning Area (Centre for Development of the North-East) and by 

the State Agency for Tourism. 

What could be a "trademark" of Kratovo? 

Kratovo can advertise itself and alone because there are enough resources in it. The 

brand may be "city of bridges and towers." It is better to work for the reconstruction of 

old the sites. 

Are there enough qualified people in your area? 

There is need to train the local people; they actually do not know what are the  benefits 

from   tourism. 

Is there need for a general administration for the development of Osogovo as one 

single region? 

It makes sense to work together (Bulgaria and Macedonia), especially for tourism 

development. If there is a common office it will be very beneficial. 
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R 50  

What does the word "environment" mean to you? 

Earth, air, water 

Do you have  an information on the state of the environment in your area? 

Yes, the mountain is cleaner. 

Are there strategies for protecting the environment in your area? 

Strategies are more like national and introduced by  the law. There is a lack of them on 

a local level. There is also  a local action plan for the environment, but there are not 

many working much on it. 

What are the advantages of Kratovo in terms of the environment? 

Kratovo is a good place to live. The environment is good;  the economic share is not 

that good like  in our neighbors and especially from the western part of the country. 

What is the livelihood of the population in your area? 

There was  a big company called "Silex" – where  over 3,000 people worked, a large 

factory. Now it employs less than 300.The  people emigrate to larger cities and abroad. 

There was for example a factory for flexes,  it was bought by  Slovenes, however, they 

had to invest another 10 million for it to be fine, and they refused. There was an 

auction, now it has a new owner but the factory is not working. 

Are there environmental problems in your area? 

Drinking water is regularly inspected by the relevant authorities and is probably clean.  

There are some small landslides, but they are not a real problem. 

Are there protected areas in your region? 

“Kuklitsite”, the two pines in Kratovo, and the area “Plocha” in Stratsin - this is a 

restricted nature park, where a very rare insect lives the ("Vilinskoto horse"). 

What are the main needs in the field of the environment in your area? 
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There is the need of a modern depot.  The Macedonian ecological company has made a 

proposal for the protected area to be made bigger. It should be considered whether the 

whole mountain to enter or some parts of it, so the local people can use the resources. 

Otherwise I think the locals will oppose. 

Are there any energy efficiency measures in your area? 

 There are few, it is not legally defined yet but it is expected to be done this year. 

How do the local people inform themselves about the  environmental situation in 

the region? 

 The citizens don’t have much information about the environment. The municipality 

should help do it. There is no local radio in Kratovo and in the local television such 

information is not given.  The municipality has its own website, people increasingly 

use the Internet. But there’s  still need of a  radio station - for information, news, 

advertising,  and the Municipality  Council to disclose its decisions, etc. 

How do the incomes of local people formed? 

Incomes are low, average 200 Euro. Unemployment is high, it is a problem for the 

entire region. There are government assistance programs; there are joint ones to UNDP 

by the Labour Bureau (Agency vrabotuvanye). Although that is about 30 people per 

year. 

 The Agency makes training, business plans for the  people by consultants who are  

paid by the state and if it is decided that the idea is good, they give 3000 Euro  and 

releases the business  for five years from payment of employment taxes. There are 

requirements of course: young people up to 29 years or adults over 50,families with 

three or more children, etc. 

Are there any strategic documents for economic development of the region? 

There is no a strategy for economical development.They can be made from NGOs, but 

the municipality must recognize them. State policy is to make each municipality ULA 

(Local Plan for economical development or Local Economic Development Plan). 
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Are there enough qualified people in your area? 

There are many unemployed people but there are also executives who are looking for a 

job,they have  different education. 

Is there a difference in living standards between the cities and the villages? 

No difference. 

Is there a need for infrastructure development in your area? 

Many streets in Kratovo were made with German assistance; perhaps there’s still a 

need for more. 

Is there any foreign investment in your area? 

In Kratovo there aren’t any  foreign companies like in  Kriva Palanka, I mean the  

mine "Toranitsa." In Probishtip even an  Indian company bought the mine for lead and 

zinc. 

What are the main problems related to the economical development in your 

region? 

The resources are not enough. There are no facilities for tourism. There is only one 

hotel, and it does not fit much. The nature sites have to be developed as well. 

What should be the "trademark" of Kratovo ? 

Kratovo is a single  brand, with cultural heritage; the tourism is the most important. It 

should emphasize the cultural heritage combined with the natural sights and then the 

cooking. 

And how  Kratovo should be advertised? 

Advertising on the Internet; cooperation at international level, including Bulgaria; 

Kratovo as a center and with this also the whole region  Osogovo. 
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I have a  certificate to be a  tourist guide. One day is not enough to visit “Kuklite”, 

“Plocha”, the town of Kratovo, the  two monasteries and Kokino in  Kumanovo. If  

Kratovo gets developed , it’s easy to visit all those places in a day. 

What are the most urgent needs for economical development in your area? 

For Kratovo to be developed, it is necessary to provide finances. Very necessary is the 

civil involvement and the cooperation. There is an old school near “Kuklite”, which 

can be renovated and used as an accommodation. Of course,  new ones also can be 

built. 

Are there sports facilities in the area? 

There are facilities for sport, there is a room and open terrain. But the resources are 

still not enough. There are sport experts; however, the organization is still poor. 

Where should the development efforts be concentrated? 

For the area apart from the tourism could be also  developed industries, including 

chemical or something similar, but there is no investment. 

Is it necessary to have a common administration for the development of Osogovo 

as a  one single area? 

 There’s a point Osogovo to develop itself  through cross-border cooperation projects 

or like the projects that are made with the municipality of Boboshevo from Bulgaria 

but we have to attract the travel agencies due to exchange tourists between the two 

countries. 

It is also better  we to have a cultural calendar of the  fairs and the festivals - Day of 

"pastarmayliyata" with tastings; Day of the cherry for  example three buses from 

Kratovo to visit Kyustendil. The municipality has plans to open a tourist information 

desk, but for the moment there aren’t any tourist agencies in the region. 

R42 

What does  the  "Environment" mean to you? 
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We are dealing with improving the  environmental conditions in our municipality, as 

well as keeping them. Pir- development of the municipality. There to be a municipal 

development, but it can be sustainable. All around us is the environment. 

Everything around us. 

We are dealing with the environment and  with the local development i.e. we want 

municipal development, but the nature to be preserved. 

Are there any strategic environmental instruments in your area? 

Strategic documents for development and environmental protection, we don’t have. 

We have LEAP but it has to be upgraded. It covers all the segments of the 

environmental aspect. However the documents are still not upgraded. 

What are the advantages of the environment in your area? 

Rankovce municipality is a rural municipality, there are many green belts and natural 

beauty - Osogovo Germanitsa, the  border with Serbia. It has got a better disposal from 

Nagorichane for example, because of the forest belts. 

There is no heavy industry. There is only one mine, but it is a small polluter, because it 

works with bentonite clays, clay and other similar items ,it’s called "Bentomaks." 

There were  livestock farms, which could appear  as pollutants, but they are not 

working. For example, last summer there was a small problem with a poultry farm, as 

even the smallest waste from the chickens, if it’s not stored properly, may cause a 

problem. 

The municipality has a lot of water, The  River Kriva is the main artery.  The Nature is 

beautiful, there are oaks and beech forests; ecologically clean agricultural production.  

The capacities are small, they belong to private owners. A process of consolidation has 

begun in the last few years, 80-100 acres for a farm, and new crops such as hazelnuts 

are planted. 

And  are there any problems with the environment in your area at the moment? 

 From the Landfill of Kriva Palanka the river gets polluted. 
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Are there any protected areas and sites in your area? 

There is a proposal from an NGO Osogovo for Lisets, together with Kriva Palanka and 

Kratovo to declare such a territory. However it is too large, the people are afraid that 

they won’t be able to take water from the mountains or to pick berries, if such a 

protected territory is declared. 

 Otherwise there aren’t National Parks. They are announced by the Ministry of the 

Environment. That’s why the mayors of Kriva Palanka and Probishtip are worried that 

will not be able to carry out their plans for the development of the municipalities. 

Do you have problems with illegal logging or poaching? 

We have no such problems. There are forest police, and the  people cut only with 

permits. 

What are the main needs in terms of the environment in your area? 

The six municipalities of the North-East are working for a regional plan for waste 

management. We also need treatment plant. For example the village Rankovce-there 

are   500-600 houses and there is the largest sewerage network but in the villages and 

Petralitsa and Ginovtsi it also necessary, but there aren’t anymore treatment plants. 

 The State enterprise that takes care of the cleanliness needs new vessels to collect 

garbage and cars for their transportation. At the moment there is only  one large 

vehicle that can not enter the narrow streets in the villages. There are  dumpsites in the 

mountain villages which also need to be cleaned. 

Are there any realized energy efficiency measures in your area? 

We have a program ,voted by the Municipal Council for energy efficiency.The  

priority is  replacing the  lighting to reduce the costs; also replacement of the window 

frames in the schools and all the public buildings, isolation of the of facades. Finances 

are a big problem; certain measures for the  schools are funded by the Ministry of 

Education, including replacement of  the heating systems. 
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How do  the citizens of the state get informed about  the environment in your 

area? 

The  municipality itself disseminate information. For each project, including 

urbanization and construction,  EIA is done and  according to the law we are obliged 

to inform the public. We invite them to public hearings, through posters and 

announcements. We don’t have local television and radio, which is not good. We use 

the Web-page and the Facebook profile of the municipality. 

Do you have  strategic and planning documents for the economic development of 

your region? 

The state has provided in each municipality to be developed an economic may derive 

for foreign investors. We don’t have a local urban plan, but we have a plan for the  

local industrial zone. Unfortunately, there was a problem with the clearing of the land 

ownership - on just 340 square meters, and because of them we can not run the entire 

area. There are 24 plots from 2000 to 4000 m2 .There is an interest from investors, for 

1-2 years  they could  be built. 

What is the livelihood of the population in your area? 

Many people work in  the construction - in other parts of Macedonia and abroad. A 

small percentage are employed in agriculture and  in the public administration. The 

municipality is small, the total population is 4144. 

Agriculture is small, privately, for their own needs. Recently began the process of 

consolidation by private concessionaires. Some of them  work in the enterprises in 

Kriva Palanka. There is also a plant for the extraction of stone, with a private 

concessionaire. 

What are the advantages of the region in economic terms? 

Nearby the village Paklishte near the border with Serbia we have the most beautiful 

scenery. We have developed two urban plans for construction of villas, hotels and 

sports and recreation facilities; green areas, parks, etc. There is quite a lot of interest 
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from individuals and companies to take land and build it. The homeowners who do not 

want to build alone can sell their land to some others who want it. 

Nearby the village Otoshnitsa there is a small dam; people use it for walks, fishing and 

picnics. We plan to build a trail around the lake, and 100-200 m eastside there  is an 

old school. We received funds from the  North-East plan region  and we will renovate 

the building so there to be an  accommodation. The municipality will build it and give 

it on a  concession. We will offer six rooms with three to six beds. Another 10 rooms 

will be opened in Staro Nagoricane. 

In Kratovo will be  opened an information desk with the help of the Agency for Rural 

Development or with  money from CBC programs. 

Do you have a Local Action Group? 

The municipalities of Kriva Palanka, Kratovo and Rankovce are doing one at the 

moment, headquartered in Ranovtse.  People from the municipal administrations will 

be involved, from the businesses and NGOs. There will be a strategy for  the rural 

development: agriculture, tourism, etc.The  Business is less inert because it has not 

seen the benefits , it’s a bit like   forcing them. 

Otherwise, local development projects we  have had before. There was a USAID  for 

drip irrigation; Grants  were offered to private farmers. Unfortunately there were no 

candidates to receive that grant. 

We had training projects for  different social groups to acquire different skills, such as 

composting for production of souvenirs and so on. But it is difficult to get the  people 

to join them. The municipality tries to disseminate the  information through panels, 

through its website, through personal contacts. There was an  interest only  in learning 

about licensing the collection of mushrooms and herbs - 85 licenses were issued. 

Are there still any crafts in your area? 

There aren’t any crafts. There are places to be visited - old architecture with hand-

hewn stones, some are destroyed, some  are maintained, but for example in the  

mountain villages (they are scattered type, with many neighborhoods) there are mostly 
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old people , it’s difficult for them to maintain the houses. USAID has  a project to 

provide assistance to these old people. 

Is there a need the infrastructure in the region to be improved? 

 There are roads, but there is a need for a new infrastructure. The municipality has 

prepared projects, but there aren’t any  funds. 

Are there trained people in your area? 

If there are any, they usually go to work at some other place. 

Is there a difference in living standards between the municipal center and  the 

other villages in the municipality? 

No, there isn’t 

How to advertise the region? 

Best would be three municipalities together to advertise. There are many 

archaeological sites and is good to have a museum now finds are spread around. We 

have Society for Culture and Arts, but soon will be opened a football club and tennis 

club. 

At what level is the sports infrastructure in the region? 

We have got relatively new two football pitches, tennis court and gym. 

What are the main needs in terms of economic development in your area? 

Access to the sites need to be ensured; we do a technical documentation, but finances 

must be provided. We need a specialized infrastructure. 

It is necessary the entrepreneurship and the businesses to be encouraged.  As a 

municipality we do not have a lot of tools, but hopefully the Local Action Group to 

unite stakeholders.  Such an unification is necessary, for example for the people in 

tourism - local foods to be served. 
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We have breeders who have 500 sheep and make cheese, but they sell it outside the 

area. 

Otherwise, the municipality can basically inform the people and  make strategies and 

planning. 

What do you think should be the vision for development of the  Rankovce 

municipality? 

Currently Rankovce municipality is known as an  agricultural area . It is better the 

rural and  the mountain tourism to be developed, urbanization is necessary for certain 

units of the municipality. The problems are  at a state level,the  things are  happening 

slow  especially the approval and the financing activities. For example, for some 

villages  we have  urban plans submitted for approval, but until the state level make 

this approval, the prescription runs out,and now there is no money new ones to be 

made.  

We received funds through the North-East to complete the new urban plans for 

Rankovce municipality, Ginovtsi, Petralitsa and Psacha. 

What is the cultural calendar of the municipality? 

For the first time this year on September 21. -  the Day of Virgin Mary - we will have 

a celebration of the municipality. This is the Patron of the church. Otherwise we 

celebrate all the religious holidays; August 14 we have a group event in the village  

German (22 km from the border with Serbia). Between 5 to 6 thousand descendants of 

displaced families and relatives come there. 

On the 2
nd

, Of August we celebrate “ Ilinden”  with fairs in Psacha, Petralitsa, Gulintsi. 

There are group events on all major holidays. In Otoshnitsa it is celebrated the day of 

St. Konstantin and Elena. September 14 is the official announcement ( for a second 

time) of Rankovce for a separate  municipality and  at first  we thought this day to be 

celebrated as  the Day of the municipality, but the Municipal Council decided this day 

to be the Day of  the Virgin Mary. 

What do you think is the "trademark" of The  Rankovce municipality? 
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 The Rock art has been registered and also promoted. There is a figure on the church in 

Opila with interesting stone motives, it could be used as a brand. 

Do you think there is need for general administration or management of the 

development of Osogovo as a single region? 

We are open for cooperation. The capacities of our human resources are small, 

otherwise we have  contacts with Sapareva Banya and Nevestino from Bulgaria, but so 

far our only one project has been with The NGO "Slavonic Institute" from Kyustendil. 

Would be helpful  if on a  region level  advice and assistance for writing  local projects 

is provided. 
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What does the environment mean to you? 

The most important for the environment is it to be kept in frames;  it is attacked from 

all sides - pollution, urbanization, etc. To raise the consciousness of the people that 

small actions can cause major damage , because the best factory is the nature. My 
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organization works to raise the awareness of the local people, so that there will be an  

economic benefit, but the  nature to be preserved. 

Our last project is to preserve the genetic fund of all kinds. The soils are poor and for  

the people it is  more properly to produce no grain, but that which already exists in the 

nature, such as thyme or other herbs. We need to show the public that such activities 

have economic benefits. 

We do also a civil control over two municipalities - Kumanovo and Kriva Palanka - 

how to spend the revenue from the local taxes and fees. 

Are there strategic environmental instruments in your area? 

I don’t know. 

What are the advantages in terms of the environment in your area? 

Clean environment, there is only one factory processing bentolit clays. 

And what are the main problems in terms of the environment in your area? 

 The infrastructure is a big problem. It is good that to the village of German  there is a 

road (this is the best place in the region). 150 people live there, but there are 

abandoned public buildings that could be used;  there are similar in other villages. 

The problem is also that The River Kriva  gets polluted  by Palanka - from the mine 

"Toranitsa" and the garbage of the city. This is included in the Plan of the North-East, 

to protect waters from pollution. 

 There are two treatment plants in the municipality of Rankovce; there must be another 

one and they all to be binded so that the river can be cleaned. 

The air is not polluted. With regards to the soil – in the past pesticides were used, at 

the time of APC, they are clean now, but we are concerned that the new farmers can 

begin to abuse it. Maybe it needs some training of the population not to use pesticides. 

It is better to have a compact program of the three municipalities in this regard. 
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Climate changing is also a problem. There is no an irrigation system. Quite a few were 

built in Bulgaria, but not in Macedonia; there isn’t and a dam in Kriva Palanka and 

Rankovce. 

There are two landfills - in Kriva Palanka and in the Rankovce municipality, but  the 

garbage collection is not well organized.  The Dump here is fenced otherwise, 

routinely is bombarded with soil.  A company from Skopje is hired to control it. In the 

Rankovce municipality there is  a reservoir near the landfill; we have made a proposal 

to the mayor - to make a base for firefighters there - they will keep the water,  will 

have an access to it if they need it they  and meanwhile they will supervise and 

landfill. 

Are there any  protected areas and sites in your area? 

 The private interests are against the protected areas. There are  private lands and to the 

people will be told how to use the land; They will not be able to do what  they want. 

That worries them, that’s why there is a resistance from the population. They are also 

worried,  that  they will have to  go to Skopje to permit the extraction of wood, and not 

to this in the municipality. But people are generally inert, if somebody explains them 

that everything will remain in the municipality, they will not resist. Young people 

want to listen and to learn about the innovations here ,for example the program 

"Europe for Citizens" there were many young people who wanted to hear about the 

projects. 

Do you have problems with illegal logging or poaching? 

The illegal and legal poaching go hand by hand; part of the forests are private, others 

are state. As a whole the hunting is legal but sometimes it can be illegal. 

What are the basic needs  in terms of the environment in your area? 

Waste separation -  firstly it is necessary the minds of the local people to be changed. 

We have proposed to the mayor  the Slovenian experience: each household that 

separates the waste to receive a 50% reduction in taxes. 
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R14 

What do you understand by the word "environment"? 

Everything that surrounds us, nature, people, the villages, where we live, create and 

work. 

Do you have information on the state of the environment in your area? 

I'm not familiar in details with the state of the environment, but those who pollute are 

the  people. 

Are there any strategic documents on the environment in your area? 

I do not know. There is an association  called "Osogovo" or something similar, which 

deals with  things like this. 

Which are the advantages of the environment in your area? 

 The pure nature is not particularly an advantage for Kriva Palanka, because it is pure 

in all the municipalities in the region of Osogovo. 

Which are the main environmental problems in your area? 

 The pollution from "Toranitsa", the pesticides and other similar things, also the use of 

detergents in households. The exploitation of the forests is uncontrolled - it is also a 

problem, but not enough research is made. However, for example if in Tetovo  the  

forests haven’t been cut down, this year there would not have  been these problems. 

Otherwise there is an afforestation , there is a  National Tree Day, when  we all go out 

to  plant trees.  Kriva Palanka is the municipality with the largest forest cover in the 

area. There might  be erosion somewhere caused  by deforestation. 

What are the main needs in terms of the environment in your area? 

There should be a Treatment plant; there is one in the   monastery "St. Joachim 

Osogovski", but it is only for the monastery. 

Are there protected areas and sites in your area? 
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 There is an initiative for a total protected area for  Osogovo, but the municipalities are 

opposing it. 

Are there any problems with poaching in your area? 

There are local fishing and hunting communities which might know more about this 

issue. 

What about  the waste in the area? 

There is a regional project for a landfill and wastewater treatment plant of Kriva 

Palanka, but a lot of money is needed to implement this, but the municipality just does 

not have any. 

Is there a separate collection of  the waste in your area? 

 There were some initiatives about the separate collection, but there is no one to 

process waste after, so there is no point of it. 

How   the public get informed about the environmental situation in the region? 

 The population receives information about the environment through the media or if 

there are any projects - through the Internet, the television the campaigns, flyers, etc. 

What about the income of the local population? 

In Kriva Palanka  the people work at the mine ("Toranitsa"), plants for clothing and 

footwear and in the public administration. 

Are there any strategic documents in terms of the social-economic development of 

your region? 

The municipality should determine the structural sectors and the  priorities and also to 

describe them in strategies.The  projects that are implemented are related to the 

strategy of the municipality; now  a new one for the period 2014 – 2020 year is being 

made. 

What do you think are the priorities in the economic development of your region? 
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I can talk about priorities in the culture -  cultural routes to be developed, cultural 

events;  cultural sites to be maintained. The whole  museum was renovated with 

money from a  project, and also  the Center for Culture of the Municipality, but  

additional activities are needed, including marketing. 

What are the advantages of your region in economic terms? 

The advantage of Kriva Palanka is the location between Sofia and Skopje ,it’s on the 

main road, but the ddisadvantage  is that we are in different unions and we haven’t got 

a common geopolitical system  or respective plans. 

 Are there any other problems of the region in economic terms? 

Emigration, including the Bulgarian passports, they support the process. 

We have many cultural initiatives, but they can not  become international because it 

happens  only with money. 

What are the main needs in terms of economic development? 

Actually there are no restrictions here. 

Have you got a qualified staff in your area? 

There are qualified people  who deal with  culture, and  the projects, but it’s hard for 

them to find work. 

Is the entrepreneurship developed? 

Not much, mainly it is related to  the nutrition and  welcoming guests for the weekend. 

People come to eat in the "Vodenitsata"(watermill) and "Gogo Monde". 

Is there a difference in living standards between urban and rural areas? 

There is little difference. For example, in some villages there is no a water supply, 

sewerage and roads. 

Is there a need for infrastructure development, including specialized one? 



 

 

120 

 

About the specialized infrastructure for the tourism - the municipality is trying to 

develop it where possible; projects for ski lifts are planned. 

What should  be the "trademark" of Kriva Palanka? 

 The mountain, the clean air, a quiet place to live, the monastery, the museum and the 

old town. We as a museum work very well with the  monastery, swapping the groups 

of visitors, together ,we do studies about the history of the monastery. 

Which are the emergency measures for the economic development of the region? 

 The emergency measures are those ones for which we can find money. The 

municipality had an idea about building an Industrial Park, where they can attract 

investors, but I do not know why it didn’t happen. 

 Is the sports infrastructure sufficient in your view? 

There is such an infrastructure-  recently a new sports hall was opened. 

Is there a need for investment in cultural objects? 

Yes,  the fortress behind the  municipality needs a  conservation and a tourism 

presentation. In Gradec the  fortress must be also preserved and opened for tourists. 

Maybe a house in Kriva Palanka could be bought and to be  turned into a museum of  

the urban life. 

Are there any investments in your area? 

 The state policy is to be built many industrial parks in each municipality, so that they 

to attract foreign investments, I think it is a good measure. 

Are there still any crafts left in your area? 

 The old crafts are few, not many are reserved, there is no chamber which to work for 

them.  There are some new crafts here like hairdressers, manicurists etc. Interesting for 

the  tourists are the watermills near the River Durachka; Only one or two are working 

at the moment. One of them is probably a monument of the culture and hasn’t got a 

potential for production, it works only as a tourist site. There are also souvenirs - 
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carving, plastic souvenir bagsmade from  threads, folk instruments. The craftsmen 

would work if there is already a tourist product. 

Is there a need and desire for joint projects development  of Osogovo as an entire 

region? 

Yes. If we unite the region into a "brand", that could only be the mountain. It is better 

to have a common strategy for the culture in  Osogovo, but all  the institutions and the  

municipalities should be included. We are already working on common projects, for 

example,  preparing  to join  the new competition organized by IPA- preserving 

objects through the route Pautalia - Skopje (in Kyustendil, Kriva Palanka and 

Kumanovo). 

And will it be helpful if there is a general administration or any other form of 

government for the whole Osogovo? 

For Osogovo we have to work in long terms as a common territory; This must be 

reconciled between the two countries. There might be one or two general offices, but 

actually it doesn’t matter how many just that there is one. 


